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Remains of Elmet; J. H. Prynne, Down where changed; Craig

Raine, A Martian Sends a Postcard Home; Jeremy Reed,

Saints and Psychotics

 

1980

Steel strike; British Aerospace privatized; Zimbabwe

becomes independent.

 

Eavan Boland, In Her Own Image; Linton Kwesi Johnson,

Inglan Is a Bitch; Paul Muldoon, Why Brownlee Left; Tom

Paulin, The Strange Museum; Jon Silkin, The Psalms with

Their Spoils; Ken Smith, Fox Running

 



1981

(Ire.) Fine Gael–Labour coalition government; Garret

Fitzgerald, Taoiseach; (UK) split in Labour party: formation of

Social Democratic Party (SDP); British Nationality Act;

Brixton riots; deaths of nine IRA hunger strikers in Maze

Prison.

 

Douglas Dunn, St Kilda’s Parliament; Tony Harrison,

Continuous: Fifty Sonnets from the School of Eloquence;

Christopher Logue, War Music; Andrew Motion,

Independence

 

1982

Falklands War; (Ire.) Haughey returns as Taoiseach,

succeeded again by Fitzgerald.

 

Andrew Motion & Blake Morrison (eds), Penguin Book of

Contemporary British Poetry; Derek Mahon, The Hunt by

Night; Medbh McGuckian, The Flower Master; Christopher

Reid, Pea Soup

 

1983

(UK) General election returns Conservative government;

escape of 38 prisoners from Maze Prison; mass

demonstrations in London organized by Campaign for

Nuclear Disarmament; Greenham Common Women’s Peace

Camp.

 

Jean “Binta” Breeze, Answers; George Mackay Brown,

Voyages; James Fenton, The Memory of War; Geoffrey Hill,

The Mystery of the Charity of Charles Péguy; John Montague,

The Dead Kingdom; Andrew Motion, Secret Narratives; Paul

Muldoon, Quoof; Grace Nichols, i is a long memoried

woman; Tom Paulin, Liberty Tree



 

1984

Coal Miners’ Strike; Trade Union Act; privatization of British

Telecom; bombing of Grand Hotel, Brighton.

 

Death of John Betjeman; Ted Hughes becomes Poet

Laureate; David Dabydeen, Slave Song; Seamus Heaney,

Station Island; Sweeney Astray; Medbh McGuckian, Venus

and the Rain; Grace Nichols, The Fat Black Woman’s Poems;

Craig Raine, Rich; Peter Reading, C.

 

1985

Anglo-Irish Agreement.

 

Death of Basil Bunting; death of Philip Larkin; Carol Ann

Duffy, Standing Female Nude; Allen Fisher, Brixton Fractals;

Tony Harrison, v.; Peter Reading, Ukelele Music; Christopher

Reid, Katerina Brac; Denise Riley, Dry Air; Benjamin

Zephaniah, The Dread Affair

 

1986

Riots in Brixton and elsewhere; London Stock Exchange

deregulated; British Gas privatized.

 

Fleur Adcock, The Incident Book; Roy Fisher, A Furnace;

Christopher Middleton, Two Horse Wagon Going By; Jon

Silkin, The Ship’s Pasture

 

1987

(Ire.) Fianna Fáil government: Charles Haughey, Taoiseach;

Single European Act; British Airways privatized.

 

Andrew Crozier & Tim Longville (eds), A Various Art; Ciaran

Carson, The Irish for No; Carol Ann Duffy, Selling Manhattan;



Seamus Heaney, The Haw Lantern; Kathleen Jamie, The Way

We Live; Edwin Morgan, Themes on a Variation; Blake

Morrison, The Ballad of the Yorkshire Ripper and Other

Poems; Paul Muldoon, Meeting the British; Tom Paulin,

Fivemiletown

 

1988

SDP merges with Liberal Party to form Social and Liberal

Democratic Party; SAS shoot three unarmed IRA members in

Gibraltar; transatlantic flight bombed over Lockerbie

(Scotland).

 

Gillian Allnutt et al. (eds), The New British Poetry; Jean

“Binta” Breeze, Riddym Ravings and Other Poems; David

Dabydeen, Coolie Odyssey; Medbh McGuckian, On

Ballycastle Beach; Jo Shapcott, Electroplating the Baby

 

1989

Opening of Berlin Wall; Release of Guildford Four; Iran places

fatwa on Salman Rushdie.

 

Death of Samuel Beckett; Simon Armitage, Zoom!; Gillian

Clarke, Letting in the Rumour; Selima Hill, The Accumulation

of Small Acts of Kindness; George Macbeth, Collected Poems

1958–1982; E. A. Markham, Towards the End of the Century;

Grace Nicholls, Lazy Thoughts of a Lazy Woman and Other

Poems; Iain Crichton Smith, The Village, and Other Poems

 

1990

(UK) Margaret Thatcher resigns: John Major, Prime Minister;

Poll Tax riots; pound sterling joins Exchange Rate

Mechanism; Nelson Mandela released from Robben Island;

reunification of Germany.

 



Eavan Boland, Outside History; Ciaran Carson, Belfast

Confetti; Robert Crawford, A Scottish Assembly; Carol Ann

Duffy, The Other Country; Paul Durcan, Daddy, Daddy;

Elaine Feinstein, City Music; Thomas Kinsella, Poems from

Centre City; Glyn Maxwell, Tale of the Mayor’s Son; Paul

Muldoon, Madoc: A Mystery

 

1991

Gulf War; release of Birmingham Six; Poll Tax replaced by

Council Tax; official end of South African apartheid;

dissolution of Soviet Union; Ireland agrees to sign Maastricht

Treaty.

 

Lavinia Greenlaw, The Cost of Getting Lost in Space;

Seamus Heaney, Seeing Things; Linton Kwesi Johnson, Tings

an’ Times; Jackie Kay, The Adoption Papers; Liz Lochead,

Bagpipe Muzak; Michael Longley, Gorse Fires; Mebdh

McGuckian, Marconi’s Cottage; Andrew Motion, Love in a

Life; Sean O’Brien, HMS Glasshouse

 

1992

(Ire.) Haughey resigns; Albert Reynolds, Taoiseach;

Maastricht Treaty signed; sterling crisis; Britain withdraws

from European Exchange Rate Mechanism; Irish voters

approve a loosened abortion law, guaranteeing access to

information and travel abroad

 

Simon Armitage, Kid; Xanadu; Jean “Binta” Breeze, Spring

Cleaning; U. A. Fanthorpe, Neck-Verse; Thom Gunn, The Man

with Night Sweats; Glyn Maxwell, Out of the Rain; Tom

Raworth, Catacoustics; Peter Reading, 3 in 1; Denise Riley,

Stair Spirit; Benjamin Zephaniah, City Psalms

 

1993


