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Introduction

The American Kennel Club started the Canine Good Citizen

program in 1989, and the program has grown quickly in

popularity, even influencing dog organizations in other

countries to develop their own versions of the program. Dog

owners all over the world have seen the value of recognizing

dogs who are trained to behave properly at home and in their

communities.

Ideally, every dog should be trained to become a Canine Good

Citizen. The more dogs who are good citizens, the better the

chances dog owners have of counteracting the growing antidog

sentiment in many communities. Irresponsible dog ownership

has been the cause for this sentiment, so only responsible pet

ownership can reverse it.

When you and your dog earn a Canine Good Citizen certificate,

you accomplish more than millions of other dog owners. Are

you ready for the challenge?

What You Can Do In A Day

We truly want Canine Good Citizen Test In A Day For Dummies to

be a useful tool for you. And we don’t want dog training to feel

like a chore that you have to slog through step by step. You can

spend an entire day working with your dog, but that’s probably

going to be too intense for both of you. So we’ve structured this

book in such a way that you can jump in and out of the text as

necessary; you can spend a few minutes every day working on a

new command and a bit more time on the weekends building on

lessons learned during the week. You may be able to read this


