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Keith Bezanson, former President of Canada’s International
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socio-economic system. Taking a Schumpeterian
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opportunity in the potentials of information communication
technologies, it also sets outs a blueprint for collective
action by us. It is a must read for all of us, who should
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Keun Lee, Winner of the Schumpeter Prize, 2014, and
Professor of Economics, Seoul National University

‘This work is a tour de force by a mature and insightful
social scientist, worth reading by anybody concerned with
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sustainability.’
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required to do better. Kaplinsky’s book does just that,
bringing together historical, political and economic
research in a way that allows us to both learn from history,
and to have a more prosperous and sustainable future.’
Mariana Mazzucato, Founding Director of the UCL Institute

for Innovation and Public Purpose, and author of Mission
Economy: A Moonshot Guide to Changing Capitalism

‘Kaplinsky has laid out with clarity, historical perspective
and illuminating supporting data just how the current
economic picture indicates a turning point in advanced
capitalism. Kaplinsky’s driving and compelling historical
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that is both grounded and hopeful, touching on income
equality, environmental resilience and economic
development. Sustainable Futures is a serious and highly
readable account of our recent economic history and our
potential path forward. Informative, insightful and
inspiring.’
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New School for Social Research, New York
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solutions. Indispensable reading!’
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the Economy and Climate, Professor of Economics at the
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Preface
I decided to write this book after returning from a
wonderful family summer vacation in September 2018.
Looming over the warm afterglow of the holiday was the
spectre of a damaged and increasingly unsustainable
world. Donald Trump was two years into his malign
disruptive Administration, threatening safety and
livelihoods not just in the US, but across the world. It was
increasingly clear that the UK was descending into a
narrow tunnel in which delusions of past imperial grandeur,
coupled with rising xenophobia, fuelled an insular and
destructive nationalism. In my country of origin, South
Africa, ‘state capture’ had led to the looting of state coffers
by a predatory and opportunistic new elite. In Brazil,
President Bolsonaro was following in the footsteps of his
mentor, Donald Trump, and in the slums of the Philippines,
police were encouraged to shoot on sight. If that wasn’t
enough, climate change and global warming were
accelerating at an alarming rate.
Out of my post-holiday depression was born a desire to
contribute in some small way to finding a solution to these
societal ills. This book is an attempt to identify a path
which might help us to get out of the mess in which we find
ourselves. Learning from history, it is not inevitable that
our worlds collapse into increasing unsustainability. To the
contrary, there are credible reasons for optimism, and this
is the furrow which I plough in this book.
Out of crisis comes opportunity. It is possible to rebuild a
more sustainable world by taking advantage of the
potential offered by a new socio-economic paradigm. The



lives of all of our grandchildren – to whom this book is
dedicated – demand that we do so.
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