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Praise for the VISUAL Series

I just had to let you and your company know how great I think your
books are. 1 just purchased my third Visual book (my first two are dog-
eared now!) and, once again, your product has surpassed my expecta-
tions. The expertise, thought, and effort that go into each book are
obvious, and I sincerely appreciate your efforts. Keep up the wonderful
work!

—Tracey Moore (Memphis, TN)

I have several books from the Visual series and have always found
them to be valuable resources.

—Stephen P. Miller (Ballston Spa, NY)

Thank you for the wonderful books you produce. It wasn’t until 1 was
an adult that I discovered how I learn—visually. Although a few pub-
lishers out there claim to present the material visually, nothing com-
pares to Visual books. I love the simple layout. Everything is easy to
follow. And I understand the material! You really know the way I think
and learn. Thanks so much!

—Stacey Han (Avondale, AZ)

Like a lot of other people, I understand things best when I see them
visually. Your books really make learning easy and life more fun.

—John T. Frey (Cadillac, M)

I am an avid fan of your Visual books. If | need to learn anything, 1 just
buy one of your books and learn the topic in no time. Wonders! I have
even trained my friends to give me Visual books as gifts.

—Illona Bergstrom (Aventura, FL)

I write to extend my thanks and appreciation for your books. They are
clear, easy to follow, and straight to the point. Keep up the good work!
I bought several of your books and they are just right! No regrets! I will
always buy your books because they are the best.

—Seward Kollie (Dakar, Senegal)



Credits

Acquisitions Editor
Pam Mourouzis

Project Editor
Suzanne Snyder

Copy Editor
Elizabeth Kuball

Editorial Manager
Christina Stambaugh

Publisher
Cindy Kitchel

Vice President and Executive Publisher
Kathy Nebenhaus

Interior Design
Kathie Rickard
Elizabeth Brooks

Cover Design
José Almaguer

Photography
Matt Bowen



About the Authors

Cecily Keim documents her adventures in life, crocheting, and other creative
endeavors at SuchSweetHands.com. Throughout her life, regardless of the type of
study or type of job, making things has
always fascinated Cecily. Her great-
grandmother, Mama Mac, taught her to
crochet at age 9. Since then crochet has
become a favorite technique in her crafty
arsenal. Cecily is mesmerized by the end-
less possibilities of crochet and loves
passing on her enthusiasm as a writer,
designer, and teacher. She teaches crochet
classes and contributes her designs to mag-
azines and books. She has also demon-
strated her designs on the DIY channel’s
Knitty Gritty and Uncommon Threads.

Cecily lives in Los Angeles, watches
too much television, and loves candy,
her cats, and her boyfriend.

Kim P. Werker is the editor of Interweave Crochet magazine. She is also the founder
and Creative Director of CrochetMe.com, the online crochet community for innova-
tive patterns, tips, and tutorials, and a playground for meeting crocheters from all
over the world. After a couple of earlier flings, Kim got back into crochet in 2004.
She is a professional member of the Crochet Guild of America and The National
NeedleArts Association, and travels throughout North America to teach about cro-
chet and to meet enthusiastic crocheters. She has appeared on the television show
Uncommon Threads and will appear on
the PBS shows Shay Pendray’s Needle
Avrts Studio and Knit & Crochet Today.
She was thrilled to work again with
Cecily on this follow-up to their first
book, Teach Yourself VISUALLY
Crocheting. Kim’s other books include
Crochet Me: Designs to Fuel the Crochet
Revolution (Interweave Press, 2007), Get
Hooked, and Get Hooked Again (Watson-
Guptil 2006 and 2007, respectively).
Originally from New York State,
Kim lives in Vancouver, British Columbia,
with her husband and their dog. When
she’s not crocheting, writing, editing,
or traveling, she enjoys reading, hiking, knitting, and playing in the garden.




Instructional Videos Online

We’ve filmed videos of a few of the techniques described in this book—just look
for the ﬁ symbol. To view the videos, go to www.wiley.com/go/crochetvqt.
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chapter

Hooks and Yarn

Before you start crocheting, take some time to familiarize
yourself with the tools that will help you along the way.
Starting a project with the right tools on hand saves time. In
this chapter you'll find information to help you choose an
appropriate hook for a project as well as suggestions for
choosing, caring for, and winding yarn.
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SHAPE

Crochet hooks are generally 5 to
7 inches long. There is a hook at
one end, which you use to grab
yarn or thread and pull it through
the stitches of your work. You
hold the hook along its shaft.

Manufacturers shape their hooks
differently. The sharpness or
bluntness of the hook’s point
varies, as does the hook’s depth.
Try out a few brands until you
find the shape you think works
best.

HOOK COMPOSITION

Plastic hooks are usually hollow
and lightweight. Most very large
hooks are made of plastic. Metal
hooks can be very smooth,
enabling the yarn to slide with lit-
tle resistance. Wood or bamboo
hooks provide a bit of friction,
which comes in handy when
you're crocheting with slippery
yarns.

Shaft

Throat

Hook
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When using a wood or bamboo
hook, rub the hook with a piece
of wax paper to make the yarn
slide more smoothly.

Some hooks are designed with a
thick rubber handle to be easier
to grip. Some hooks feature
embellishments on the handle,
but these are purely decorative.

OTHER KINDS OF
HOOKS

Tunisian crochet hooks are longer
than standard crochet hooks.

This extra length allows the hook
to hold many stitches, much

like a knitting needle does. (See
page 92 for more on Tunisian cro-
chet.)

There are also double-ended cro-
chet hooks made for a technique
called double-ended crochet or
crochet on the double.
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Hook size is determined by the diameter of the hook’s shaft. Hook size is marked ditferently
in the United States, the United Kingdom, and the rest of the world.

Hook sizes in the United States
and United Kingdom are marked
by an arbitrary letter or number,
respectively. Manufacturers often
use slightly different labels for
the same size hook, however.
Hooks are most consistently
labeled by the metric measure-
ment of their diameter, which is
an objective label. There is a
growing effort to standardize
sizes by using metric measure-
ments only.

Small hooks make small stitches;
large hooks make large stitches.
Switching hooks will change the look
and feel of the fabric you crochet.
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DECIDING WHICH HOOK
SIZE TO USE

Most yarn labels suggest a hook
size to use; most patterns also
list a recommended hook size.
You may need to change hook
size in order to match the gauge
listed in a pattern or to achieve

a pleasing drape and feel.
Matching the gauge of a pattern is
more important than using the
exact hook size listed. In some
instances, a yarn label provides
only a recommendation for a knit-
ting needle size. In this case, use a
hook that matches or is slightly
larger than the metric size.

DETERMINING A
HOOK'S SIZE

If you're unsure of a hook's size
because it is old or the label has
worn off, you can use a hook
gauge to measure it. The size
indicated beside the smallest
hole that the shaft of the hook
fits into is the size of your hook.

Hook size

50% Acrylic/Acrylique/Acrilico
50% Tencel® lyocell
Net Wt. 100g * 3.5 oz
168m » 183yd
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