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Authors
Bulfinch's Mythology is a collection of general audience
works by American Latinist and banker Thomas Bulfinch,
named after him and published after his death in 1867. The
work was a highly successful popularization of Greek
mythology for English-speaking readers. Carl J. Richard
comments that it was "one of the most popular books ever
published in the United States and the standard work on
classical mythology for nearly a century". The book is a
prose recounting of myths and stories from three eras:
Greek and Roman mythology, King Arthur legends and
medieval romances. Bulfinch intersperses the stories with
his own commentary, and with quotations from writings by
his contemporaries that refer to the story under discussion.
This combination of classical elements and modern
literature was novel for his time.
Anton Pavlovich Chekhov was a Russian playwright and
short-story writer, who is considered to be among the
greatest writers of short fiction in history. His career as a
playwright produced four classics, and his best short stories
are held in high esteem by writers and critics. Along with
Henrik Ibsen and August Strindberg, Chekhov is often
referred to as one of the three seminal figures in the birth of
early modernism in the theatre. Chekhov practiced as a
medical doctor throughout most of his literary career:
"Medicine is my lawful wife", he once said, "and literature is
my mistress."
Oscar Fingal O'Flahertie Wills Wilde was an Irish poet
and playwright. After writing in different forms throughout
the 1880s, he became one of London's most popular
playwrights in the early 1890s. He is best remembered for
his epigrams and plays, his novel The Picture of Dorian



Gray, and the circumstances of his criminal conviction for
"gross indecency", imprisonment, and early death at age
46.
Franz Kafka was a German-speaking Bohemian novelist
and short-story writer, widely regarded as one of the major
figures of 20th-century literature. His work, which fuses
elements of realism and the fantastic, typically features
isolated protagonists facing bizarre or surrealistic
predicaments and incomprehensible socio-bureaucratic
powers, and has been interpreted as exploring themes of
alienation, existential anxiety, guilt, and absurdity.
Francis Scott Key Fitzgerald was an American fiction
writer, whose works helped to illustrate the flamboyance
and excess of the Jazz Age. While he achieved popular
success, fame, and fortune in his lifetime, he did not receive
much critical acclaim until after his death. Perhaps the most
notable member of the "Lost Generation" of the 1920s,
Fitzgerald is now widely regarded as one of the greatest
American writers of the 20th century. He finished four
novels: This Side of Paradise, The Beautiful and Damned,
The Great Gatsby, and Tender Is the Night. A fifth,
unfinished novel, The Last Tycoon, was published
posthumously. Four collections of his short stories were
published, as well as 164 short stories in magazines during
his lifetime.
George Ade was an American writer, syndicated
newspaper columnist, and playwright who gained national
notoriety at the turn of the twentieth century with his
"Stories of the Streets and of the Town," a column that used
street language and slang to describe daily life in Chicago,
and a column of his fables in slang, which were humorous
stories that featured vernacular speech and the liberal use
of capitalization in his characters' dialog. Ade's fables in
slang gained him wealth and fame as an American humorist,



as well as earning him the nickname of the "Aesop of
Indiana."
William Sydney Porter, better known by his pen name O.
Henry, was an American short story writer. O. Henry's
stories frequently have surprise endings. In his day he was
called the American answer to Guy de Maupassant. While
both authors wrote plot twist endings, O. Henry's stories
were considerably more playful, and are also known for their
witty narration. Most of O. Henry's stories are set in his own
time, the early 20th century. Many take place in New York
City and deal for the most part with ordinary people:
policemen, waitresses, etc.


