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in Britain).
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Hughes, Wodwo; Tom Raworth, The Relation Ship; John Riley,
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Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia; students and workers riot
in Paris;: Race Relations Act; Enoch Powell’s “rivers of blood”
speech against immigration.
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Thomas Kinsella, Nightwalker and Other Poems; Edwin
Morgan, The Second Life; J. H. Prynne, Kitchen Poems; C. H.
Sisson, Metamorphoses; R. S. Thomas, Not that He Brought
Flowers

1969

Riots in Derry; British troops sent to Northern Ireland;
beginning of the Troubles.

George Mackay Brown, The Year of the Whale; Donald Davie,
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Charles Tomlinson, Way of a World
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(UK) Election of Conservative government: Edward Heath,
Prime Minister; dock strike, state of emergency declared,;
British Petroleum announces North Sea oil discovery; Tonga
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W. S. Graham, Malcolm Mooney’s Land; Tony Harrison, The
Loiners; Ted Hughes, Crow; Peter Porter, The Last of
England, John Riley, What Reason Was
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beginning of detentions without trial in Northern Ireland;
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“Bloody Sunday,” thirteen killed by British troops in
Northern Ireland; British Embassy in Dublin burned;
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Laureate; Donald Davie, The Shires; Seamus Heaney,
Wintering Out; Thomas Kinsella, Butcher’'s Dozen; Notes
from the Land of the Dead and Other Poems; Derek Mahon,
Lives; John Montague, The Rough Field; R. S. Thomas, H'm

1973

(Ire.) Fine Gael government: Liam Cosgrave, Prime Minister;
Britain and Ireland enter EEC; World oil crisis; IRA bombing
campaign begins; Sunningdale Agreement for power-sharing
in Northern Ireland (collapses 1974); beginning of coal
miners’ strike; Bahamas independent.

Death of W. H. Auden; D. ]J. Enright, The Terrible Shears:
Scenes from a Twenties Childhood; Michael Longley, An
Exploded View,; Edwin Morgan, From Glasgow to Saturn; Paul
Muldoon, New Weather; Peter Redgrove and Penelope
Shuttle, The Hermaphrodite Album; John Riley, Ways of
Approaching



1974

(UK) Labour government: Harold Wilson, Prime Minister;
Local Government Act reforms administrative map;
Prevention of Terrorism Act; Grenada independent; Ireland
allows sale of contraceptives to married couples.

Death of Austin Clarke; death of David Jones; Allen Fisher,
Place; Veronica Forrest-Thomson, Cordelia: or, “A Poem
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the Living and the Dead; Philip Larkin, High Windows, C. H.
Sisson, In the Trojan Ditch; Anne  Stevenson,
Correspondences: A family history in letters

1975
Sex Discrimination Act, Equal Pay Act come into force.
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1976
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Castle; Trevor Joyce, The Poems of Sweeny Peregrine
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(Ire.) Fianna Fail government: Jack Lynch, Taoiseach; (UK)
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Gaudete; Andrew Motion, Pleasure Steamers; Paul Muldoon,
Mules; Tom Paulin, A State of Justice; Denise Riley, Marxism
for Infants

1978
Beginning of “winter of discontent.”

Death of Hugh MacDiarmid; Tony Harrison, From the School
of Eloquence and Other Poems; Geoffrey Hill, Tenebrae; Ted
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(UK) Conservative government: Margaret Thatcher, Prime
Minister; (lre.) Lynch resigns; Charles Haughey, Taoiseach;
Irish pound joins Exchange Rate Mechanism; Scottish and
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Neave and Lord Mountbatten; Warrenpoint ambush.
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Their Spoils; Ken Smith, Fox Running



1981
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Fitzgerald, Taoiseach; (UK) split in Labour party: formation of
Social Democratic Party (SDP); British Nationality Act;
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Prison.
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Christopher  Logue, War  Music; Andrew  Motion,
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Death of John Betjeman; Ted Hughes becomes Poet
Laureate; David Dabydeen, Slave Song;, Seamus Heaney,
Station Island; Sweeney Astray, Medbh McGuckian, Venus
and the Rain; Grace Nichols, The Fat Black Woman’s Poems;
Craig Raine, Rich; Peter Reading, C.

1985
Anglo-lrish Agreement.

Death of Basil Bunting; death of Philip Larkin; Carol Ann
Duffy, Standing Female Nude; Allen Fisher, Brixton Fractals;
Tony Harrison, v.; Peter Reading, Ukelele Music; Christopher
Reid, Katerina Brac; Denise Riley, Dry Air, Benjamin
Zephaniah, The Dread Affair

1986
Riots in Brixton and elsewhere; London Stock Exchange
deregulated; British Gas privatized.

Fleur Adcock, The Incident Book; Roy Fisher, A Furnace;
Christopher Middleton, Two Horse Wagon Going By, Jon
Silkin, The Ship’s Pasture

1987
(Ire.) Fianna Fail government: Charles Haughey, Taoiseach;
Single European Act; British Airways privatized.

Andrew Crozier & Tim Longville (eds), A Various Art; Ciaran
Carson, The Irish for No; Carol Ann Duffy, Selling Manhattan;



Seamus Heaney, The Haw Lantern, Kathleen Jamie, The Way
We Live; Edwin Morgan, Themes on a Variation, Blake
Morrison, The Ballad of the Yorkshire Ripper and Other
Poems,; Paul Muldoon, Meeting the British; Tom Paulin,
Fivemiletown

1988

SDP merges with Liberal Party to form Social and Liberal
Democratic Party; SAS shoot three unarmed IRA members in
Gibraltar; transatlantic flight bombed over Lockerbie
(Scotland).

Gillian Allnutt et al. (eds), The New British Poetry; ]Jean
“Binta” Breeze, Riddym Ravings and Other Poems; David
Dabydeen, Coolie Odyssey;, Medbh McGuckian, On
Ballycastle Beach, Jo Shapcott, Electroplating the Baby

1989

Opening of Berlin Wall; Release of Guildford Four; Iran places
fatwa on Salman Rushdie.

Death of Samuel Beckett; Simon Armitage, Zoom!; Gillian
Clarke, Letting in the Rumour; Selima Hill, The Accumulation
of Small Acts of Kindness; George Macbeth, Collected Poems
1958-1982; E. A. Markham, Towards the End of the Century;
Grace Nicholls, Lazy Thoughts of a Lazy Woman and Other
Poemes; lain Crichton Smith, The Village, and Other Poems

1990

(UK) Margaret Thatcher resigns: John Major, Prime Minister;
Poll Tax riots; pound sterling joins Exchange Rate
Mechanism; Nelson Mandela released from Robben Island;
reunification of Germany.



Eavan Boland, Outside History, Ciaran Carson, Belfast
Confetti; Robert Crawford, A Scottish Assembly, Carol Ann
Duffy, The Other Country; Paul Durcan, Daddy, Daddy;
Elaine Feinstein, City Music; Thomas Kinsella, Poems from
Centre City; Glyn Maxwell, Tale of the Mayor’s Son,; Paul
Muldoon, Madoc: A Mystery

1991

Gulf War; release of Birmingham Six; Poll Tax replaced by
Council Tax; official end of South African apartheid;
dissolution of Soviet Union; Ireland agrees to sign Maastricht
Treaty.

Lavinia Greenlaw, The Cost of Getting Lost Iin Space;
Seamus Heaney, Seeing Things, Linton Kwesi Johnson, Tings
an’ Times; Jackie Kay, The Adoption Papers; Liz Lochead,
Bagpipe Muzak; Michael Longley, Gorse Fires; Mebdh
McGuckian, Marconi’s Cottage; Andrew Motion, Love in a
Life; Sean O’Brien, HMS Glasshouse

1992

(Ire.) Haughey resigns; Albert Reynolds, Taoiseach;
Maastricht Treaty signed; sterling crisis; Britain withdraws
from European Exchange Rate Mechanism; Irish voters
approve a loosened abortion law, guaranteeing access to
information and travel abroad

Simon Armitage, Kid; Xanadu; Jean “Binta” Breeze, Spring
Cleaning; U. A. Fanthorpe, Neck-Verse; Thom Gunn, The Man
with Night Sweats; Glyn Maxwell, Out of the Rain; Tom
Raworth, Catacoustics; Peter Reading, 3 in 1; Denise Riley,
Stair Spirit; Benjamin Zephaniah, City Psalms

1993



