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Part I: Starting with the Basics

Chapter 1: Spanish Grammar in a Nutshell

Recognizing the Parts of Speech

Nouns and pronouns

Articles

Verbs

Adjectives and adverbs

Prepositions

Conjunctions

Conjugating Verbs in the Present Tense

Identifying infinitives

Establishing subject-verb agreement

Composing a Simple Sentence

Asking Questions

Moving On to Other Verb Tenses

Preterit and imperfect

Future

Compound

Wondering “What If” with the Conditional

Mood

Forming Simple Commands

Chapter 2: Sounding Out Spanish Words

Vocalizing Vowels



Conversing with Consonants

Doubling Up on Diphthongs

Stressing the Right Syllables and Adding

Accents

Beginning with basic rules

Adding an accent mark to change a

word’s meaning

Indicating interrogative words with accent

marks

Accenting reflexive verbs in the present

progressive

Adjusting Your Intonation

Answer Key

Chapter 3: Naming Things with Nouns and

Articles

Determining Whether a Noun Is Masculine or

Feminine

Identifying masculine nouns

Identifying feminine nouns

Making a masculine noun feminine

Recognizing some exceptions

Pluralizing Nouns

The basic rules

A few exceptions to the basic rules

Grasping Gender with Articles



Getting specific with definite articles

Generalizing with indefinite articles

Using articles to switch gender and

meaning

Answer Key

Chapter 4: Describing Stuff with Adjectives

Making Adjectives Agree with the Nouns They

Modify

Brushing up on some basic rules

Modifying two or more nouns with one

adjective

Using two or more adjectives with one

noun

Using a past participle as an adjective

Putting Adjectives in Their Proper Place

Placing an adjective after a noun

Placing an adjective before a noun

Shortening and changing the meaning of

some adjectives based on their position

Dealing with Possessive and Demonstrative

Adjectives

Belonging with possessive adjectives

Noting location with demonstrative

adjectives



Identifying Nationality with Adjectives

Using Adjectives as Nouns

Answer Key

Chapter 5: Dealing with Numbers, Dates, and

Time

Counting from Zero to a Billion: Cardinal

Numbers

Putting Things in Order with Ordinal Numbers

Talking about Days, Months, Seasons, and

Dates

Days of the week

Months and seasons of the year

Specific dates

Telling Time

Answer Key

Part II: Constructing Simple Sentences and Asking

Questions

Chapter 6: Writing in the Present Tense

Grasping Spanish Verb Fundamentals

Introducing infinitives

Conjugating verbs to agree with subjects

Conjugating Regular Verbs

Conjugating Regular Stem-Changing Verbs



Regular -ar and -er verbs whose stems

change from e to ie

Regular -ar and -er verbs whose stems

change from o to ue

An unusual stem-changing -ar verb: Jugar

in the present tense

Regular -ir verbs whose stems change

from e to i

Regular -ir verbs whose stems change

from e to ie

Regular -ir verbs whose stems change

from o to ue

Dealing with Regular Spelling-Changing Verbs

Verbs that end in a consonant plus -cer or

-cir

Verbs that end in a vowel plus -cer or -cir

Verbs that end in -ger or -gir

Verbs that end in -guir

Verbs that end in -iar or -uar

Verbs that end in -uir

Examining Irregular Verbs

Verbs that are irregular only in the yo

form

Verbs that are irregular in most or all of

their present tense conjugations

Building Basic Sentences



Constructing Compound Sentences with

Conjunctions

Answer Key

Chapter 7: Expressing a State of Being with Ser

and Estar

Comparing Ser and Estar

Knowing When to Use Ser

Identifying a person, place, or thing

Noting profession, origin, and essential

qualities

Describing physical appearance and

personality

Expressing the time, date, or days of the

week

Showing possession

Knowing When to Use Estar

Putting feelings into words

Describing temporary conditions or traits

Establishing the location of a person,

place, or thing

Using estar with present participles

Using estar with past participles

Discovering How an Adjective’s Meaning Can

Change with Ser and Estar

Answer Key



Chapter 8: Talking about Action in Progress with

the Present Progressive

Breaking Down the Structure of the Present

Progressive

Forming Regular Present Participles

Forming the present participle of regular -

ar verbs

Forming the present participle of regular -

er and -ir verbs

Revealing Stem-Changing and Irregular

Present Participles

Forming the present participle of verbs

with stems that end in a vowel

Forming the present participle of stem-

changing verbs

Looking at irregular present participles

Using the Present Progressive to Describe an

Action in Progress

Forming the present progressive with

estar

Forming the present progressive with

verbs other than estar

Answer Key

Chapter 9: Replacing Nouns with Pronouns



Summoning Subject Pronouns

Introducing the subject pronouns

Placing subject pronouns in statements

and questions

Deciding when to use a subject pronoun

Replacing Direct Objects with Pronouns

Introducing the direct object pronouns

Placing direct object pronouns

Replacing Indirect Objects with Pronouns

Introducing the indirect object pronouns

Placing indirect object pronouns

Answer Key

Chapter 10: Expressing Likes and Dislikes

Using Indirect Object Pronouns with the Verb

Gustar

Noting the indirect object pronouns

Placing indirect object pronouns with the

verb gustar

Applying a Few Rules for Expressing Likes

with the Verb Gustar

Clarifying and Emphasizing Pronouns with

Prepositional Phrases



Clarifying ambiguous pronouns

Emphasizing certain pronouns

Talking about What You Don’t Like

Asking What Someone Else Likes

Introducing Other Verbs That Work Like

Gustar

Answer Key

Chapter 11: Handling Questions and

Exclamations

Composing Yes or No Questions

Sticking with a statement and adding

question marks

Adding a tag question to a statement

Trying variations of the inversion method

Replying to Yes or No Questions

Seeking More Specific Information with

Interrogatives

Introducing Spanish interrogatives

Forming questions with interrogatives

Using ¿Cómo? in different ways

Determining when to use ¿Cuál? or ¿Qué?

Using prepositions with interrogatives

Answering an Interrogative Question

Getting Excited with ¡Exclamations!

Answer Key



Part III: Beefing Up Your Sentences with More

Description

Chapter 12: Describing Action with Adverbs

Telling When, Where, How, How Many, How

Much, and How Long

Getting to Know the Forms That Adverbs Take

Forming adverbs that end in -mente (-ly)

Meeting some adverbial expressions

Using adjectives as adverbs

Placing Adverbs in a Sentence

Adverbs that modify verbs

Adverbs that modify other adverbs

Adverbs that modify adjectives

Adverbs that modify the entire sentence

Making Comparisons with Adverbs

Making comparisons of inequality

Making comparisons of equality

Answer Key

Chapter 13: Modifying Meaning with Prepositions

Parading Simple Prepositions

Contrasting the personal a and the

prepositional a



Comparing por and para

Designating possession with de

Expressing location with en

Considering con

Presenting Compound Prepositions

Recognizing and Using Some Verbs That

Require Prepositions

The basics of verbs that require

prepositions

Lists of verbs that require prepositions

Answer Key

Chapter 14: Acting on Oneself with the Reflexive

Getting to Know Reflexive Verbs and

Pronouns

Checking out some common reflexive

verbs

Introducing the reflexive pronouns

Forming Regular Reflexive Verbs

Conjugating Stem-Changing and Irregular

Reflexive Verbs

Understanding the Uses of Reflexive Verbs

Describing actions of personal care and

habitual routines

Becoming with the reflexive construction



Using the reflexive to change a verb’s

meaning

Acting on each other: Expressing

reciprocal actions with the reflexive form

Answer Key

Chapter 15: Using the Passive Voice

Setting Up Passive Voice with Ser

Forming the passive voice with ser and a

past participle

Expressing an agent with por

Forming Passive Constructions with Se

Creating the passive voice with se

Forming expressions in the impersonal

voice

Considering the Uses of Passive Voice

Answer Key

Chapter 16: It’s All Relative: Making Comparisons

Expressing Comparisons of Inequality

Saying “more than” or “less than”

Including numbers

Making Comparisons of Equality



Rising to the Highest Degree with

Superlatives

Investigating Irregular Comparatives

Going from good to best and from bad to

worst

Describing age

Using a special suffix to express “really”

Answer Key

Chapter 17: Just Say “No”: Negative Words and

Expressions

Introducing Negative Words and Expressions

Naming the negative words and putting

them to use

Identifying some common negative

expressions

Piecing together your sentences with

pero and sino

Pointing Out the Differences between Spanish

and English Negatives

Answer Key

Part IV: Talking about the Past or Future

Chapter 18: Looking Back with the Preterit

Forming the Preterit Tense of Regular Verbs



Forming the preterit of -ar verbs

Forming the preterit of -er and -ir verbs

Dealing with Stem-Changing, Spelling-

Changing, and Irregular Verbs

Stem-changing verbs

Spelling-changing verbs

Irregular verbs

Using the Preterit Tense

Completing an action or a series of

actions in the past

Being specific about a past action

Changing Verb Meanings in the Preterit

Answer Key

Chapter 19: Describing Ongoing Past Action with

the Imperfect

Forming the Regular Imperfect Tense

Forming the imperfect of regular -ar verbs

Forming the imperfect of regular -er and -

ir verbs

Recognizing Some Irregular Imperfect Verbs

Using the Imperfect Tense in Certain Ways

Describing past conditions or states of

mind



Describing continuing or ongoing past

actions

Describing repeated or habitual past

actions

Expressing “would”

Describing simultaneous activities in the

past

Describing actions that were occurring

when something else happened

Comparing the Preterit and Imperfect Tenses

Knowing when to use the preterit

Knowing when to use the imperfect

Answer Key

Chapter 20: Projecting Forward with the Future

Tense

Forming the Regular Future Tense

Meeting Some Irregular Future Verbs

Getting More Specific with Futuristic Adverbs

Exploring Additional Simple Ways to Talk

about the Future

Using the present tense

Using ir + a + an infinitive

Putting the Future Tense to Use

Describing an action that will happen or

is likely to happen



Expressing conjecture, supposition, or

probability in the present

Describing a future cause-effect

relationship

Answer Key

Chapter 21: Forming Compound Tenses with the

Helping Verb Haber

Forming Past Participles

Irregular past participles: Group 1

Irregular past participles: Group 2

Constructing and Using the Present Perfect

Discovering the present tense forms of

the verb haber

Forming the present perfect

Knowing when to use the present perfect

Constructing and Using the Pluperfect

Conjugating the verb haber in the

imperfect tense

Forming the pluperfect

Employing the pluperfect

Constructing and Using the Future Perfect

Conjugating the verb haber in the future

tense



Forming the future perfect

Knowing when to use the future perfect

Answer Key

Part V: Expressing Conditions and Giving Commands

Chapter 22: Wondering “What If” with the

Conditional Mood

Forming the Conditional of Regular Verbs

Dealing with Irregular Conditional Verbs

Knowing When to Use the Conditional

Describing hypothetical actions or events

in the present or future

Communicating the probability of a past

action or event

Indicating the future within a past tense

expression

Answer Key

Chapter 23: Taking Command with the Imperative

Mood

Giving Commands to Individuals

Constructing informal singular commands

with regular verbs

Creating formal singular commands with

regular verbs



Checking out verbs with stem changes in

the singular imperative

Introducing verbs with spelling changes

in the singular imperative

Handling verbs with stem and spelling

changes in the singular imperative

Dealing with irregular verbs in the

singular imperative

Issuing Commands to Two or More People

Constructing informal plural commands

with regular verbs

Creating formal plural commands with

regular verbs

Checking out verbs with stem changes in

the plural imperative

Introducing verbs with spelling changes

in the plural imperative

Handling verbs with stem and spelling

changes in the plural imperative

Dealing with irregular verbs in the plural

imperative

Using Subject Pronouns with Commands

Forming “Let’s” Commands

Answer Key

Part VI: The Part of Tens

Chapter 24: Ten Common Spanish Grammar

Mistakes (And How to Avoid Them)



Forgetting to Change the Gender of “cientos”

When Describing Feminine Nouns

Adding “un” or “una” to “otro” or “otra”

Overusing Subject Pronouns

Repeating the Preposition in Verbs That

Already Include a Preposition

Using Possessive Adjectives to Refer to Body

Parts or Clothing with Reflexive Verbs

Assuming Spanish Words That Look Like

English Words Mean the Same Thing

Translating Idioms Word for Word

Confusing Definite and Indefinite Articles

Mixing Up “pedir” and “preguntar” and

“conocer” and “saber”

Confusing Different Types of Movement

Chapter 25: Ten Useful Spanish Idioms

Ir al grano

Estar para comerte

Estar como un flan

Estar chupado

Estar como un queso

Estar como una cabra

Faltar un tornillo

Tomar el pelo

Importarse un pimiento

Es de toma pan y moja

Cheat Sheet
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