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Introduction

Elegant.

I remember the first moment that I moved a mouse across a Mac OS X
Desktop — at that time, it was the beta of version 10.0 — and I very well
remember the word elegant as my first impression. (My second impression
was UNIX done better.)

That’s really saying something because I’m an old operating system cur-
mudgeon: I cut my computing teeth on Atari, Commodore 64, and TRS-80
Model III machines, and I still feel much at home in the character-based
environment of DOS and UNIX. Of course, I’ve also used every version of
Windows that His Gateness has produced, including the much-improved
Windows XP. And yes, I’ve used Mac OS since before the days of System 7,
using a Macintosh SE with a 9-inch monitor (and a built-in handle).

But out of this host of operating systems, could you really call one elegant
before now? (Even Mac OS 9 didn’t deserve such a description although it
did provide the foundation of convenience and simplicity.) Mac OS X — now
at version 10.4, affectionately called Tiger — is something different: It’s a
fine-cut diamond amongst a handful of semi-precious stones. It’s the result
of an unnatural marriage, I’ll admit . . . the intuitive, graphical world of Mac
OS 9 paired with the character-based stability and efficient multitasking of
UNIX. Who would have thought that they would work together so well? Mac
OS X performs like a Ferrari, and (unbelievably) it looks as good, too.

Therefore, you can imagine just how excited I was to be asked by my friends
at Wiley to write this book and how I immediately jumped at the chance to
write a comprehensive guide to Apple’s masterpiece. The book that you
hold in your hands is a classic For Dummies design — it provides you the
step-by-step instruction (plenty of which my editors agree is humorous) on
every major feature of Mac OS X — but it also goes a step further from time
to time, delving into why something works the way that it does or what’s
going on behind the scenes. You can chalk that up to my sincere admiration
for everyone in Cupertino and what they’ve perfected.

What you won’t find in this Desk Reference is wasted space. All the new 
features of version 10.4 are here, including the latest iChat AV, Dashboard,
Spotlight, the new Automator application, the latest versions of all the iApps
(including GarageBand), and the new incarnations of the Finder and Apple
Mail. Everything’s explained from the ground up, just in case you’ve never
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What’s Really Required2

touched an Apple computer before. By the time you reach the final pages,
you’ll have covered advanced topics such as networking, AppleScript,
Internet security . . . and yes, even an introduction to the powerful world of
UNIX that exists underneath.

I sincerely hope that you’ll enjoy this book and that it will act as your guide
while you discover all the wonderful features of Mac OS X Tiger that I use every
day. Remember, if a Windows-enslaved acquaintance still titters about your
iMac, I’ll understand if you’re tempted to drop this weighty tome on his foot.

The official name of the latest version is (portentous pause here, please)
Mac OS X version 10.4 Tiger. But who wants to spit out that mouthful every
time? Throughout this book, I refer to the operating system as Mac OS X, and
when I discuss something that’s particular to the latest version, I call it Tiger.

What’s Really Required
If you’ve got a Mac that’s either running Mac OS X version 10.4 (Tiger) or is
ready to be upgraded to it, you’re set to go. Despite what you might have
heard, you won’t require any of the following:

✦ A degree in computer science: Apple designed Mac OS X for regular
people, and I designed this book for people of every experience level.
Even if you’ve never used a Mac before, you’ll find no hostile waters here.

✦ A fortune in software: I do describe additional software that you can
buy to expand the functionality of your Mac; however, that section is
only a few pages long. Everything else covered in this book is included
with Mac OS X Tiger — and by the size of this volume, you get a rough
idea of just how complete Mac OS X is! Heck, many folks buy Macs just
because of the free software you get, like iMovie HD and iPhoto 5.
(Tough cookies to the vast Unwashed Windows Horde.)

✦ An Internet connection: Granted, you’re not going to do much with
Apple Mail without an Internet connection, but computers did exist
before the Internet. You can still be productive with Mac OS X without
receiving buckets of spam.

Oh, you will need a set of Mac OS X version 10.4 installation discs, unless
Tiger came pre-installed on your Mac. Go figure.

About This Book
Although this book is a Desk Reference, you can also read it in a linear fashion
(straight-through) — probably not in one session, mind you. (Then again, Diet
Coke is cheap, so it is possible.) The material is divided into seven mini-books,

03_576763 intro.qxd  5/2/05  6:38 PM  Page 2


