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THE PREFACE.
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How happy were those Sons of Men, who in times past
were reputed Persons indued with that noble Gift, aut facere
scribenda, aut scribere legenda, that is, either to do such
things as deserved to be writ, or to write that which was
worth the reading: Now that this ensuing Treatise is worth
the reading, and practising too, notwithstanding the little
Esteem and Value, that the present Age affords it, I shall
endeavour to prove both from the great Antiquity, and
Usefulness of this noble Sport of Cocking: A thing esteem’d
so Sacred, and held in such high Veneration amongst the
Antients, that, as Diodorus Siculus testifies, the Fighting-
Cock was reckon’d one of the principal Gods worshiped by
the Syrians.
Diodor. Sicul. lib. 1. 18. R. Da. non diffentit.
Athenæ. Diosco. lib. 4.

And Rabby David, a learned Hebrew Doctor, interpreting
the 2 of Kings ch. 17. v. 30, 31. where Nergal is spoken, of
which is (as he says) a Cock of the Field, a Champion Cock,
a Cock for War, or a Fighting Cock, and by them there
Worshiped as a God in Samaria. Which at once denotes the
high Esteem and Value, with the great Antiquity also, of
these Warlike Birds. And Athenæus and Dioscorides, both of
them acknowledge the Fighting-Cock to be one of the
Deities which the antient Greeks did greatly Adore. And that
in their time there was an Altar found in a Vault far under



Ground, whereon had been engraven’d a Cock, and
inscribed thus

DEO MOUNO.
Macro. lib. 1. c. 31.

Which, as Macrobius also affirms, signifies One, or Only;
and this Attribute they gave to the Cock, because he was
the greatest, and almost the only Deity they Ador’d, the rest
being accounted but his Assistants, and Coadjutors.

And Pliny in the tenth Book of his Natural History,
sufficiently sets forth at large, the high and mighty Value
and Respect that the antient Romans bore towards Fighting-
Cocks, says he there:
Plin. chap. 21.

These Birds about our Houses are our Centinels by Night,
Nature has Created them to awaken and call Men up to do
their Work; they have also a Sence and Understanding of
Glory: Moreover, they are Astronomers, and know the
Course of the Stars, they divide the Day by their Crowing,
from three Hours to three Hours; when the Sun goes to Rest,
they go to Roost: And like Centinels, they keep the Relief of
the Fourth Watch; in the Camp they call Men up to their
careful Labour and Travel: They will not suffer the Sun to
rise and steal upon us, but they give us warning of it: By
their Crowing, they tell us the Day is coming, and they
foretel their Crowing likewise, by clapping their Sides with
their Wings. Ye shall see them to march Stately, carrying
their Neck bolt upright, with a Comb on their Heads, like the
Crest of a Soldiers Helmet; and there is not a Bird besides
himself that so oft looketh aloft to the Sun and Sky; and
hereupon it is that marching thus Proudly as they do, the
very Lyons (which of all wild Beasts be most Couragious)


