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Introduction

As society becomes more global, knowing how to say at least a

few words in other languages opens doors to communication.

Carrying on a brief conversation in an immersion situation can

enrich your experience. You may be planning a trip to Italy for

business or pleasure. You may have friends and neighbors who

speak other languages, or you may want to get in touch with

your heritage by learning a little bit of the language that is

spoken today in the place your ancestors came from.

Whatever your reason for wanting to learn some Italian, Italian

For Dummies can help. Two experts at helping readers develop

knowledge — Berlitz, experts in teaching foreign languages; and

John Wiley & Sons, Inc., publishers of the best-selling For

Dummies series — have teamed up to produce a book that gives

you basic Italian language skills. We’re not promising fluency

here, but basic communicative competency that will allow you

to be understood. If you need to greet someone, purchase a

ticket, or order off a menu in Italian, you need look no further

than Italian For Dummies.

About This Book
This is not a class that you have to drag yourself to twice a

week for a specified period of time. You can use Italian For

Dummies however you want to, whether your goal is to learn

some words and phrases to help you get around when you visit

Italy, or you just want to be able to say “Hello, how are you?” to

your Italian-speaking neighbor. Go through this book at your

own pace, reading as much or as little at a time as you like. You

don’t have to trudge through the chapters in order, either; just

read the sections that interest you.



Note: If you’ve never taken Italian before, you may want to read

the chapters in Part I before you tackle the later chapters.

Conventions Used in This
Book

To make this book easy for you to navigate, we’ve set up a few

conventions:

 Italian terms are set in boldface to make them stand out.

 Pronunciations are set in normal type with stressed

syllables in italics. English translations are also set in

italics.

 Verb conjugations (lists that show you the forms of a

verb) are given in tables in this order of six persons: “I,”

“you” (singular, informal), “he/she/it/you” (formal), “we,”

“you” (plural/informal), and “they/you” (plural, formal)

form. Pronunciations follow in the second column.

Following is an example using parlare (pahr-lah-reh) (to

speak). The translations in the third column have all

three forms, but for the sake of space, I only give you the

first:



Language learning is a peculiar beast, so this book includes a

few elements that other For Dummies books do not. Following

are the new elements you’ll find:

 Talkin’ the Talk dialogues: The best way to learn a

language is to see and hear how it’s used in

conversation, so we include dialogues throughout the

book under the heading “Talkin’ the Talk.” Listen to and

repeat these dialogues as often as you like. In both the

CD and the text, they will help you approximate

authentic pronunciation.

 Words to Know blackboards: Identifying key words and

phrases is also important in language learning, so we

collect the important words in a chapter (or section

within a chapter) in a chalkboard, with the heading

“Words to Know.”

 Fun & Games activities: You can use the Fun & Games

activities to reinforce some chapter concepts you’ve

learned. These word games are fun ways to gauge your

progress.

Also note that because each language has its own ways of

expressing ideas, the English translations that we provide for

the Italian terms may not be exactly literal. We want you to



know the gist of what’s being said. For example, the phrase Mi

dica (mee dee-kah) can be translated literally as the formal

imperative “Tell me,” but the phrase really means “(How) Can I

help you?”

Foolish Assumptions
To write this book, we had to make some assumptions about

who you are and what you want from a book called Italian For

Dummies. These are the assumptions we made:

 You know no Italian — or if you took it back in school,

you don’t remember much.

 You’re not looking for a book that will make you fluent in

Italian; you just want to know some words, phrases, and

sentence constructions so that you can communicate

basic information in Italian.

 You don’t want to have to memorize long lists of

vocabulary words or a bunch of boring grammar rules.

 You want to have fun and learn a little bit of Italian at the

same time.

If these statements apply to you, you’ve found the right book!

How This Book Is
Organized

This book is divided by topic into parts, and then into chapters.

The following sections tell you what types of information you



can find in each part.

Part I: Getting Started
This part lets you get your feet wet by giving you some Italian

basics: how to pronounce your ABCs, numbers, words, and so

on. We even boost your confidence by reintroducing you to

some Italian words that you probably already know. Finally, we

outline the basics of Italian grammar that you may need to know

when you work through later chapters in the book.

Part II: Italian in Action
In this part, you begin learning and using Italian. Instead of

focusing on grammar points as many language textbooks do,

this part focuses on everyday situations, such as shopping,

dining, going out, asking for directions, and being home.

Part III: Italian on the Go
This part gives you the tools you need to take your Italian on

the road, whether it’s planning a trip or excursion, navigating

public transportation, finding a room, or handling an

emergency.

Part IV: The Part of Tens
If you’re looking for small, easily digestible pieces of

information about Italian, this part is for you. Here, you can find

ten ways to learn Italian quickly, ten useful Italian expressions

to know, ten things never to say in Italian, and more.



Part V: Appendixes
This part of the book includes important information that you

can use for reference. We include verb tables, which show you

how to conjugate regular and irregular verbs. We also provide a

listing of the tracks that appear on the audio CD that comes

with this book so that you can find out where in the book those

dialogues are and follow along. We give you a mini-dictionary in

both Italian-to-English and English-to-Italian formats. If you

encounter an Italian word that you don’t understand, or you

need to say something in Italian, you can look it up here. You

can also find the answers to the Fun and Games sections here.

Icons Used in This Book
You may be looking for particular information while reading this

book. To make certain types of information easier for you to

find, we’ve placed the following icons in the left-hand margins

throughout the book:

 This icon highlights tips that can make learning Italian

easier.

 To ensure that you don’t forget important information,

this icon serves as a reminder, like a string tied around

your finger.

 Languages are full of quirks that may trip you up if you’re

not prepared for them. This icon points to discussions of



these weird grammar rules.

 If you’re looking for information and advice about culture

and travel, look for these icons.

 The audio CD that comes with this book gives you the

opportunity to listen to real Italian speakers so that you

can get a better understanding of what Italian sounds like.

This icon marks the Talkin’ the Talk dialogues that you can

find on the CD. This is a great way to practice your own

speaking.

Where to Go from Here
Learning a language is all about jumping in and giving it a try

(no matter how bad your pronunciation is at first). So make the

leap! Start at the beginning, pick a chapter that interests you, or

pop the CD into your stereo or computer and listen to a few

dialogues. Skip over the parts that distract you and take you

away from Italian (such as the pronunciation spellings and

translations after you’ve been through them once): The more

you think in Italian, the more natural it will come to you. Before

long, you’ll be able to respond, “Sì!” when people ask, “Parla

italiano?”



Part I

Getting Started

In this part . . .
Ciao! See? You already understand some Italian, although you

may think we’re saying good-bye before we even say hello. The

truth is that ciao mean both “hello” and “goodbye.”

These first four chapters introduce you to the basics of the

Italian language: Chapter 1 gets you going with pronunciation,

Chapter 2 helps you with basic Italian grammar. You learn how



to say “hello” and “goodbye” as well as how to introduce

yourself and others in Chapter 3. And you learn how to tell time,

put dates in your calendar, and ask for phone numbers in

Chapter 4. So Andiamo! (ah-de-ah-moh) (Let’s go!)



Chapter 1

Saying It Like It Is

In This Chapter
 Taking note of the little Italian you know

 Looking at popular expressions and cognates

 Learning basic Italian pronunciation

 Using gestures

You probably know that Italian is a Romance language, which

means that Italian, just like Spanish, French, Portuguese, and

some other languages, is a “child” of Latin. There was a time

when Latin was the official language in a large part of Europe

because the Romans ruled so much of the area. Before the

Romans came, people spoke their own languages, and the

mixture of these original tongues with Latin produced many of

the languages and dialects still in use today.

If you know one of these Romance languages you can often

understand bits of another one of them. But just as members of

the same family can look very similar but have totally different

personalities, so it is with these languages. People in different

areas speak in very different ways due to historical or social

reasons, and even though Italian is the official language, Italy

has a rich variety of dialects. Some dialects are so far from

Italian that people from different regions cannot understand

each other.

Despite the number of different accents and dialects, you will be

happy to discover that everybody understands the Italian you



speak and you understand theirs. (Italians don’t usually speak

in their dialect with people outside their region.)

You Already Know Some
Italian!

Although Italians are very proud of their language, they have

allowed some English words to enter it. They talk, for example,

about gadgets, jogging, feeling and shock; they often use the

word okay; and since computers have entered their lives, they

say “cliccare sul mouse” (kleek-kah-reh soohl mouse) (to click

the mouse). Finally, there’s lo zapping (loh zap-ping), which

means switching TV channels with the remote. These are only a

few of the flood of English words that have entered the Italian

language.

In the same way, many Italian words are known in English-

speaking countries. Can you think of some?

How about . . .

 pizza (peet-tsah)

 pasta (pahs-tah)

 spaghetti (spah-geht-tee)

 tortellini (tohr-tehl-lee-nee)

 mozzarella (moht-tsah-rehl-lah)

 espresso (ehs-prehs-soh)

 cappuccino (kahp-pooh-chee-noh)


