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A division of Public Consulting Group (PCG), PCG Education provides instructional and management 
services and technologies to schools, school districts, and state education agencies across the United 
States and internationally. We apply more than 30 years of management consulting expertise and 
extensive real-world experience as teachers and leaders to strengthen clients’ instructional practice and 
organizational leadership, enabling student success.

As educators engage with rigorous standards for college and career readiness, PCG Education partners 
with practitioners at all stages of implementation. We work with clients to build programs, practices, 
and processes that align with the standards. Our team of experts develops and delivers standards-based 
instructional resources, professional development, and technical assistance that meet the needs of all 
learners.

In response to a wide range of needs, PCG Education’s solutions leverage one or more areas of expertise, 
including College and Career Readiness, MTSS/RTI, Special Programs and Diverse Learners, School 
and District Improvement, and Strategic Planning. PCG’s technologies expedite this work by giving 
educators the means to gather, manage, and analyze data, including student performance information, 
and by facilitating blended learning approaches to professional development.

To learn more about PCG Education, visit us at www.publicconsultinggroup.com.

ABOUT PCG EDUCATION

http://www.publicconsultinggroup.com


For ebook readers, the Teacher Resource Book and Appendix can be downloaded at:

http://www.pathstocollegeandcareer.com/trbdownload

http://www.pathstocollegeandcareer.com/trbdownload
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Paths to College and Career is a comprehensive English Language Arts (ELA) curriculum that meets the 
rigorous requirements and instructional shifts of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). Paths to 
College and Career (for grades 6–8) deeply engages middle-level students in authentic experiences while 
building their literacy skills and expanding their knowledge of the world around them as they grow toward 
college and career readiness. Paths to College and Career supports teachers’ understanding of CCSS-aligned 
instruction that challenges and engages all students as they read, discuss, and write about complex texts.

Materials and Resources

• Curriculum maps that provide a bird’s eye view of standards, learning targets, core texts, and 
assessments across the year, both within each grade and across grades 6–8

• Detailed plans for curriculum modules, units, and lessons, with teacher instructional notes and 
student supports

• Authentic literary and informational texts at appropriate grade-level complexity work together 
to build students’ knowledge

• Supplementary resources including protocols and practices, graphic organizers, and supports for 
students with a variety of learning needs

• Flexibility, encouraging teacher adaptation and student choice

Intentional Learning Progressions

• Engaging topics, and sequencing within topics, that draw students deeply into rigorous reading, 
writing, and thinking

• Deliberate year long instructional processes that develop students’ ability to read closely, analyze 
texts, and synthesize information across multiple texts

• Scaff olded assignments that help all students develop skill in evidence-based writing, including 
argument, explanation, and narrative

• Regular, consistent writing for many purposes, both informal and more formal, incorporating the 
writing process

• Classroom protocols that foster rich evidence-based discussions, research, and writing based on 
evidence from text

WHAT IS PATHS TO COLLEGE 
AND CAREER?
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• Academic vocabulary development that builds students’ ability to understand sophisticated 
words and complex language structures

• Active learning that encourages students’ confi dence in their ability to achieve at high levels

Assessment That Informs Instruction

• Daily and ongoing formative assessment opportunities

• Student self-assessment and feedback

• Mid-unit and end-of-unit assessments

• Curriculum-embedded performance tasks for each module in which students synthesize their work 
to demonstrate their deep learning of skills and content

• CCSS-based rubrics and models of expected student performances

Paths to College and Career provides a complete middle-level ELA curriculum, fully aligned with the 
Common Core standards and instructional shifts and designed to meet the needs of all students.

Why Do We Need a New and More Rigorous 
Curriculum?
College and Career anchor standards (CCR) establish literacy expectations for students as they graduate 
from high school and prepare to enter college or career paths. Grade-specifi c standards defi ne end-of-
year expectations and learning progressions that enable students to meet college and career readiness 
expectations no later than the end of high school.

The CCSS provide a vision for college- and career-ready students who can

• Independently comprehend and evaluate complex texts

• Construct eff ective arguments and convey complex information

• Actively listen to, comprehend, and question a speaker

• Engage in productive dialogue

• Demonstrate command of standard English and use a wide-ranging vocabulary

• Be self-directed learners and know how to locate information from a variety of sources

• Build knowledge by engaging with works of quality and substance, reading purposefully, and 
listening attentively

• Refi ne and share their knowledge through writing and speaking

• Respond to the varying demands of audience, task, purpose, and discipline

• Be engaged and open-minded—but discerning—readers and listeners

• Cite specifi c evidence, connecting it through reasoning to their claim, when off ering an oral or 
written interpretation of a text or when making their own point

• Use technology and digital media strategically and capably
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• Understand other perspectives and cultures and communicate eff ectively with people of other 
backgrounds

• Learn about a variety of periods, cultures, and worldviews by reading great classic and 
contemporary works of literature

Achieving these high expectations and rigorous goals requires that curriculum and instruction support 
teachers in preparing students for college and career.

The Standards in Action: The Instructional Shifts and 
Paths to College and Career
The Common Core State Standards for ELA & Literacy set clear, high expectations for what students 
in each grade need to know as they grow toward college and career readiness. These rigorous 
expectations require shifts in the content and nature of instruction so that students will achieve the 
standards. Paths to College and Career embodies these instructional shifts.

Shift 1: Building Knowledge through Content-Rich Nonfi ction
In college and career, most required reading is nonfi ction and informational text. Students need to 
understand the structure of text and be able to learn independently through text.

• Expanding beyond fi ction, students read a true balance of literary and informational texts.

• Through carefully selected text sets, students build knowledge about the world (domains/content 
areas) through interactions with text rather than through teacher talk or activities.

How does Paths to College and Career help teachers and students meet 
Shift 1?
All modules in Paths to College and Career pair literature with rich informational text 
(including primary source documents and literary nonfi ction). Authentic reading materials 
include full-length books, excerpts, articles, and other texts. In addition, each unit includes a 
set of sequenced, coherent progressions of learning experiences that build knowledge and 
understanding of major concepts related to real-world issues and concerns. Students engage in 
signifi cant topics as they read high-quality literature and fi ction. They build expertise on topics 
and share that expertise with others.

Shift 2: Reading, Writing, and Speaking Grounded in Evidence 
from Text
The ability to locate and use evidence is a strong indicator of success in college and career.  Too often, 
questions and tasks ask students to answer from their own experience, rather than requiring them to 
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respond with evidence from text. The CCSS expects that most questions and tasks require students to 
read the text—and to identify what is directly stated and what is inferred. In the classroom, reading, 
writing, and speaking all emphasize the use of evidence.

• Students engage in rich and rigorous evidence-based conversation about text.

• Writing uses evidence from sources to inform or make an argument.

How does Paths to College and Career help teachers and students meet 
Shift 2?
Each module of the Paths to College and Career curriculum focuses on reading, writing, listening, and 
speaking in response to high-quality texts. Paths to College and Career supports teachers with careful 
and deliberate sequences of text-dependent questions and tasks that ensure students return to the 
text for answers. Students use evidence, becoming skilled at asking and answering important text-
dependent questions as they read. The curriculum also emphasizes writing from sources and research, 
matching the emphasis placed on these activities in the CCSS for a variety of purposes. Over the course 
of the academic year, students regularly write evidence-based informative/explanatory texts as they 
engage in text analysis. Writing instruction in Paths to College and Career frames writing as a recursive 
and iterative process of planning, drafting, revising, editing, and rewriting. Building the research skills 
outlined in the CCSS, students learn how to conduct eff ective, inquiry-based research. Through reading 
and analysis, students identify topics of interest, formulate questions for searches, assess sources, craft 
inquiry-based research questions, engage in research and writing, and, fi nally, analyze and synthesize 
their research in formal writing pieces.

Paths to College and Career regularly incorporates student discussion in order for students to process 
orally what they have read and what they will write or have already written in response to a text. 
Discussions take various forms, some more formal or structured than others. Discussions are student 
driven and share a common focus on evidence-based claims. Students engage with one another, rather 
than with the teacher, as they pose questions, build shared knowledge, and support each other. To 
facilitate classwide engagement, students work in pairs or small groups prior to whole-class discussion. 
These pair or small-group discussions allow students the space and time to collaboratively build 
evidence-based understandings of text(s) and share their ideas and understandings.

Students engage in peer-supported and independent research projects of varying lengths and on a 
range of topics. Using the text as the basis for forming claims and making inferences, students write 
in multiple contexts. End-of-module performance tasks require students to use textual evidence in 
authentic contexts.

Shift 3: Complex Text and Its Academic Vocabulary
There has existed a huge gap between the complexity of texts students read and the complexity of texts 
they need to be able to read to meet college and career expectations. The new standards have raised 
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the overall level of text complexity, with clear expectations for independence at each grade level. One 
of the greatest factors in text complexity is the academic vocabulary that is more often found in text 
than in everyday speech. Because of this, teachers need to pay careful attention to building students’ 
vocabulary and helping them learn how to build their own vocabulary in a variety of ways.

• Students read appropriately complex texts for their grade level. Instruction and learning centers 
on those texts. Adequate time allows students to read closely and understand the text fully.

• Students build the academic vocabulary they need to access complex texts.

How does Paths to College and Career help teachers and students meet 
Shift 3?
The informational text and literature in each module meet the expected range of quantitative 
complexity. Students read and review texts for specifi c purposes. With a gradual release of support, 
students deconstruct, seek meaning, conduct analysis, defi ne words in context, use and develop 
background knowledge, and work to understand the text at hand. The Paths to College and Career 
curriculum paces the learning so that students carefully read and reread complex text as they explore 
ideas, structures, and layers of meaning.

Paths to College and Career emphasizes depth of student understanding rather than the breadth of 
texts  “covered.”  The process of achieving this depth of understanding includes annotating text. The 
curriculum frequently asks students to note specifi c parts of a text that contain important ideas and 
spark connections to other texts or require additional attention and discussion.

Paths to College and Career builds students’ academic vocabulary, the words and language structures 
more likely to appear in complex literary and informational texts. Through guided practice, students 
gain familiarity with the words in context or, when appropriate, learn their meaning at point of use as 
they encounter the word in a text.

Other Features of Paths to College and Career That Support All 
the Instructional Shifts
In addition to directly addressing the instructional shifts, Paths to College and Career emphasizes 
instructional practices that promote achievement of high academic expectations.

Paired and Group Reading/Collaborative Work
Collaboration plays a major role in college and career readiness. The CCSS weave together the four 
strands of reading, writing, speaking and listening, and language to provide an integrated approach 
to learning. The lessons and units in Paths to College and Career allow students multiple opportunities 
to collaborate while reading, writing, speaking, and listening. This learning and sharing of insights also 
benefi ts students who require additional support in developing these skills.
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Scaff olding to Independence
Paths to College and Career scaff olds student learning to promote independence in reading, writing, and 
speaking about complex texts. Each unit builds on the skills and knowledge students develop in the 
preceding units, just as each module in a year extends and refi nes students’ work in earlier modules. 
Over the course of the year and across grade levels, teachers will notice students’ increased capacity for 
independent work. As texts increase in complexity, tasks become more challenging.

Assessment in Paths to College and Career
Paths to College and Career provides a full complement of assessments, including ongoing formative 
assessment practices and protocols in each lesson, unit-level assessments, and a culminating 
performance task at the conclusion of each module.

• Formative assessment practices and opportunities are embedded in and across lessons. Students 
self-assess against daily learning targets and receive frequent feedback from the teacher and peers.

• Each unit includes two formal assessments. Mid-unit assessments typically are reading assessments 
requiring text-based answers. End-of-unit assessments often require using multiple sources in a 
written essay.

• The fi nal assessment for each module is a performance task. In these culminating projects, students 
synthesize and apply their learning from the module in an engaging and authentic way. Performance 
tasks incorporate the writing process, scaff olds for students, and peer critique and revision.

• Assessments off er curriculum-embedded opportunities to practice the types of skills needed on 
high-stakes assessments and include multiple-item formats:

• Selected response (multiple-choice questions)

• Short constructed response

• Extended response, either on demand or supported

• Speaking and listening (discussion or oral presentation)

• Formal argumentative, explanatory, and narrative essays (involving planning, drafting, and revision)

Paths to College and Career Organization and 
Structure
This curriculum is composed of seven grade levels (6–12). Each grade level includes four primary 
modules. Each module consists of up to three units, and each unit consists of a set of lesson plans.

Modules are arranged in units comprising one or more texts. The texts in each module share common 
elements in relation to genre, authors’ craft, text structure, or central ideas. Each unit in a module builds 
on the skills and knowledge students develop in the preceding unit(s). The number of lessons in a unit 
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varies based on the length of the text(s). Each lesson is designed to span one class period but may 
extend beyond that time frame depending on student needs.

The standards assessed and addressed in each module specifi cally support the study of the module 
text(s), and include standards in all four domains: reading, writing, speaking and listening, and 
language. The modules include daily lesson assessments, mid- and end-of-unit assessments, and a 
culminating performance task in which students are asked to synthesize their learning across the 
module. The performance task also provides an option for teachers to engage students in writing or 
discussion of salient excerpts or ideas from the module texts in relation to outside texts, current events, 
the world writ large, or the human condition.

The Paths to College and Career curriculum provides a full year of modules and units, including

• Year long scope and sequence

• Module framing and overview

• Unit-at-a-glance and week-at-a-glance guidance for the teacher

• Performance tasks and other summative and formative assessments

• Lesson plans

• Supporting materials (class work, homework, rubrics, and so on)

Structure of a Year of Instruction
There are four modules per grade level that focus on reading, writing, speaking and listening, and 
language in response to high-quality texts. Each module lasts one quarter of a school year.

Structure of a Module
Each module provides eight weeks of instruction constituting three units. Each unit includes 
a set of sequenced, coherent progressions of learning experiences that build knowledge and 
understanding of major concepts. The modules sequence and scaffold content aligned to CCSS for 
ELA & Literacy.

Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8

Middle Grade Levels

Grade 8 Modules

1 2 3

1

1

2

2

3

3 4 5 6 7 n
...

Unit 1 Lessons

4

Module 1 Units
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Module 1 at each grade level establishes the foundation of instructional routines used throughout 
the year. Individual modules culminate in an end-of-module performance task, similar to those that 
students will encounter on high-stakes assessments. This assessment provides information to educators 
on whether students in their classrooms are achieving the standards.

Modules include daily lesson plans, guiding questions, recommended texts, scaff olding strategies, and 
other classroom resources. Instructional resources address the needs of all learners. Ancillary resources, 
including graphic organizers and collaborative protocols and formative assessment practices, apply to 
all modules.

Paths to College and Career is planned and developed according to the principles of Universal Design for 
Learning (UDL) to support

• English Language Learners (ELL)

• Students with Disabilities (SWD)

• Accelerated learners

• Students achieving and performing below grade level

Each module is designed to be adapted to a group’s specifi c instructional needs. Lessons are not scripts, 
but are intended to illustrate how instruction might be sequenced. Lessons are adaptable and allow for 
teacher preference and fl exibility both to meet students’ needs and to meet the requirements of the 
shifts and the standards.

Module 1 Module 2 Module 3 Module 4

Close Reading and 
Writing to Learn

Working with 
Evidence

Understanding 
Perspectives

Research, Decision 
Making, and Forming 
Positions

Unit 1

Building Background 
Knowledge

Unit 1

Building Background 
Knowledge

Unit 1

Building Background 
Knowledge

Unit 1

Building Background 
Knowledge

Unit 2

Extended Reading 
and Research

Unit 2

Extended Reading 
and Research

Unit 2

Extended Reading 
and Research

Unit 2

Extended Reading 
and Research

Unit 3

Extended Writing

Unit 3

Extended Writing

Unit 3

Extended Writing

Unit 3

Extended Writing
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Using Paths to College and Career
Paths to College and Career provides strong and engaging instruction and learning experiences in each 
lesson, throughout each unit and module, and across all grade levels. Students develop expertise 
in the standards as they practice them with a variety of topics and tasks. The routines and protocols 
are consistent throughout the lessons, units, and modules, and across grade levels. This predictable 
structure provides scaff olds for students as they grow toward independence and accountability for their 
own learning.

Launching a Module
Paths to College and Career provides multiple supports in each module to facilitate instructional 
planning.

The Module Overview provides a road map of the entire module, and includes the module’s guiding 
questions and big ideas, a description of the fi nal performance task, key features of the central texts, 
the standards addressed and assessed in the module, and long-term “I can” statements that translate the 
standards into student-centered targets.

The Week-at-a-Glance Calendar adds detail to the description provided in the Module Overview, 
including the instructional focus and a brief description of assessments.

A detailed description in the Module Assessments section, including the performance task, further 
clarifi es the trajectory of instruction and the specifi c skills in context that students will understand by 
the end of the module.

The Recommended Texts chart explains the Lexile (quantitative complexity) measure and text type of 
each literary and nonfi ction work in the module.

These overview documents provide a panoramic view of the module and include the information 
educators need to make decisions about adapting, enhancing, or changing learning activities.

Teaching a Unit
The Unit Overview includes the learning targets and standards addressed in this unit, the texts used 
in this unit, and a lesson-by-lesson overview. Especially helpful at this level of detail are the lesson-level 
(supporting) learning targets derived from the long-term targets for the module. “Anchor Charts and 
Protocols” identifi es the introduced and reinforced routines in each lesson.

Inside the Lesson
Each lesson, regardless of the topic or timing within the unit, module, or year, has a dependable 
structure.

The lesson Opening engages students in the work of the lesson and reviews learning targets for the 
day. The lesson opening builds on the work of the prior lesson.
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Work Time comprises the bulk of the lesson and may include close reading, note taking, journaling, 
teacher modeling, vocabulary development, and partner or group work. As students prepare for a mid-
unit or end-of-unit assessment, work time may give them an opportunity to plan, draft, revise, and peer- 
or self-assess. Work Time varies from day to day according to the learning targets, texts, and tasks.

Closing and Assessment includes a debrief of the lesson and homework instructions. In lessons that do 
not include a specifi c assessment, there is a brief formative assessment, such as an “Exit Ticket.”

Support for the Teacher
In addition to information provided in the module and unit overviews, support is provided throughout 
the lesson in sections labeled Teaching Notes and Meeting Students’ Needs, as well as in the supporting 
materials.

Teaching Notes describe protocols used in the lesson, and ongoing practices, such as journaling.  They 
also suggest how to prepare for the lesson. The Teaching Notes also include background information 
that explains how a concept or routine introduced in this lesson will connect to or build toward other 
lessons.

Meeting Students’ Needs discusses the purpose of particular protocols in the lesson and suggestions 
for visuals, tools, practices, models, or adaptations for students who may need extra support to achieve 
lesson goals.

Supporting Materials comprise those materials that might be required for the lesson. These materials 
may include specifi c reproducible maps, articles, and graphic organizers. The Supporting Materials 
are all collected in the Teacher Resource Book that accompanies each module. For ebook readers, the 
Teacher Resource Book and Appendix fi les can be downloaded at http://www.pathstocollegeandcareer
.com/trbdownload

Paths to College and Career is truly a complete and integrated English Language Arts curriculum that 
ensures teaching and learning to the letter and in the spirit of the new standards and the related 
instructional shifts.

http://www.pathstocollegeandcareer.com/trbdownload
http://www.pathstocollegeandcareer.com/trbdownload
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These grades 6–8 curriculum modules are designed to address CCSS ELA outcomes during a 45-minute 
English Language Arts block. The overarching focus for all modules is on building students’ literacy skills 
as they develop knowledge about the world.

Taken as a whole, these modules are designed to give teachers concrete strategies to address the 
“instructional shifts” required by the CCSS.

Structure of a Module
Each module provides eight weeks of instruction, broken into three shorter units. Each module includes 
seven assessments:

• Six unit-level assessments that are almost always on-demand: students’ independent work on a 
reading, writing, speaking, or listening task

• One fi nal performance task that is a more supported project, often involving research

Structure of a Year of Instruction
There are four modules per grade level: Module 1, followed by Module 2, Module 3, then Module 
4. Teachers should begin the year with Module 1, which lays the foundation for both teachers and 
students regarding instructional routines.

How to Read the Curriculum Maps
The purpose of the curriculum map is to provide a high-level summary of each module and name the 
standards formally assessed in each module.

 Module Focus: Read this fi rst. The “focus” is the same across the grades 6–8 band and signals the 
progression of literacy skills across the year as well as alignment to the CCSS instructional shifts.

 Module Title: This signals the topic students will be learning about (often connected to social 
studies or science) and aligns with Instructional Shift #1, building knowledge through content-rich 
nonfi ction.

CURRICULUM MAPS
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 Description: These three or four sentences tell the basic “story” of the eight-week arc of instruction: 
the literacy skills, content knowledge, and central text(s).

 Texts: This lists texts that all students read. The texts in bold are the extended texts for a given 
module: the texts with which students spend the most time. Remember that texts can be 
complex based on both qualitative and quantitative measures. Texts are listed in order from most 
quantitatively complex (based on Lexile® measure) to least quantitatively complex. Texts near the 
bottom of the list are often complex in ways other than Lexile. Within a given module, the list shows 
the wide variety of texts students read as they build knowledge about a topic. This aligns with 
Instructional Shift #1, building knowledge through content-rich nonfi ction. 

 Final Performance Task: This is a culminating project, which takes place during Unit 3 of every 
module. Performance tasks are designed to help students synthesize and apply their learning 
from the module in an engaging and authentic way. Performance tasks are developed using the 
writing process, are scaff olded, and almost always include peer critique and revision. Performance 
tasks are not “on-demand” assessments. (Note: The End-of-Unit 3 Assessment often addresses key 
components of the performance task.)

 Unit-Level Assessments:

• Each unit includes two assessments, most of which are “on-demand” (that is, show what you 
know/can do on your own).

• Mid-Unit Assessments typically, though not always, are reading assessments: text-based 
answers.

• End-of-Unit Assessments typically, though not always, are writing assessments: writing from 
sources.

• Most assessments have a heavy emphasis on academic vocabulary, particularly on determining 
words in context.

• Assessments are designed to be curriculum-embedded opportunities to practice the types of 
skills needed on state assessments.

• The curriculum map that follows lists the title of each assessment, the standards assessed, and 
the assessment format, of which there are fi ve types.

• Selected response (multiple-choice questions)

• Short constructed response (short-answer questions of the type that is scored using a 
2-point rubric)

• Extended response (longer writing or essays of the type that is scored using a 4-point rubric) 
(either on-demand or supported)

• Speaking and listening (discussion or oral presentation)

• Scaff olded essay (involving planning, drafting, and revision)

 Standards: In each module, the standards formally assessed are indicated with a check mark.
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Common Core ELA Standards Formally Assessed, by Module
• In the following tables, any specifi c CCSS with a check mark indicates that the standard is formally 

assessed.

• Some standards are formally assessed in multiple modules.

• Because of the integrated nature of the standards, even standards that are not formally assessed are 
often embedded in instruction throughout every module (for example, RI/RL.8.1).

• Some standards are not applicable in an on-demand assessment context (for example, R.8.10 or 
W.8.10). In the following tables, these standards are noted as “integrated throughout.”

• Some standards (for example, W.8.2) have a main or “parent” standard and then subcomponents 
(for example, W.8.2.a). Often, students’ mastery of the entirety of this standard is scaff olded across 
multiple modules. Therefore, in the following tables, the “parent” standard is checked only if all 
components of that standard are formally assessed within that particular module. Otherwise, just 
the specifi c components are checked.

Reading Standards for Literature

Module 1 Module 2 Module 3 Module 4

RL.8.1. Cite the textual evidence that most 
strongly supports an analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text.

✓ ✓

RL.8.2. Determine a theme or central idea of 
a text and analyze its development over the 
course of the text, including its relationship to 
the characters, setting, and plot; provide an 
objective summary of the text.

✓

RL.8.3. Analyze how particular lines of 
dialogue or incidents in a story or drama 
propel the action, reveal aspects of a 
character, or provoke a decision.

✓ ✓

RL.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including 
fi gurative and connotative meanings; analyze 
the impact of specifi c word choices on 
meaning and tone, including analogies or 
allusions to other texts.

✓ ✓


