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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, THE FRENCH REPUBLIC,
THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN
IRELAND, and THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

—  against  —

HERMANN WILHELM GÖRING, RUDOLF HESS,
JOACHIM VON RIBBENTROP, ROBERT LEY, WILHELM
KEITEL, ERNST KALTENBRUNNER, ALFRED
ROSENBERG, HANS FRANK, WILHELM FRICK, JULIUS
STREICHER, WALTER FUNK, HJALMAR SCHACHT,
GUSTAV KRUPP VON BOHLEN UND HALBACH, KARL
DÖNITZ, ERICH RAEDER, BALDUR VON SCHIRACH,
FRITZ SAUCKEL, ALFRED JODL, MARTIN BORMANN,
FRANZ VON PAPEN, ARTHUR SEYSS-INQUART,
ALBERT SPEER, CONSTANTIN VON NEURATH, and
HANS FRITZSCHE, Individually and as Members of
Any of the Following Groups or Organizations to
which They Respectively Belonged, Namely: DIE
REICHSREGIERUNG (REICH CABINET); DAS KORPS
DER POLITISCHEN LEITER DER
NATIONALSOZIALISTISCHEN DEUTSCHEN
ARBEITERPARTEI (LEADERSHIP CORPS OF THE NAZI
PARTY); DIE SCHUTZSTAFFELN DER



NATIONALSOZIALISTISCHEN DEUTSCHEN
ARBEITERPARTEI (commonly known as the “SS”) and
including DER SICHERHEITSDIENST (commonly
known as the “SD”); DIE GEHEIME STAATSPOLIZEI
(SECRET STATE POLICE, commonly known as the
“GESTAPO”); DIE STURMABTEILUNGEN DER NSDAP
(commonly known as the “SA”); and the GENERAL
STAFF and HIGH COMMAND of the GERMAN ARMED
FORCES, all as defined in Appendix B of the
Indictment,

Defendants.
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Recognizing the importance of establishing for history an
authentic text of the Trial of major German war criminals,
the International Military Tribunal directed the publication of
the Record of the Trial. The proceedings are published in
English, French, Russian, and German, the four languages
used throughout the hearings. The documents admitted in
evidence are printed only in their original language.

The first volume contains basic, official, pre-trial
documents together with the Tribunal’s judgment and
sentence of the defendants. In subsequent volumes the Trial
proceedings are published in full from the preliminary
session of 14 November 1945 to the closing session of 1
October 1946. They are followed by an index volume.
Documents admitted in evidence conclude the publication.

The proceedings of the International Military Tribunal
were recorded in full by stenographic notes, and an electric
sound recording of all oral proceedings was maintained.

Reviewing sections have verified in the four languages
citations, statistics, and other data, and have eliminated
obvious grammatical errors and verbal irrelevancies. Finally,
corrected texts have been certified for publication by
Colonel Ray for the United States, Mr. Mercer for the United
Kingdom, Mr. Fuster for France, and Major Poltorak for the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.
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Wednesday, 20 February 1946
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GENERAL R. A. RUDENKO (Chief Prosecutor for the U.S.S.R.):
Mr. President, with the permission of the Tribunal, evidence
on the count “Despoliation and Plunder of Private, Public,
and National Property” will be presented by the State
Counsellor of Justice, Second Class, L. R. Shenin.

STATE COUNSELLOR OF JUSTICE OF THE SECOND CLASS
L. R. SHENIN (Assistant Prosecutor for the U.S.S.R.): May it
please Your Honors, my task consists in presenting to the
Tribunal evidence of the criminal and predatory motives of
Hitlerite aggression and of the monstrous plundering of the
peoples of Czechoslovakia, Poland, Yugoslavia, Greece, and
the U.S.S.R.

My colleagues have already proved that the attack on the
U.S.S.R., as well as on other European countries, was
planned and prepared beforehand by the criminal Hitlerite
Government.

I shall submit to the Tribunal a number of the
conspirators’ original documents, statements, and
speeches, which in the aggregate will prove that the
despoliation and plunder of private, public, and national



property in the occupied territories was also premeditated,
planned, and prepared on a large scale, and that thus,
simultaneously with the development of their purely military
and strategic plans of attack, the Hitlerites with the cold-
blooded deliberateness of professional robbers and
murderers also developed and prepared beforehand the
plan of organized plunder and marauding, after having
minutely and accurately calculated their future profits, their
criminal gains, their robbers’ spoils.

The official report of the Czechoslovak Government on
the crimes committed by the Hitlerites on the territory of
Czechoslovakia, the first victim of German aggression, has
already been submitted to the Tribunal as Exhibit Number
USSR-60 (Document Number USSR-60).

In the third section of this report there is a short extract
from an article by Ley, published on 30 January 1940 in the
Angriff. I quote:

“It is our destiny to belong to a superior race. A lower
race needs less room, less clothing, less food, and less
culture, than a superior race.”

This promise, this program of action, found its concrete
expression in the fact that the Hitlerite conspirators
subjected all territories occupied by them to unrestrained
plunder, highly varied in form and method and entirely
shameless in its devastating results. The report of the
Czechoslovak Government contains a large number of
examples corroborating the corresponding counts of the
Indictment.

I shall read this section into the record starting with the
first paragraph on Page 72 of the Russian translation. I read:



“The German plan of campaign against Czechoslovakia
was aimed not only against the republic as a political and
military unit, but also against the very existence of the
Czechoslovak people, who were to be robbed not only of all
political rights and cultural life, but of their wealth and their
financial and industrial resources.

“(1) Immediate Plunder.
“(a) After Munich.
“Immediately after Munich the Germans seized all the

industrial and commercial concerns belonging to the Czechs
and Jews in the seized areas of the republic; this was done
without any compensation. Czechs and Jews were robbed of
their property and of their office and plant equipment,
usually by violence and bloodshed.”

The following characteristic fact is mentioned in the
report, namely, the way in which Hitler became acquainted
with Czechoslovakia, which he had just seized. I shall read
into the record Subparagraph B of this section, entitled,
“After the Invasion of 15 March 1939.” The Tribunal will find
this excerpt on Pages 3 and 4 of the document book. I
quote:

“Hitler entered Prague at nightfall on 15 March 1939, and
spent the night there in the famous Hradschin castle. He left
on the following day, taking with him a number of valuable
tapestries. We mention this robbery not because of the
value of the stolen objects, but as an example set by the
head of the Party and of the German State on the very first
day of invasion.

“The German troops who invaded Prague brought with
them a staff of German economic experts, that is, experts in



economic looting.
“Everything that could be of some value to Germany was

seized, especially large stocks of raw materials, such as
copper, tin, iron, cotton, wool, great stocks of food, et
cetera.

“Rolling stock, carriages, engines, and so on were
removed to the Reich. All the rails in the Protectorate which
were in good condition were lifted and sent to Germany;
later they were replaced by old rails brought from Germany.
New cars fresh from the factory which were on order for the
Prague municipal tramways and had just been completed
were deflected from their purpose and sent to the Reich.

“The vessels belonging to the Czechoslovak Danube
Steam Navigation Company (the majority of shares
belonged to the Czechoslovak State) were divided between
the Reich and Hungary.

“Valuable objects of art and furniture disappeared from
public buildings, without even an attempt at any legal
justification of such robbery; pictures, statues, tapestries
were taken to Germany. The Czech National Museum, the
Modern Art Gallery, and public and private collections were
plundered.

“The German Reich Commissioner of the Czechoslovak
National Bank stopped all payments of currency abroad and
seized all the gold reserve and foreign currency in the
Protectorate. Thus the Germans took 23,000 kilograms of
gold of a nominal value of 737,000 million crowns
(5,265,000 pounds sterling) and transferred the gold from
the Bank of International Settlement to the Reichsbank.”



One of the methods of thorough—I should say total—
plunder was the so-called economic Germanization. I submit
to the Tribunal as evidence of these crimes the following
extract from the official Czechoslovak report. This extract
the Tribunal will find on Pages 4 and 5 of the document
book:

“(2) Economic Germanization.
“A. Rural. Expropriation.
“(aa) After Munich.
“In the areas occupied by the German Army in October

1938 Germany began to settle her nationals on all the farms
formerly belonging to Czechs or Jews who had fled for
political or racial reasons.

“The Czechoslovak Land Reform Act of 1919, insofar as it
benefited Czech nationals, was declared invalid; Czech
farmers were expelled from their land and compelled to
relinquish their cattle, agricultural implements, and
furniture.

“On paper the Czechs received compensation; in fact,
however, they were burdened with taxes in order to make
good the so-called ‘deliberate damage’ they were alleged to
have caused by their flight. These taxes far exceeded the
compensation.

“The large agricultural and government estates of the
Czechoslovak Republic automatically became Reich property
and came under the jurisdiction of the Reich ministries
concerned.

“(bb) After the invasion of 15 March 1939.
“After the invasion, German directors, supervisors, and

foremen replaced Czech nationals in state-owned



enterprises of the Czechoslovak Republic.
“Germanization of private property began, of course,

under the slogan ‘Aryanization.’
“The Germanization of rural Bohemia and Moravia was

entrusted to a special body called ‘Deutsche
Siedlungsgesellschaft’ located in Prague.

“Czech peasants were offered compensation for their
food products but at entirely inadequate prices.

“Rural Germanization, apart from Germanization pure
and simple, aimed at pauperizing as many well-to-do Czech
nationals as possible.

“The Nazis did their utmost to squeeze as much as
possible out of Czech agriculture. Here too their aim was
twofold: On the one hand to obtain as much foodstuffs as
possible, and on the other, to carry the process of
Germanization as far as possible.

“Farmers were turned out of their farms to make way for
German settlers—entire agricultural districts were in this
way cleared of Czechs. Agricultural co-operative societies in
control of production were transformed into auxiliary
organizations and were gradually germanized.

“The looting of property and wealth was followed by the
pillaging of products of the soil. Heavy fines and frequently
even the death penalty were imposed on Czech peasants for
intentional failure to comply with orders regarding
production, delivery, and rationing.

“B. Expropriation of banks and their funds.
“In Czechoslovakia industrial undertakings were directly

financed by the banks, which often owned or controlled the



majority of shares. Having obtained control of the banks, the
Nazis thus secured control of industry.

“(a) After Munich.
“After Munich, two important German banks, the

Dresdner Bank and the Deutsche Bank took over the
branches of Prague banks, situated in the ceded territory.
Thus among the enterprises taken over by the Dresdner
Bank were 32 branches of the Bohemian Discount Bank and
among those taken over by the Deutsche Bank were 25
branches of Bohemian Union Bank.

“As soon as these two banks obtained control of the
branch banks in the Sudetenland they also endeavored to
gain influence on the respective head offices of these banks
in Prague.

“The Czechoslovak banks were joint stock companies.
Every joint stock company with even one Jewish director
was considered to be Jewish. In this manner the non-Jewish
property was also taken over.

“(b) After the invasion of 15 March 1939.
“After the invasion several Czechoslovak banks in

Bohemia, in consequence of their Aryanization, became the
property of the Dresdner Bank. Among other enterprises,
this German bank took over the Union Bank of Bohemia. In
this way all the financial interests which these banks had in
Czech industry, as well as the entire share capital, fell into
German hands.

“From that time on German capital began to infiltrate into
the Czech banks; their expropriation and incorporation into
the German bank system began. The Dresdner Bank (the
establishment which administered the funds of the National



Socialist Party) and the Deutsche Bank were officially
entrusted with the task of expropriating the funds belonging
to the Czechoslovak banking concerns.

“By means of various ‘transactions,’ by gaining influence
through the branch banks in the Sudetenland over their
respective head offices in Prague, by reducing the share
capital, which was later increased with German assistance,
by appropriating industrial holdings and in this way
acquiring influence over the controlling banks which were
thus deprived of their industrial interests, et cetera, the two
Berlin banks achieved complete control of the banks of the
Protectorate. Gestapo terror helped them.”

I skip one paragraph of this report and pass on to the
next count:

“C. Destruction of National Industry.
“(a) Compulsory organization.
“After the invasion the Germans introduced into the

Protectorate the compulsory organization of Czech industry
on the German model.

“They appointed a committee for every new association
and all the industrial ‘groups’ appointing at least one Nazi as
chairman or vice chairman or, just as an ordinary member.
However, all the Czech members actually were mere
puppets.

“(b) Armament factories.
“The Dresdner Bank acquired the most important

armament factories in Czechoslovakia, that is, the Skoda
Works in Pilsen and the Czechoslovak ‘Zborjobka’ in Brünn.
The private share-holders were forced to surrender their
shares at prices far below their actual value; the bank paid



for these shares with coupons which had been withdrawn
from circulation, and confiscated by the Germans in the
districts previously ceded in accordance with the Munich
agreement.

“(c) The Hermann Göring Werke.
“The seizure by the Germans of the Czechoslovak banks

and thus of the industry, through the big Berlin banks, was
accomplished with the help of the gigantic Hermann Göring
Werke which seized the greatest Czechoslovak industries,
one by one, at the smallest financial cost, that is to say,
under the pretext of Aryanization, by pressure from the
Reich, by financial measures, and finally by threatening
Gestapo measures and concentration camps.

“Finally, all the large Czechoslovak enterprises, factories,
and armament plants, and the coal and iron industries fell
into German hands. The huge chemical industry was seized
by the German concern, I. G. Farben Industrie.”

I skip the paragraph concerning the same methods
adopted in the case of light industry and pass on to the next
count of the report, “Financial Spoliation.”

“After the occupation of the territory, ceded apparently in
accordance with the Munich agreement, the Germans
refused to take over part of the Czechoslovak State debt,
although they acquired very valuable State property in the
districts taken away from Czechoslovakia. Government
bonds of low denominations amounting to a total of 1,600
million crowns were in circulation in the occupied territory.

“The Germans reserved the right to use these obligations
in Czechoslovakia as legal tender.”



Gentlemen, further on in this report we find a detailed
account of the Hitlerite campaign of spoliation directed
against the financial economy of the Czechoslovak Republic.
With a view to saving time I shall refrain from quoting this
excerpt and shall merely submit the balance sheet of the
Czechoslovak National Bank.

“The balance sheet of the Czech National Bank showed
the following figures for ‘other assets’ in million of crowns:
31 December 1938, 845; 31 December 1939, 3,576; 31
December 1942, 17,366.”

I now quote an excerpt from the section entitled, “Taxes”:
“When war broke out the Nazis fixed the war contribution

of the Protectorate at an annual sum of 2,000 million crowns
(14.2 million pounds sterling). The Nazis claimed that they
were entitled to this on the grounds that the Czechs did not
have to fight, because the Germans fought for them.

“Immediately after the occupation the Germans seized
the proceeds of various indirect taxes and diverted them
into the Reich Treasury.”

Gentlemen, the excerpt which I just read from the report
of the Czechoslovak Government gives an adequate picture
of the manner in which, after having seized Czechoslovakia,
the Hitlerites subjected it to wanton plunder in every field of
its economic life—agriculture, industry, and finance.

Having seized the entire economic resources of the
Czechoslovak Republic, the Hitlerite Government forced this
economy to serve their criminal interests, extracting
everything possible in order to prepare for further
aggression against the peoples of Europe and for new



military attacks with the monstrous aim of achieving world
domination by the German “master race.”

I shall now pass to the reading of the fourth section of
the official report of the Polish Government dealing with
crimes committed by the Hitlerites in occupied Poland. This
report has already been presented to the Tribunal as Exhibit
Number USSR-93 (Document Number USSR-93) and,
according to Article 21 of the Charter, constitutes irrefutable
evidence. I quote an excerpt from this report which the
Tribunal will find on Page 14 of the document book:

“Expropriation and plunder of public and private property.
“a) On 27 September 1939 the German military

authorities issued a decree concerning the sequestration
and confiscation of Polish property in the western provinces.
‘The property of the Polish State, Polish public institutions,
municipalities and unions, individuals, and corporations can
be sequestered and confiscated,’ stated Paragraph 1 of the
said decree.

“b) The right of the military authorities to dispose of
Polish property in the incorporated provinces passed to the
‘Haupttreuhandstelle Ost’ (created by Göring on 1
November 1939) with headquarters in Berlin and branch
offices in Poland. It was entrusted with the administration of
confiscated property of the Polish State, as well as with the
general policy in Poland in accordance with the plan devised
by the Reich Government.

“c) By a decree of 15 January 1940, the entire property of
the Polish State was placed under ‘protection,’ which
practically meant confiscation of all State property in the



incorporated territories. A special decree of 12 February
1940 dealt with agriculture and forestry in the same way.

“d) The confiscation of private property in the western
provinces was initiated by a decree of 31 January 1940.
Special permission was required for acquisition of property
and transfer of ownership rights in all enterprises in the
incorporated territory. By another decree of 12 June 1940,
Göring authorized the ‘Haupttreuhandstelle Ost’ to seize
and administer, not only State property, but also the
property of citizens of the ‘former Polish State.’

“e) The process of confiscation, however, went further.
The property of Polish citizens became liable to seizure and
confiscation unless the owner acquired German citizenship
in accordance with Hitler’s decree of 8 October 1939.

“Other decrees dealt with the repayment of debts,
because the sequestrators were authorized to repay debts
to privileged creditors only. These were members of the
‘Deutsche Volksliste’ so far as war debts were concerned, as
well as citizens of the Reich or the free city of Danzig, as
regards debts incurred after 1 September 1939.”

I skip two pages of this report enumerating the
companies which were specially created for carrying out of
this plunder activity and also for plundering the Polish-
Jewish population, which as is already known to the Tribunal,
was later exterminated. I pass on to the end of the Polish
Government report. The Tribunal will find this excerpt on
Page 17 of the document book.

Mere quotations from these and other decrees may
create a wrong impression as to the means used by the
defendants in the case of the Jewish property in Poland. But



it should be pointed out that steps concerning Jewish
property were only preliminaries to infinitely greater crimes
in the future. At the end of this section of the report is justly
stated—I quote:

“Aside from the crimes which have been proved and
described here, there are thousands of others which fade
into insignificance beside the numberless crimes of mass
murder, mass plunder, and mass destruction.”

It is impossible to enumerate all the crimes committed in
Poland under the direct leadership of the Defendant Frank,
who was the head of all the administration in the so-called
Government General.

Frank’s diaries which were found and became part of the
evidence in this case, give a clear and concrete idea of the
crimes committed by the Hitlerites in Poland under his
direction. In these diaries, Your Honors, are entries which
have a direct bearing on the subject of my presentation.

Therefore I should like, with your permission, to quote
excerpts from this diary which have not yet been quoted.

I quote from the volume entitled “Conference of
Departmental Heads for 1939-1940” (Document Number
USSR-223), Pages 11 and 12. In your document book,
gentlemen, this excerpt is on Page 21:

“My relationship with the Poles resembles that between
an ant and a plant louse. When I treat the Poles helpfully,
tickle them in a friendly manner, so to speak, I do it in the
expectation that I shall profit by their labor output. This is
not a political, but a purely tactical and technical problem.
In cases where, in spite of all measures, the output does not



increase, or where I have the slightest reason to step in, I
would not hesitate to take even the most Draconian action.”

From the volume entitled “Diary 1942” I quote:
“Dr. Frank: ‘We must remember that notes issued by the

Bank of Poland to the value of 540,000,000 zlotys were
taken over in Occupied Eastern Territory by the Governor
General without any compensation being made by the
Reich. This represents a contribution of more than 500
million exacted from the Government General by Germany,
in addition to other payments.’  ”

From the same volume, Page 1277—this concerns the
Governor’s conference which took place on 7 December
1942, in Kraków—measures for increasing production for the
years 1942-43 were discussed. A certain Dr. Fischer stated:

“If the new food scheme is carried out, it would mean
that in Warsaw and its suburbs alone 500,000 people would
be deprived of food.”

From the same volume on Page 1331, Frank speaks:
“I shall endeavor to squeeze out from the reserves of this

province everything that it is still possible to squeeze
out.  .  .  . If you recall that I was able to send to Germany
600,000 tons of grain and that an additional 180,000 tons
were reserved for local troops, as well as many thousands of
tons of seed, fats, vegetables, besides the export to
Germany of 300 million eggs, et cetera, you will understand
how important work in this region is for Germany.”

This same Frank on Page 1332 states the following—the
Tribunal will find this quotation on Page 27 of the document
book:



“These consignments to the Reich had, however, one
definite drawback to them, since the quantities we were
responsible for delivering exceeded the actual food supplies
required by the region. We now have to face the following
problem. Can we, as from February, cut 2 million non-
German inhabitants of the region out of the general
rationing scheme?”

In the volume entitled “Workers Conferences for 1943,”
we find an excerpt concerning the conference of 14 April
1943, which took place in Kraków. On Page 28 of the
document book, the Tribunal will find the excerpt which I
wish to read into the record.

“President Naumann is speaking, and he quotes the
figures estimated for 1943-44:

“One thousand five hundred tons of sweets for the
Germans, 36 million liters of skimmed fresh milk;
15,100,000 liters of full cream milk for the Germans.”

On Page 24 the same person continues—this total
account is on Page 28 of the document book:

“Last year, more than 20 percent of the total amount of
live stock in the Government General was requisitioned.
Cattle which were really required for the production of milk
and butter were slaughtered last year so that the Reich and
the armed forces could be supplied and the meat ration
maintained to a certain extent. If we want 120,000 tons of
meat, we must sacrifice 40 percent of the remaining live
stock.”

And further:
“In answer to a question by the Governor General,

President Naumann replied that 383,000 tons of grain were



requisitioned in 1940, 685,000 tons in 1941, and 1.2 million
tons in 1942. It appears from these figures that requisitions
have increased from year to year and have steadily
approached the limits of possibility. Now they are preparing
to increase the requisitions by another 200,000 tons which
will bring them to the extreme bounds of possibility. The
Polish peasant cannot be allowed to starve beyond the point
where he will still be able to cultivate his fields and carry out
any further tasks imposed upon him, such as carting wood
for the forestry authorities.”

However, the quotation which I have read from
Naumann’s reply in no way influenced the policy of the
merciless plundering of the Polish people, whose fate, to use
Frank’s own words, interested him from one angle only.

In the volume entitled “Diary, From 1 January to 28
February 1944” there is the following statement by Frank
made at the conference of the leaders of German
agriculture on 12 January 1944. The Tribunal will find this
excerpt on Page 30 of the document book.

“Once we have won the war, the Poles, Ukrainians, and
all other people living around can be made into mincemeat,
or anything else, as far as I am concerned.”

I believe, Your Honors, that after this quotation there is
no need for me, as a representative of the Soviet
Prosecution, to add anything more to that section of my
statement which deals with the crimes committed by the
Hitlerite criminals on the territory of the Polish State.
Indeed, any one of the sentences quoted is more than
sufficient to give us an exact picture of the regime in Poland



created by Frank, and of Frank himself, who created this
regime.

Turning now to the plunder and pillage of private and
public property by the Hitlerites in Yugoslavia, I must, Your
Honors, read the appropriate extracts of the official report of
the Yugoslav Government, submitted to the International
Military Tribunal by the Soviet Prosecution as Exhibit USSR-
36 (Document Number USSR-36). This report, in accordance
with Article 21 of the Charter, is submitted as irrefutable
evidence.

Count 6 of this report, entitled “Plunder of Public and
Private Property,” reads as follows—this count is on Page 32
of the document book:

“6. Plunder of public and private property.
“Along with the exploitation of manpower the plundering

of public and private property was systematically carried out
in Yugoslavia. This plunder was carried out in various ways
and within the scope of the different measures taken. In this
way, too, Germany succeeded in completely exhausting the
economic and financial forces in occupied Yugoslavia and in
destroying her almost completely from the economic point
of view.

“We shall cite here only a few examples of this
systematic plunder:

“A. Currency and credit measures.
“Just as in other occupied countries, the Germans,

immediately after their entry into Yugoslavia, carried out a
series of currency measures which enabled them to take out
of Yugoslavia in great quantities goods and other valuables
at an insignificant price. As early as 14 April 1941”—that is



to say, even before the occupation of Yugoslavia was
actually completed—“the Commander-in-Chief of the Army,
‘on the basis of the authority received from the Führer and
Supreme Commander of the German Armed Forces,’ issued
the ‘Proclamation Concerning Occupied Yugoslav Territory.’

“Article 9 of this proclamation fixes an obligatory rate of
exchange of 20 Yugoslav dinars for 1 German mark. Thus
the value of the dinar in relation to the Reichsmark was
artificially and by force lowered. The real rate of exchange
before the war was much more favorable to the Yugoslav
currency.

“This proves clearly the violation of the appropriate
regulations of the Hague Convention, as well as the
existence of a plan prepared in advance for the depreciation
of Yugoslav currency.”

I submit to the Tribunal a certified photographic copy of
the aforementioned proclamation as Exhibit Number USSR-
140 (Document Number USSR-140).

“The second predatory measure in the field of currency
policy was the introduction of German bonds
(Reichskreditkassenschein) as an obligatory means of
payment in the occupied territory of Yugoslavia. This
measure was also mentioned in Paragraph IX of the
proclamation submitted to the Tribunal as Exhibit Number
USSR-140. These so-called occupation marks, which were
without any economic foundation and without any value
whatsoever in Germany itself, were printed in Yugoslavia in
accordance with the needs of the German forces of
occupation and authorities and in this way served as a



means for enabling them to make purchases at a very low
price.

“On 30 June 1942”—that is to say, more than a year later
—“these Reich bonds were withdrawn. This took place after
the Germans had already bought up almost everything that
could be purchased in Yugoslavia, and the Yugoslav State
Bank had been liquidated and all its properties plundered. In
its stead the Germans created the so-called Serbian
National Bank.

“However, so that the Germans would suffer no loss
through this measure, the Serbian National Bank was forced
to exchange the so-called occupation marks for new dinars.
The marks thus exchanged were simply withdrawn from the
Serbian National Bank by the Germans against receipt. In
this way one of the most shameless plunders was carried
out, which cost Yugoslavia many thousands of millions of
dinars.”

I submit to the Tribunal as Exhibit Number USSR-194
(Document Number USSR-194), “the German decree of 30
June 1942 concerning the withdrawal of notes issued by the
Reichskreditkasse and also a certified copy of the decree
concerning the Serbian National Bank, of 29 May 1941,” as
Exhibit Number USSR-135 (Document Number USSR-135).

“It can be seen from these documents that the German
occupation authorities carried out by force the illegal
liquidation of the Yugoslav State Bank, under the pretext
that Yugoslavia no longer existed, and that they took
advantage of this liquidation in order to plunder the country
on an enormous scale.



“The Germans established the so-called Serbian National
Bank exclusively for the purpose of creating an instrument
for their predatory economic and currency policy in Serbia.
The bank was administered by officials whom they
themselves appointed.

“The measures taken with regard to Yugoslav metal coins
are also very characteristic. The Yugoslav coinage, which
contained a certain percent of silver and brass, was
withdrawn, and replaced by coins of very poor metal alloy.
Naturally, the Germans carried to Germany a large quantity
of the most valuable Yugoslav coins.

“B. Requisitions and fines.”
The Tribunal will find this excerpt on Page 40 of the

document book:
“Reich Minister Speer, head of the Armament and War

Production Ministry, declared that fixed prices were the
Magna Carta of the Armament Program.”

The Defendant Göring, on 26 March 1943, issued a
decree demanding a further decrease in the prices of all
goods imported from the occupied countries.

“This lowering of prices was attained by means of
currency measures as well as by means of requisitioning,
confiscation, fines, and in particular, through a special price
policy.

“By means of requisitioning, a policy of fixed low prices,
and compulsory sales, the Government of the Reich was
enabled to plunder thoroughly the Yugoslav people. This
went so far that even the quisling institutions collaborating
with the Germans frequently had to declare that the quotas
of goods demanded by the Germans could not be filled.



“Thus, a report made by the district chief, for the
Moravski District”—quisling administration of Milan Nedic
—“on 12 February 1942, stated:

“1. If they are deprived of so many cattle, the peasants
will not be able to cultivate their fields. On the one hand,
they are ordered to cultivate every inch of ground, on the
other hand, their cattle are ruthlessly confiscated.

“2. The cattle are purchased at such a low price that the
peasants feel that they are hardly compensated at all for
the loss of their cattle.

“Similar examples from other regions or districts of
Yugoslavia are very numerous.

“In order to plunder the country, the Germans often
reverted to the systematic imposition of money fines. For
instance the cash fines imposed by the ‘Feldkommandantur’
in Belgrade during 1943 alone amounted to 48,818,068
dinars. In Nish, during the first 3½ months of 1943, the cash
fines amounted to 5,065,000 dinars.

“Finally, we should like to give here a few details
regarding the clearing accounts through which the export of
Yugoslav goods to Germany was carried out. As early as 1
March 1943 the clearing balance in favor of Serbia
amounted to 219 million Reichsmark, or 4,380 million
dinars. By the end of the occupation Germany owed Serbia
10,000 million dinars.

“The situation was the same in all the other provinces of
Yugoslavia, and only the methods of plundering varied
according to local conditions.

“C. Confiscations.



“Confiscations were one of the most widespread and
effective means of plundering Yugoslavia.

“Before the occupation of Yugoslavia was completed in
1941, a decree on confiscation was issued by the Germans
in the combat zone. Pursuant to this decree the Germans
confiscated enormous quantities of agricultural products,
raw materials, semi-manufactured, and other goods.”

I submit to the Tribunal a certified copy of the above-
mentioned decree as Exhibit Number USSR-206 (Document
Number USSR-206).



“Immediately after the occupation of the country, the
German occupation authorities introduced by means of
numerous decrees, the system of confiscation of private and
public property.”

In order to save time I skip a part of this section of the
document which quotes concrete examples of the
confiscation of property belonging to the Yugoslav
population, and I pass on to the next count, which is
entitled, “Other Methods of Plunder.” The members of the
Tribunal will find this section on Page 52:

“Together with the aforesaid methods of plunder, which
were carried out on the basis of various decrees, laws, and
regulations, more primitive methods of looting were
practiced throughout the Yugoslav territory. They were not
sporadic incidents but constituted a part of the German
system for enslavement and exploitation.

“The Germans plundered everything from industrial and
economic undertakings, down to cattle, food, and even
simplest objects for personal use.”

I shall cite a few examples:
“1. Immediately after their entry into Yugoslavia, the

Germans looted all the bigger firms and storehouses. They
generally engaged in this form of looting at night, after the
so-called curfew hours.

“2. The order of Major General Kuebler”—which has
already been submitted to the Tribunal by the Soviet
Prosecution as Document Number USSR-132—“contains the
following passage:

“  ‘Troops must treat these members of the population
who maintain an unfriendly attitude toward the occupation


