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Authors
Bulfinch's Mythology is a collection of general audience
works by American Latinist and banker Thomas Bulfinch,
named after him and published after his death in 1867. The
work was a highly successful popularization of Greek
mythology for English-speaking readers. Carl J. Richard
comments that it was "one of the most popular books ever
published in the United States and the standard work on
classical mythology for nearly a century". The book is a
prose recounting of myths and stories from three eras:
Greek and Roman mythology, King Arthur legends and
medieval romances. Bulfinch intersperses the stories with
his own commentary, and with quotations from writings by
his contemporaries that refer to the story under discussion.
This combination of classical elements and modern
literature was novel for his time.
Stephen Crane was an American poet, novelist, and short
story writer. Prolific throughout his short life, he wrote
notable works in the Realist tradition as well as early
examples of American Naturalism and Impressionism. He is
recognized by modern critics as one of the most innovative
writers of his generation.
Joseph Rudyard Kipling was an English journalist, short-
story writer, poet, and novelist. He was born in India, which
inspired much of his work. Kipling in the late 19th and early
20th centuries was among the United Kingdom's most
popular writers Henry James said, "Kipling strikes me
personally as the most complete man of genius, as distinct
from fine intelligence, that I have ever known." In 1907, he
was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature, as the first
English-language writer to receive the prize, and at 41, its
youngest recipient to date. He was also sounded for the



British Poet Laureateship and several times for a
knighthood, but declined both.
Prosper Mérimée was an important French writer in the
school of Romanticism, and one of the pioneers of the
novella, a short novel or long short story. He was also a
noted archaeologist and historian, and an important figure
in the history of architectural preservation. He is best known
for his novella Carmen, which became the basis of Bizet's
opera Carmen. He learned Russian and translated the work
of several important Russian writers, including Pushkin and
Gogol, into French.
Alexander Sergeyevich Pushkin was a Russian poet,
playwright, and novelist of the Romantic era who is
considered by many to be the greatest Russian poet and the
founder of modern Russian literature.
He published his first poem at the age of 15, and was widely
recognized by the literary establishment by the time of his
graduation from the Tsarskoye Selo Lyceum. Upon
graduation from the Lycee, Pushkin recited his controversial
poem "Ode to Liberty", one of several that led to his being
exiled by Tsar Alexander the First. While under the strict
surveillance of the Tsar's political police and unable to
publish, Pushkin wrote his most famous play, the drama
Boris Godunov. His novel in verse, Eugene Onegin, was
serialized between 1825 and 1832.
Pushkin was fatally wounded in a duel with his brother-in-
law, Georges-Charles de Heeckeren d'Anthès, also known as
Dantes-Gekkern, a French officer serving with the Chevalier
Guard Regiment, who attempted to seduce the poet's wife,
Natalia Pushkina.
Hans Christian Andersen was a Danish author. Although a
prolific writer of plays, travelogues, novels, and poems, he is



best remembered for his fairy tales. Andersen's popularity is
not limited to children; his stories express themes that
transcend age and nationality.
Andersen's fairy tales, of which no fewer than 3381 works
have been translated into more than 125 languages, have
become culturally embedded in the West's collective
consciousness, readily accessible to children, but presenting
lessons of virtue and resilience in the face of adversity for
mature readers as well. His most famous fairy tales include
"The Emperor's New Clothes," "The Little Mermaid," "The
Nightingale," "The Snow Queen," "The Ugly Duckling," "The
Little Match Girl," and "Thumbelina." His stories have
inspired ballets, plays, and animated and live-action films.
One of Copenhagen's widest and busiest boulevards,
skirting Copenhagen City Hall Square at the corner of which
Andersen's larger-than-life bronze statue sits, is named
"H.C. Andersens Boulevard."
Honoré de Balzac   was a French novelist and playwright.
The novel sequence La Comédie humaine, which presents a
panorama of post-Napoleonic French life, is generally
viewed as his magnum opus. Owing to his keen observation
of detail and unfiltered representation of society, Balzac is
regarded as one of the founders of realism in European
literature. He is renowned for his multi-faceted characters;
even his lesser characters are complex, morally ambiguous
and fully human. Inanimate objects are imbued with
character as well; the city of Paris, a backdrop for much of
his writing, takes on many human qualities.
Balzac suffered from health problems throughout his life,
possibly due to his intense writing schedule. His relationship
with his family was often strained by financial and personal
drama, and he lost more than one friend over critical
reviews. In 1850, Balzac married Ewelina Hańska, a Polish



aristocrat and his longtime love; he died in Paris five months
later.



The Golden Fleece
In Bulfinch's Mythology - The Age of Fable

IN very ancient times there lived in Thessaly a king and
queen name Athamas and Nephele. They had two children,
a boy and a girl. After a time Athamas grew indifferent to his
wife, put her away, and took another. Nephele suspected
danger to her children from the influence of the step-
mother, and took measures to send them out of her reach.
Mercury assisted her, and gave her a ram with a golden
fleece, on which she set the two children, trusting that the
ram would convey them to a place of safety. The ram
vaulted into the air with the children on his back, taking his
course to the East, till when crossing the strait that divides
Europe and Asia, the girl, whose name was Helle, fell from
his back into the sea, which from her was called the
Hellespont — now the Dardanelles. The ram continued his
career till he reached the kingdom of Colchis, on the eastern
shore of the Black Sea, where he safely landed the boy
Phryxus, who was hospitably received by Æetes, king of the
country. Phryxus sacrificed the ram to Jupiter, and gave the
Golden Fleece to Æetes, who placed it in a consecrated
rove, under the care of a sleepless dragon.
There was another kingdom in Thessaly near to that of
Athamas, and ruled over by a relative of his. The king Æson,
being tired of the cares of government, surrendered his
crown to his brother Pelias on condition that he should hold
it only during the minority of Jason, the son of Æson. When
Jason was grown up and came to demand the crown from
his uncle, Pelias pretended to be willing to yield it, but at the
same time suggested to the young man the glorious


