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Locating one place in relation to another

Going left, right, straight ahead: Links, rechts, geradeaus

Using compass points

Understanding Where to Go

Pointing out the first, second, or third street
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Traveling by Car — das Auto — or Other Vehicle
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Going to the show

Buying tickets

Going to the Museum

Discovering different types of museums

Talking about museums

Attending Cultural Performances

Deciding where to go

Going to a concert

How Was It? Talking about Entertainment
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Telling people what you think

Going to a Party

Getting an invitation
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Keeping tabs on your passport
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Saying when and how long you want to stay

Specifying the kind of room you want

Asking about the price

Finalizing the reservation

Checking In

Stating how long you’re staying

Filling out the registration form

Getting keyed in

Asking about amenities and essentials

Making the Most of Your Stay

Making special requests

Pointing out problems

Checking Out and Paying the Bill

Asking for the bill

Asking small favors
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Going through the Airport

Getting your ticket and checking in

Going through passport control

Going through customs

Traveling by Car

Renting a car

Making sense of road maps
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Nouns

Pronouns

Articles

Adjectives

Verbs

Adverbs

Conjunctions

Prepositions

Understanding Grammar Terms

Conjugating verbs and understanding tenses



Familiarizing yourself with gender, number, and case

Grammar terms that describe words, parts of words, and word

groupings

Understanding Word Order

Arranging words in the right order

Putting the verb in second place

Pushing the verb to the end

Forming questions

Checking Out the Tenses: Present, Past, and Future

Looking at the present

Talking about the past

Writing about the past

Talking about the future

Finding Meaning through Context

Using a Bilingual Dictionary

Making the right choice

Performing a word search

Chapter 2: Sorting Out Word Gender and Case

Classifying Nouns and Pronouns with Gender

Identifying German genders and figuring out which one to use

Eyeing nouns with more than one gender and meaning

Pinning Down Plurals

Knowing the five plural forms

Taking note of nouns that are only singular or plural

Mastering the Art of Articles

Identifying singular nouns with indefinite articles



Knowing when not to use articles

Calling All Cases: The Roles Nouns and Pronouns Play

Identifying the four cases

Eyeing the similarities and differences

Understanding nouns with case endings

Putting Pronouns in Place

Getting personal with personal pronouns

Relating to relative pronouns

Demonstrating demonstrative pronouns

Discovering Dative Verbs

Considering How Case Affects Adjectives

How possessives change

How adjective endings change

Chapter 3: Dealing with the Here and Now: The

Present Tense

Grasping the Specifics of Subject Pronouns

Assigning person and number to subject pronouns

Distinguishing among the three forms of “you”

Distinguishing among “she,” “they,” and the formal “you”

Getting Your Verbs in Shape

Agreeing with the regulars

Conjugating verbs with spelling changes

Conjugating the irregulars haben and sein: To have and to be

Using the Very Versatile Present Tense

Stating Information with the Passive

Forming the passive



Using the passive

Recognizing the impersonal passive

Chapter 4: Asking and Answering Questions

Knowing How to Formulate Questions

Inverting word order for yes/no questions

Gathering information with question words: Who, what, why, and more

Forming indirect questions

Checking information: Tag! You’re it, aren’t you?

Making choices: Asking what kind of. . . ?

Answering with Yes

Variations on yes

Emphasizing yes

Responding with No: The Difference between Kein and Nicht

Negating with nicht

Negating with kein

Avoiding blunt negative replies

Asking and Answering Questions with Wo- and Da- Compound Words

Combining question words: Compounds with wo-

Explaining yes and no answers by using da- compounds

Sounding Diplomatic: Using Maybe, Suggesting, and Refusing Politely

Chapter 5: Describing and Comparing with

Adjectives and Adverbs

Organizing Adjectives: Opposites, Cognates, and Collocations

Letting opposites attract

A family resemblance: Describing with cognates



Putting collocations and word partnerships into action

Helping Adjectives Meet a Satisfying End

Forming endings on adjectives not preceded by der- or ein- words

Adding endings for preceded adjectives

Using the right endings with possessive adjectives

Understanding Types of Adverbs

Describing time with adverbs

Using adverbs to indicate place

Looking at adverbs of manner and degree

Eyeing adverbs that describe cause

Putting Adverbs and Adverbial Expressions in Their Proper Place

Comparing with Regular Adjectives and Adverbs: Fast, Faster, Fastest

Comparing two things

Absolutely the most! Discussing superlatives

Considering common comparisons

Adding the umlaut in regular comparisons

Using Irregular Comparison Forms

Comparing Equals and Nonequals

Identifying Unique Adjective and Adverb Groups

Adjectives that act as nouns

Participles that function as adjectives or adverbs

Adverbs that modify adjectives

Chapter 6: Modifying Verbs with Helpers: The

Modal Auxiliaries

Grasping the Basics of Modal Verbs

Identifying modals: Assistants with attitude



Understanding word order and modals

May I? Dürfen, the Permission Verb

Forming dürfen

Using dürfen

You Can Do It! Können, the Ability Verb

Forming können

Using können

I Like That: Mögen, the Likeable Verb

Forming mögen

Using mögen

What Would You Like? Möchten, the Preference Verb

Forming möchten

Using möchten

Do I Have To? Müssen, the Verb of Necessity

Forming müssen

Using müssen

Should I or Shouldn’t I? Sollen, the Duty Verb

Forming sollen

Using sollen

I Want to Be Famous: Wollen, the Intention Verb

Forming wollen

Using wollen

Chapter 7: Instructing and Commanding: The

Imperative Mood

Getting into the Imperative Mood

Grasping the three imperative forms



Punctuating commands

Commanding with regular verbs

Commanding with irregular verbs

Grasping Formal Commands

Using the formal “you” form: Sie

Obeying orders

Understanding signs

Reading instructions

Giving Informal Directives

Using the singular “you” form: du

Using the plural informal “you” form: ihr

Giving Directives Politely and Making Suggestions

Chapter 8: Sorting Out Separable- and Inseparable-

Prefix Verbs

Looking at the Prefix

Parting Ways: Simplifying Separable-Prefix Verbs

Getting the hang of separable prefixes

Using separable-prefix verbs in the present tense

Together Forever: Investigating Inseparable-Prefix Verbs

Understanding inseparable-prefix combinations

Putting inseparable-prefix verbs into the present tense

Double-Crossers: Dealing with Dual-Prefix Verbs

Grasping dual-prefix verb distinctions

Looking at dual-prefix verbs in the present tense



Book IV: Building Detail and Precision in

Your Communication

Chapter 1: Tying Ideas Together with Conjunctions

and Relative Pronouns

Conjunctions and Clauses: Reviewing the Terminology

Connecting with Coordinating Conjunctions

Using coordinating conjunctions

Working on word order

Getting Support from Subordinating Conjunctions

Using subordinating conjunctions

Putting words in the proper order

Joining with Relative Pronouns

Knowing how to make the connection with relative pronouns

Forming sentences with relative clauses

Chapter 2: Specifying Relationships with

Prepositions

Prepping for Prepositions with a Few Basic Guidelines

Grasping the importance of case

Understanding where meaning fits in

Accusative, Dative, and Genitive Cases: How the Rest of the Phrase

Shapes Up

No finger pointing: Accusative prepositions

Dative prepositions

Genitive prepositions

Tackling Two-Way Prepositions: Accusative/Dative



Understanding Quirky Combinations

Chapter 3: Using Reflexives and Other Verb

Combinations

Identifying Types of Idiomatic Verb Expressions

In the Looking Glass: Reflecting on Reflexive Verbs

Self-ish concerns: Meeting the reflexive pronouns

Identifying which verbs need to be reflexive

Combining Verbs with Prepositions

Seeing how prepositions transform verbs
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One for all: Representing three English tenses
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Using Modal Auxiliary Verbs in Present Perfect
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