




French Grammar For Dummies®

Published by

John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

111 River St.

Hoboken, NJ 07030-5774

www.wiley.com

Copyright © 2013 by John Wiley & Sons, Inc., Hoboken,

New Jersey

Published simultaneously in Canada

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in

a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any

means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording,

scanning or otherwise, except as permitted under

Sections 107 or 108 of the 1976 United States Copyright

Act, without the prior written permission of the

Publisher. Requests to the Publisher for permission

should be addressed to the Permissions Department,

John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 111 River Street, Hoboken, NJ

07030, (201) 748-6011, fax (201) 748-6008, or online at

http://www.wiley.com/go/permissions.

Trademarks: Wiley, the Wiley logo, For Dummies, the

Dummies Man logo, A Reference for the Rest of Us!, The

Dummies Way, Dummies Daily, The Fun and Easy Way,

Dummies.com, Making Everything Easier, and related

trade dress are trademarks or registered trademarks of

John Wiley & Sons, Inc., and/or its affiliates in the United

States and other countries, and may not be used without

written permission. All other trademarks are the

property of their respective owners. John Wiley & Sons,

http://www.wiley.com/
http://www.wiley.com/go/permissions


Inc., is not associated with any product or vendor

mentioned in this book.

Limit of Liability/Disclaimer of Warranty: The publisher

and the author make no representations or warranties

with respect to the accuracy or completeness of the

contents of this work and specifically disclaim all

warranties, including without limitation warranties of

fitness for a particular purpose. No warranty may be

created or extended by sales or promotional materials.

The advice and strategies contained herein may not be

suitable for every situation. This work is sold with the

understanding that the publisher is not engaged in

rendering legal, accounting, or other professional

services. If professional assistance is required, the

services of a competent professional person should be

sought. Neither the publisher nor the author shall be

liable for damages arising herefrom. The fact that an

organization or Website is referred to in this work as a

citation and/or a potential source of further information

does not mean that the author or the publisher endorses

the information the organization or Website may provide

or recommendations it may make. Further, readers

should be aware that Internet Websites listed in this

work may have changed or disappeared between when

this work was written and when it is read.

For general information on our other products and

services, please contact our Customer Care Department

within the U.S. at 877-762-2974, outside the U.S. at 317-

572-3993, or fax 317-572-4002.

For technical support, please visit

www.wiley.com/techsupport.

http://www.wiley.com/techsupport


Wiley publishes in a variety of print and electronic

formats and by print-on-demand. Some material included

with standard print versions of this book may not be

included in e-books or in print-on-demand. If this book

refers to media such as a CD or DVD that is not included

in the version you purchased, you may download this

material at http://booksupport.wiley.com. For more

information about Wiley products, visit www.wiley.com.

Library of Congress Control Number: 2013933935

ISBN 978-1-118-50251-8 (pbk); ISBN 978-1-118-50248-8

(ebk); ISBN 978-1-118-50250-1 (ebk); ISBN 978-1-118-

50324-9 (ebk)

Manufactured in the United States of America

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

http://booksupport.wiley.com/
http://www.wiley.com/


About the Author
Véronique Mazet, PhD, is a professor of French,

adjunct, at Austin Community College in Austin, Texas.

She’s the author of two other French grammar books:

Correct Your French Blunders and Advanced French

Grammar (both published by McGraw-Hill).



Dedication
To my students of all ages: Thanks for believing in the

beauty of the French language, and thanks for trusting

me.



Author’s

Acknowledgments
Thanks to my agent, Grace Freedson, for calling me, and

to my husband, for his super support.



Publisher’s Acknowledgments

We're proud of this book; please send us your comments

at http://dummies.custhelp.com. For other comments, please

contact our Customer Care Department within the U.S.

at 877-762-2974, outside the U.S. at 317-572-3993, or fax

317-572-4002.

Some of the people who helped bring this book to market

include the following:

Acquisitions, Editorial, and Vertical Websites

Senior Project Editor: Georgette Beatty

Acquisitions Editor: Michael Lewis

Copy Editor: Caitlin Copple

Assistant Editor: David Lutton

Editorial Program Coordinator: Joe Niesen

Technical Editors: Eric Laird, Jessica Sturm

Editorial Manager: Michelle Hacker

Editorial Assistant: Alexa Koschier

Cover Photo: © James Gately/iStockphoto.com

Composition Services

Senior Project Coordinator: Kristie Rees

Layout and Graphics: Carrie A. Cesavice, Joyce

Haughey, Erin Zeltner

http://dummies.custhelp.com/


Proofreader: The Well-Chosen Word

Indexer: BIM Indexing & Proofreading Services

Publishing and Editorial for Consumer Dummies

Kathleen Nebenhaus, Vice President and Executive

Publisher

David Palmer, Associate Publisher

Kristin Ferguson-Wagstaffe, Product Development

Director

Publishing for Technology Dummies

Andy Cummings, Vice President and Publisher

Composition Services

Debbie Stailey, Director of Composition Services



French Grammar For

Dummies®

Visit

www.dummies.com/cheatsheet/frenchgramma

r to view this book's cheat sheet.

Table of Contents

Introduction

About This Book

Conventions Used in This Book

What You’re Not to Read

Foolish Assumptions

How This Book Is Organized

Part I: Getting Started with French Grammar

Part II: Constructing Sentences, Saying No, and Asking Questions

Part III: Beefing Up Your Sentences

Part IV: Talking about the Past or Future

Part V: Expressing Conditions, Subjectivity, and Orders

Part VI: The Part of Tens

Icons Used in This Book

Where to Go from Here

http://www.dummies.com/cheatsheet/frenchgrammar


Part I: Getting Started with

French Grammar

Chapter 1: French Grammar in a Nutshell

The Parts of Speech

Nouns

Articles

Adjectives

Verbs

Conjunctions

Adverbs

Prepositions

Pronouns

The Basics of Composing Sentences

Starting with a conjugated verb

Adding details

Fun Stuff You Can Do with Your Sentences

Going negative

Asking questions

Making comparisons

Many Tenses and Moods

The past

The future

The conditional

The subjunctive

The imperative



Compound tenses

Chapter 2: Sounding Out French Words

Starting with Vowels

Pronouncing individual vowels

Combining vowels

Handling nasal sounds

Considering Consonants

Conquering a few individual consonants

Mixing consonants

Focusing on final consonants

Working with Accents and the Cedilla

Checking out different types of accent marks

Adding the cedilla

Making Your French Sound Polished with the Liaison

Knowing when you have to use the liaison

Figuring out when you shouldn’t use the liaison

Surveying Stress and Syllables

Keeping stress out of French words

Breaking words and sentences into syllables

Answer Key

Chapter 3: Using Nouns and Determiners

Finding the Gender of Nouns

Identifying masculine nouns

Recognizing feminine nouns

Fixing on nouns with fixed gender



Deriving feminine nouns from their masculine counterparts

Making Nouns Plural

Applying a simple rule

Examining a few oddballs

Using Articles to Help You with Nouns’ Gender

Delving into definite articles

Discovering indefinite articles

Assessing partitive articles

Selecting the correct article

Expressing Possession

Considering common possessives

Discovering other ways to express possession

Pointing at Things with Demonstratives

Introducing Things and People

Using c’est and ce sont

Knowing what to do with il/elle est

Answer Key

Chapter 4: Describing Nouns with Adjectives

The Agreement: Matching Adjectives to the Nouns They Describe

Forming the feminine singular from the masculine singular

Forming the plural from the singular

Examining Irregular Adjectives

Dealing with irregular feminine singular endings

Getting a handle on irregular plural endings

Knowing the Proper Place of Adjectives



Adjectives that go after the nouns they describe

Adjectives that go before the nouns they describe

Changing the meaning of an adjective by changing its place

Answer Key

Chapter 5: Dealing with Numbers, Dates, and Times

Counting from Zero to a Billion: Cardinal Numbers

From 0 to 16

From 17 to 69

From 70 to 99

The big leagues: 100 and beyond

A few guidelines for using cardinal numbers

Putting Things in Order: Ordinal Numbers

Discussing Quantities

Specific expressions of quantities

Food-related expressions of quantities

Talking about Days, Months, Seasons, and Dates

Days of the week

Months and seasons

Specific dates

Telling Time

Using the 12-hour clock

Using the 24-hour clock

Answer Key

Part II: Constructing Sentences, Saying

No, and Asking Questions



Chapter 6: Acquainting Yourself with the Present

Tense

Understanding French Verb Fundamentals

Starting with subject pronouns

Introducing infinitives and conjugations

Conjugating Regular Verbs

Taking on -er verbs

Investigating -ir verbs

Working with -re verbs

Dealing with a Few Moody Regular -er Verbs

Verbs that end in -cer and -ger

Verbs that end in -yer

Verbs that double their final consonant

Verbs that end in e/é + consonant + -er

Tackling Irregular Verbs

Revealing oddball -ir verbs

Conquering the fatal four: être, avoir, aller, and faire

Handling even more irregular verbs

Answer Key

Chapter 7: Acting on Oneself and on Each Other:

Pronominal Verbs

Introducing Pronominal Verbs in the Present Tense

Discovering reflexive pronouns

Putting together a reflexive pronoun and a verb

Dealing with stem-changing pronominal verbs



Mirror, Mirror: Acting on Oneself with Reflexive Verbs

Back and Forth: Expressing Reciprocal Actions

Talking about communication

Making your own reciprocal verbs

Idiomatic Verbs: Expressing Neither Oneself nor Each Other

Answer Key

Chapter 8: Just Say No: Negative Words and

Phrases

Discovering the Basics of Negative Words and Phrases

Starting with a few common negative words and phrases

Making a double negative

Building a triple negative

Using negative expressions by themselves

Keeping a Few Handy Guidelines for Negatives in Mind

Talking about quantities in negative ways

Negating an infinitive

Dealing with a verb plus a preposition

Handling object pronouns

Using negative words as subjects

Knowing rules for neither/nor

Responding Negatively

Answer Key

Chapter 9: Handling Questions and Exclamations

Composing and Answering Yes/No Questions

Using est-ce que



Using inversion

Answering a yes/no question

Asking for Specific Information with Question Words

Useful French question words

The basics of using question words

Discovering the Various Ways of Asking “What”

Untangling qu’est-ce que and qu’est-ce qui

Knowing when to use quel

Asking “Who?”

“Who” as the subject

“Who” as the object

Including Prepositions in Questions

A preposition plus “who”

A preposition plus “what”

Expressing Surprise and Enthusiasm with Exclamations

Including a noun

Including just an adjective

Answer Key

Part III: Beefing Up Your Sentences

Chapter 10: Saying Where, When, and How with

Adverbs

When, Where, and How Much: Getting to Know Adverbs of Time, Place,

and Quantity

Adverbs of time

Adverbs of place



Adverbs of quantity

That’s the Way: Examining Adverbs of Manner

Forming regular adverbs of manner

Recognizing and forming irregular adverbs of manner

Knowing when no adverb of manner can work

Putting Adverbs in Their Place

With verbs in a simple tense

With verbs in the near future tense

With verbs in a compound tense

With adjectives and other adverbs

In the end: Certain adverbs of time

Answer Key

Chapter 11: Picking Up Prepositions

Introducing the Basics of Prepositions

Presenting common prepositions

Using common prepositions properly

Figuring Out Some Tricky Prepositions

Examining à

Understanding de

A Geography Lesson: Using Prepositions with Destinations and Locations

Dealing with a preposition + a city

Handling a preposition + a state or a country

Answer Key

Chapter 12: It’s All Relative: Making Comparisons

Comparing Two Elements: The Basics



Using three basic types of comparisons

Understanding unusual comparisons

More or Less: Using Adjectives and Adverbs in Comparisons

Comparisons with adjectives

Comparisons with adverbs

Good Stuff: Comparing Quantities

Quantities of an item

Quantities of an action

Stressed Out: Using Stress Pronouns in a Comparison

The Best of All: Superlatives

Superlatives with adjectives

Superlatives with adverbs and quantities

Answer Key

Chapter 13: Using Pronouns

Digging into Direct Object Pronouns

Meeting the direct object pronouns

Knowing when to use direct object pronouns

Writing a sentence with a direct object pronoun

Investigating Indirect Object Pronouns

Introducing the indirect object pronouns

Knowing the verbs that require an indirect object

Putting together a sentence with an indirect object pronoun

Working with Pronouns that Replace Phrases

Using y to replace a variety of prepositional phrases

Using en to replace expressions of quantities and certain prepositional

phrases



Positioning Pronouns Properly

In affirmative and negative sentences

In a sentence that has more than one verb

In a sentence in the passé composé

In affirmative and negative commands

In a sentence or command that needs two pronouns

Staying Strong with Stress Pronouns

Replacing a noun

Reinforcing a noun

Answer Key

Chapter 14: Adding the Gerund and the Passive to

Your Repertoire

While Doing Something: The Gerund

Comparing gerunds in English and French

Forming present participles

Creating and knowing when to use gerunds

Building Sentences in a Different Way: The Passive Construction

Pairing être with a past participle in a passive construction

Uncovering the mysterious agent

Answer Key

Part IV: Talking about the Past or Future

Chapter 15: Noting Past Actions with the Present

Perfect

Forming the Past Participle



Regular past participles

Irregular past participles

Adding the Auxiliaries Être and Avoir

Entering the house of être

Conjugating everything else with avoir

Considering verbs that can take either être or avoir

Using the Passé Composé Correctly

Knowing the basic uses

Saying no

Answer Key

Chapter 16: Reminiscing and Describing Ongoing

Past Actions with the Imperfect

Forming the Imperfect Properly

Getting acquainted with imperfect endings

Working with verbs ending in -cer and -ger

Tackling verbs with irregular stems in the present tense

Forming the imperfect of être

Putting the Imperfect to Work in Everyday Situations

Talking about past habits

Telling a story

Noting continuous past actions

Discussing hypothetical situations

Offering suggestions

Answer Key

Chapter 17: Projecting Forward with the Future



Forming the Simple Future Tense of Regular Verbs

The future tense of -er and -ir verbs

The future tense of -re verbs

Dealing with Irregular Forms of the Simple Future Tense

Creating the future tense of -yer and -ayer verbs

Handling appeler and jeter in the future

Knowing what to do with verbs ending in e/é + consonant + -er

Introducing verbs with a completely irregular stem in the future

Exploring Other Ways of Talking about the Future

Adding expressions of time

Combining aller and an infinitive when the future is certain

Using the present tense in certain cases

Discovering Other Uses of the Future Tense

Describing a cause-effect relationship

Expressing what you’ll do when something else happens

Discussing hopes and predictions

Answer Key

Part V: Expressing Conditions,

Subjectivity, and Orders

Chapter 18: Wondering with the Conditional

Forming the Conditional of Regular Verbs

Regular -er and -ir verbs

Regular -re verbs

Tackling Irregular Forms in the Conditional



Verbs ending in -yer and -ayer

The verbs appeler and jeter

Verbs ending in e/é plus a consonant plus -er

Verbs with completely different stems in the conditional

Knowing When to Use the Conditional

Daydreaming about different situations

Giving friendly advice

Making a polite request

Expressing offers and wishes

Discussing the future in a past context

Answer Key

Chapter 19: Surveying the Subjunctive

Familiarizing Yourself with Subjunctive Forms

Forming the subjunctive of regular verbs

Creating irregular subjunctive conjugations

Recognizing Phrases That Trigger the Subjunctive

Expressing wants, needs, and advice

Discussing feelings about what’s happening

Showing doubt
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Introduction

Ideas, needs, and feelings are expressed with words. If

you want to express yourself in any language, you need

to know the right words, but words alone are not

enough. If I say dehors (outside) to you, you can’t guess

if I want you to go outside, look outside, or something

else. I need to add a verb like allez (go) and use it in the

correct way to make my meaning clear.

In order to put words together in a coherent way, you

need grammar. Unlike the English language, in which

you can often string words together with minimum

linking, French requires more formal structure. In this

book I show you how the parts of French grammar work

together so you can express what you need, how you

feel, and even what you think, in French.

About This Book

French Grammar For Dummies tackles specific French

grammar topics in detail, with plenty of examples and

practice problems. An answer key at the end of each

chapter allows you to check your work.

I start you off with basic French grammar on nouns,

articles, adjectives, numbers, dates, and times. Then you

move to verbs so you can build simple sentences in the

present tense. From that point, you find out how to

embellish simple French sentences with more detailed

phrasing that makes you sound like a native speaker,

thanks to adverbs, prepositional phrases, and pronouns.

Then you’re ready to move in time with different verb

tenses, like the past and the future.



You don’t have to read this book from cover to cover; you

can simply read the sections or chapters that interest

you. Put the book away until you need it again — it’ll be

ready and waiting for you!

Conventions Used in This

Book

I use the following conventions to make this book easier

for you to navigate:

 French words and sentences appear in boldface.

 English equivalents in italics follow French words and

sentences.

 I usually present the English equivalent of French

expressions, which is not always the literal translation.

For example, you can translate the French phrase de

rien literally as of nothing, but in English, the correct

equivalent is you’re welcome. This book usually gives

you the you’re welcome version of the translation, but

in some spots, I provide the literal translation as well.

 An answer key at the end of every chapter provides

the correct answers to all the practice questions in the

chapter.

To make verbs stand out, I usually present verb

conjugations in tables like this one:

aimer (to like, to love)

j’aime nous aimons

tu aimes vous aimez

il/elle/on aime ils/elles aiment



The top of the table notes a French verb and its English

translation, followed by six verb forms that vary

according to who or what is performing the action: I; you

(singular informal); he, she, or one; we; you (singular

formal or plural formal and informal); and they

(masculine and feminine plural).

Note: This book doesn’t feature pronunciations after

French text (with the exception of Chapter 2, which is

about sounding out French words). It concentrates on

grammar and written communication. Be sure to check

out a French dictionary for any pronunciation questions

you have.

What You’re Not to Read

If you don’t have a lot time, or if you need more help

with certain grammatical topics, you can skip around to

stuff that most interests you. For instance, if you’re

already familiar with the gender of nouns but would like

to put them in action with verbs, skip directly to Chapter

6.

If you know right away what an exercise wants you to do,

you can skip the examples and just dive into the exercise

questions themselves. Also, if I present several examples

to illustrate a particular grammar rule and you

understand the rule after reading the first example, you

don’t need to bother with the rest of them. After all, this

book is here to help you go at your own pace.

Foolish Assumptions

As I wrote this book, I made the following assumptions

about you, dear reader:



 You want to be able to communicate more creatively

in French, especially in writing — even if you already

have a background in French and can carry on a

conversation.

 You want to practice French grammar so you can be

sure you can retain your newly acquired knowledge.

 You love French and find grammar fascinating . . .

maybe?

How This Book Is

Organized

French Grammar For Dummies is divided into six parts.

The following sections introduce the parts and their

contents.

Part I: Getting Started with French

Grammar
This part is for beginners, or those of you who want a

brief refresher on French basics. Here you find out how

to pronounce French words; handle gender and number

with nouns, articles, and adjectives; practice counting

and telling time; and brush up on dates, days of the

week, and months of the year.

Part II: Constructing Sentences,

Saying No, and Asking Questions
In this part you find out how to put together a subject

and a verb in the present tense to create a basic

sentence, express reflexive or mutual actions with

pronominal verbs like se lever (to get up) and se parler

(to talk to each other), say no using words like jamais

(never) and rien (nothing), and ask questions.


