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FAVOURITE PLACES

to discover

»80, you’re in the city for the weekend, or

a week, or maybe even here to stay? Great
choice. Berlin has a lot to offer: a hands-on
living history, a dynamic cultural landscape,
diverse foods and fashion, a happening scene
and never-ending parties. Within ten short
years, the city has morphed from the country’s
ragamuffin into one of Europe’s greatest
tourist destinations. A bit of chaos is still part
of the Berlin experience, and the Berliners take
it either with a sense of humor, with coolness,
or in stoic resignation. To guide you through
this pell-mell city, this little book combines
about 80 personal suggestions that will help
design your visit while staying off the beaten
tourist paths. Have fun!« Edgar Rai




EDGAR RAI

Berlin

24/,






@FAVUIIRITE PLACES

and 11 extra tours

EDGAR RAI
TRANSLATED BY B. SCHREYER DUARTE

Berlin

24/,

CHEEKILY COSMOPOLITAN

= GMEINER miiagis


http://www.gmeiner-verlag.de

Translated from the German original by Birgit Schreyer Duarte.

All photos in this book were taken by the author — with the following exceptions:
page 49: Vabali Spa Berlin; page 100: Reinhard Friedrich (Berlin Philharmonic
Orchestra); page 104: Sebastian Greuner; page 110: Verena Eidel; page 178: rea-
lities:united

Author and publishing house have checked every piece of information in
this book. Despite this, we are fully aware that the data provided are sub-
ject to change. We value your feedback, so please write to us! Author,
translator and publishing house will be happy to read from you:
lieblingsplaetze@gmeiner-verlag.de

Visit our website:
www.gmeiner-verlag.de

© 2015 — Gmeiner-Verlag GmbH
Im Ehnried 5, 88605 Meflkirch
phone 075 75/2095-0
info@gmeiner-verlag.de

All rights reserved

1st edition 2015

Typesetting: Julia Franze

Retouching and front cover: Alexander Somogyi

using a photo by AKL/fotolia.com (Oberbaumbriicke and Berlin TV tower)
Map design: Mirjam Hecht

ISBN 978-3-8392-4837-9


mailto:lieblingsplaetze%40gmeiner-verlag.de?subject=
http://www.gmeiner-verlag.de
mailto:info%40gmeiner-verlag.de?subject=
fotolia.com

Hello and welcome! /// Preface «.....ccooevuiiiiieniiin.... 10

In the morning

1

2
3

Time Out, Tried-and-True /// Café A Horn ................. 1§
For Pomp Lovers /// Grosz ......cc.ccovviiiiiiiiiiiiinn... 17
Espresso with a World Champion /// Double Eye .......... 19

During the day

11
12
13
14

15
16

Up into the Alps! /// Schéidels .............c.ccoooiiiiii... 23
In the Press-, Publishers’ and Gallery Quarter ///

Sale € Tabacchi ...........ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin 25
It’s All About the Peanut /// Sabara ...................c...... 27
Honest Food at the Harbour /// Hafenkiiche ............... 29
Snow White and the Ten Water Fountains ///
Méirchenbrunnen ...........cccoiviiiiiiiiiiiiiineaenn, 31
Angelic Relaxation Guaranteed /// Engelbecken ............ 33
Bacchus Would Like it Here ///

Wine Shop Baumgart & Braun ...............ccceeviiiinin. 35
A little Life Style for your Nose /// The Different Scent ... 37
Almost like in Vienna /// Café Einstein ...................... 39
Pergamon & Co. /// Museumsinsel ........................... 41

Urban Gardening at its Best ///

Prinzessinnengdrten .............oooiiiiiiiiiiiii 45
Of Princes and Baths /// Prinzenbad ......................... 47
Between Java, Lombok and the Train Station ///

Vabali .....c.ooieiii 49



17
18

19

20

21
22

23
24

25

26
27

28

29
30

31

32
33

34

35
36

Airing out the Soul at the Canal /// Café Ubersee .......... 51

“Servus” in the Berliner Tongue—or: a Nice Try ///

Café am Neuen See .......ccceeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiininiiin. 53
Culture Chic in the Garden ///

Literaturbaus Fasanenstraffe ..........cc.cocviiiiiiiinenn.. 55
The Thing About the City Beach ///

Strandbar Mitte .........c.c.ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn. 57
“Stullen” for Gourmets /// Die Stulle ............cccoevuin. 59
Gentrification and Flea Market Strolls ///

Flea Market at Boxhagener Platz .................c.ocoeu... 61
A little local Recreation /// GrofSer Tiergarten .............. 63
As Long As You're Nice to the Plants ///

Klunkerkranich ..........coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniinns, 65
The Most Beautiful Atrium belongs to the Arts! ///
Martin-Gropius-Bam ..........cccoooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiii. 67
Waiting Room for the Arts /// Hamburger Babnhof ....... 69
A “School of Seeing” under the Open Sky ///

C/O Berlinm ..o 71
Swimming among Travertine Columns ///

Stadtbad Neukolln .........cooeviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiininnns, 73
Freedom for the Field /// Tempelhofer Freibeit ............. 75
“Each in their own way and all will be well” ///

Gorlitzer Park .....c.ooviiiiiiiiii i 77
Sowjetisches Ehrenmal and Insel der Jugend ///

Treprower Park ........ooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i 79
Come by and Enjoy a Book! /// Uslar & Rai ............... 81
Bikinis, Baboons and Curated Clothes ///

DT o R s 83
One of Germany’s Most Modern Libraries ///
Jacob-und-Wilbhelm-Grimm-Zentrum ...............cc...... 85
Formerly Occupied Art /// Kunstquartier Bethanien ...... 87

A Hall for All /// Markthalle Neun ..............c..covu... 89



In the evening

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44
45

46
47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54
55

The former Premiere Movie Theatre of the GDR ///

Kino International ..............cccuveiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnninnns. 93
Some Things Never Change /// Odeon ...................... 95
Renaissance of a Cinema /// Zoo Palast ...................... 97

Popcorn, Fresh Air—go. /// Freiluftkino Friedrichshain ... 99
A World Renowned Tent /// Philharmonie und
Kammermusibsaal .........cccoouuiuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiininnnnns 101

Megalomania and Mega Evenings ///

Olympiastadion ..............ccccceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinien.. 103
One of Europe’s Most Beautiful Open-Air Stages ///
Waldbiihne ......c.covniiieii i 105
Hop ’til you Drop /// Clirchens Ballbaus .................. 107
The City’s Most Beautiful Reading Stage ///

Roter Salon, Griiner Salon .............ccccovviiiiiiininninn. 109
Volkstheater olé /// Heimathafen Neukolln ................ I11
The Smallest State Theatre in the City ///

Maxim Gorki Theater ...........ccccviiiiiiiiiniiiiininis. 113
You like Hustle and Bustle with your Pizza? Here you are! ///

L Casolare ......c.oooiiiiiiiiiii i 1§
Waltzing Dancers and Steak Frites ///

Les Valsenses ....o.vinuiniiiiiii it 117
The End of the Culinary Wasteland ///

Katz Orange .......cccoooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiininens 119
Just wanta Good Meal? /// @ ..cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiii 121
City West meets London /// Neni .....cccooeveiieiiiiin.... 123
Little Delicacies on Kantstrafle /// Créplala ................ 125
An Evening at the Promenade /// 3 minutes sur mer ....... 127

Swimming Lessons for the Land Lubber ///
Freischwimmer .......oooeeeeiiie e 129



56  360° City Panorama and the Soul is Rejoicing ///
Badeschiff «....oooiiii
57  Theatre of a Different Kind /// Prime Time Theater .......
58  From the Sanatorium into the Night /// Sanatorium 23 ...
59  Hipsters? No thanks! /// Windhorst .........................

At night

60  Gravity Suspended /// Madame Clande ....................
61  Go to the Pool and Dance! /// Prince Charles ..............
62 Where to Stay the Night /// Hotel Amano ..................
63 Electro-Sounds in Granny’s Living Room /// Chalet ......
64  Chairs Up doesn’t mean Closing Time ///

Fuchs & EISter «......cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieen,
65  Twenty-Five Hours of Being Young and Trendy ///

25h0urs DOtel ..oviiiii i
66  Elegant and yet Consciously Casual /// The Grand .......

11 extra tours

1, The Biggest Unofficial Open-Air Stage ///

Admiralbriicke ...
2, Berlin’s Own Bazaar /// Markt am Maybachufer ..........
3,  The Longest Outdoor Gallery in the World ///

East Side Gallery ...............oociiiii
4, A View from the Water /// Briickenfabhrt ...................

54,  Sightseeing by City Bus /// Linie 100 ........cccovveinin.n..
4, Up onthe Wall /// Manerweg .........ccccooeviiiiiiiiin...



74, Written in Brass /// Stolpersteine ...................oooi.l. 169

%,  Geton your Bike and into the Woods! /// Bicycle tour .... 171
9,  Exploring Prenzlauer Berg /// Shopping Tour I ............ 173
1, Exploring Mitte /// Shopping Tour IT ....................... 177
1, City of Visionaries /// Flussbad .............................. 179
Overview map Berlin .....ooooeiiiiiiiiiiiiii 180
District map I: Grunewald, Westend, Charlottenburg, Tiergarten,

Wilmersdorf, Schoneberg, Dahlem, Friedenau, Steglitz .......... 182
District map II: Friedrichshain, Alt-Treptow, Neukélln ......... 184
District map IIT: Gesundbrunnen, Brunnenviertel, Mitte ........ 186

| Te 1> 188



HELLO AND WELCOME!

Preface

You’re probably asking yourself right now if the Berlin guidebook
you are holding in your hand is the right one for you. I will tell you:
no matter whether you are visiting Berlin or you are a newly arrived
Berliner looking for inspiring, exciting or unique places and open to
embracing new possibilities, the answer is yes.

Should you be looking for an actual shopping guide for Berlin
or a book specifically on the city’s architecture or art history, the
answer would be no. This little book is not a hospitality or history
guide either. Instead, it wants to be a little bit of everything.

That’s why Berlin 24/7 is organized by the different times of
the day and by neighbourhoods. So, depending on when you find
yourself where in the city, you can check what recommendations
this book has for you. For the morning, the book will offer mostly
Café tips; during the day, parks, museums, stores and the occasional
swimming pool will be on offer; in the evening, I like to propose
restaurants, cinemas, theatres or a bridge for the sunset. Those who
feel like going to a cocktail bar or a dance club afterwards shall be well
served, too. And finally, you’ll find some hotel recommendations for
a good night’s sleep.

For obvious reasons I largely left out any well-worn tourist
destinations—I trust you already know that places like Brandenburger
Tor, the Reichstag’s dome or Checkpoint Charlie are some of the
famous sites of the city. And furthermore, the book in your hands
limits its focus to 66 plus 11 places. There’s no way that everything
we’d like to bring to our reader’s attention would fit in here anyway.
That’s the reason why I only selected sites in the downtown core of
the city. In the West, we’re not going past the Waldbiihne, in the East,
we’re done at Treptow. All the recommended places can be reached
quickly and easily, given that many of you will likely only be in
town for a few days. No one likes to travel for hours before getting
anywhere. Only the proposed bike tour leads outside Berlin’s city
limits, but in that case the journey is the destination, isn’t it?



In my selection of places I followed mainly two principles: my
own personal taste and whatever I took away from the experiences of
friends and acquaintances who have visited the city over many years.
This book therefore contains a mixture of my own favourite places
and what I assume might interest you as well.

Another note: I am a Berliner. But not an “indigenous” one. Al-
though I’ve lived in Berlin since 1988, and have since lived in half
a dozen neighbourhoods, those who weren’t born in Berlin are not
indigenous Berliners. So say the Berliners. A full-fledged Berliner
will be very specific about that.

There are quite a few things they’re specific about, the Berliners.
You’ll notice. For example they love to complain about the streams of
tourists who flood “their” city. Secretly, of course, they are flattered
that so many people come to see Berlin. Yup. That’s them. As a rule
of thumb, keep in mind: don’t get upset. What you’ll find behind the
infamous “Berliner Schnauze” —the Berliners’ typical “big mouth” or
“tough talk” —is often a friendly, open fellow happy to help. “Niischt
fir unjuut” (which roughly translates into “never mind” or “it’s all

good”!). I hope you’ll have a great time.
Sincerely yours,

Edgar Rai.
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TIME OUT, TRIED-AND-TRUE

Café A.Horn

In immediate proximity to the popular “Prinzenbad” (Prince’s Bath;
officially: “Sommerbad Kreuzberg”, page 47), and beautifully located
by the Landwehr canal, you’ll find the equally popular Café A. Horn.
Knowledge of this place has long since ceased to be an insider tip—
which shouldn’t keep you from visiting, however.

This family-run restaurant manages to achieve something that
in Berlin a surprising number of places achieve: the perfect match of
ambition and an easy-going flair. Generally, once someone has an
idea, knows what they want, does a good job and on top of it all,
keeps having fun with it—chances are, sooner or later this person will
be “discovered”. At the risk of sounding political here, there is some
comfort in knowing that, at a time when franchise bosses throw their
nets across the whole globe and no matter where you are in the world
you’ll find the same shops.

Back to the A.Horn Café: it prides itself on not being a fast food
restaurant. The kitchen only offers homemade, local products; even
bread and jam are made on site, the cereal is roasted in house and for
lunch the menu is seasonal. Sounds ambitious and could easily come
across as high-strung, but isn’t.

The truly excellent breakfast is available all day long; if you want
to have lunch I can recommend the homemade pasta, and for dinner,
the Mediterranean platter. You can even have a cocktail here, best to
be had outside under the awning of course, or on the bench under
the tree. If the weather isn’t cooperating, the interior offers cozy
seating areas with a great view through a window-pane overlooking
the integrated bicycle store next door, so that you can watch handy
workers” hands work while you’re sipping your coffee. At all times

the rule applies: easy does it.

&  Open Monday to Friday from 8am, Saturday and Sunday from
gam. Subway stop: Prinzenstrafle (Ut).
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FOR POMP LOVERS

Grosz

Grosz at Kurfiirstendamm opened in 2012 and has everything a café
doesn’t need. Lots and lots of it. A glamourous homage to a time that
maybe never was. Or was it? You wouldn’t be all that surprised to see
Kurt Tucholsky or Otto Dix sitting at the table next to you.

The Cumberland-Haus, where the Grosz is located, opened
shortly before World War I and was designed as an elegant “Boarding
Palace”. A total of 600 rooms were included in the apartment building.
It featured a ballroom, a swimming pool, the American Bar, and so on.
Compared to historical photographs of these locations, today’s Grosz
looks like it was cut out of a photo, colorized, polished, and inserted
back in. This makes Grosz a lovingly “backwards” establishment
that’s meant to restore some of Kurfiirstendamm’s long-faded glamour.
Creative mind and manager of the Grosz is Roland Mary, who is also
the man behind the Borchardt Restaurant on Franzosische Strafle,
and therefore someone used to rubbing shoulders with the “elite”.

But about the Grosz: the ceilings are said to be eight meters
high. Which says it all, really. Marble and precious wood all around.
And mirrors. And gold. Feels like you’re on a film set for a period
piece on the Kaiser era. The waitress, dressed in a white apron, arrives,
takes your order and the illusion is perfect. From now on, you’re
part of the stage action. That’s got to be worth almost five Euros for
a cappuccino.

The Grosz is not only a coffee house but also a restaurant and bar,
by the way, and the kitchen is open from 9am to 11pm, accordingly.
I like it best here in the morning. If the weather is nice you can also
take your meal in the dignified courtyard. So indulge! You won’t find

any more grandezza in Berlin than here.
& A little further up the Ku’damm there’s the French Cultural

Institute complete with a cinema and an exhibition hall. A good

place to fuel up with some culture after all that pomp.
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