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The International and Development Education Series tocuses on the com-
plementary areas of comparative, international, and development educa-
tion. Books emphasize a number of topics ranging from key international
education issues, trends, and reforms to examinations of national educa-
tion systems, social theories, and development education initiatives. Local,
national, regional, and global volumes (single authored and edited collec-
tions) constitute the breadth of the series and offer potential contributors
a great deal of latitude based on interests and cutting-edge research. The
series is supported by a strong network of international scholars and devel-
opment professionals who serve on the International and Development
Education Advisory Board and participate in the selection and review pro-
cess for manuscript development.
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SERIES EDITORS INTRODUCTION

We are pleased to introduce another volume in the Palgrave Macmillan
International and Development Education book series. In conceptualiz-
ing this series we took into account the extraordinary increase in the scope
and depth of research on education in a global and international context.
The range of topics and issues being addressed by scholars worldwide is
enormous and clearly reflects the growing expansion and quality of
research being conducted on comparative, international, and development
education (CIDE) topics. Our goal is to cast a wide net for the most inno-
vative and novel manuscripts, both single-authored and edited volumes,
without constraints as to the level of education, geographical region, or
methodology (whether disciplinary or interdisciplinary). In the process,
we have also developed two subseries as part of the main series: one is
cosponsored by the East West Center in Honolulu, Hawaii, drawing from
their distinguished programs, the International Forum on Education
2020 (IFE 2020) and the Asian Pacific Higher Education Research
Partnership (APHERP); and the other is a publication partnership with
the Higher Education Special Interest Group of the Comparative and
International Education Society that highlights trends and themes on
international higher education.

The issues that will be highlighted in this series are those focused on
capacity, access, and equity, three interrelated topics that are central to
educational transformation as it appears around the world today. There are
many paradoxes and asymmetries surrounding these issues, which include
problems of both excess capacity and deficits, wide access to facilities as
well as severe restrictions, and all the complexities that are included in the
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X  SERIES EDITORS INTRODUCTION

equity debate. Closely related to this critical triumvirate is the overarching
concern with quality assurance, accountability, and assessment. As educa-
tional systems have expanded, so have the needs and demands for quality
assessment, with implications for accreditation and accountability.
Intergroup relations, multiculturalism, and gender issues comprise another
cluster of concerns facing most educational systems in differential ways
when one looks at the change in educational systems in an international
context. Diversified notions of the structure of knowledge and curriculum
development occupy another important niche in educational change at
both the precollegiate and collegiate levels. Finally, how systems are man-
aged and governed are key policy issues for educational policymakers
worldwide. These and other key elements of the education and social
change environment have guided this series and have been reflected in the
books that have already appeared and those that will appear in the future.
We welcome proposals on these and other topics from as wide a range of
scholars and practitioners as possible. We believe that the world of educa-
tional change is dynamic, and our goal is to reflect the very best work
being done in these and other areas. This volume meets the standards and
goals of this series and we are proud to add it to our list of publications.

University of California John N. Hawkins
Los Angeles, CA, USA

University of Memphis W. James Jacob
Memphis, TN, USA
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CHAPTER 1

Introduction

Gustavo Gregorutti and Nanette Svenson

Research productivity is a critical component of university output world-
wide and a major determinant in global university rankings. Universities in
Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) have been consistently weak in
this regard. The entire region accounts for just over three percent of global
research and development (R&D), around four percent of Science Citation
Index publications, and about two percent of the top 500 universities
globally (Marginson 2012; PREAL 2007; Velez-Cuartas et al. 2015).
Despite the lackluster figures, certain LAC university research programs
are producing results. Many of these engage North-South university part-
nerships, with one or more institutions from industrialized countries and
one or more LAC institutions.

This book explores the dynamics involved in some of these LAC
North-South research partnerships and presents various examples from
countries in the region as illustrative case studies. The general research
questions in the studies of the cases presented revolve around: What
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motivates collaboration between universities in different countries with
distinct sociocultural and economic development contexts? What barriers
and limitations are faced in carrying out joint research? What key factors
advance research productivity for these partnerships? Much of the schol-
arly work done on international research collaborations (IRCs), and
North-South partnerships in particular, focuses on co-authorship as a
measure for increased productivity; it concentrates less on the intangible,
multifaceted issues of relationships, operational mechanics, and knowl-
edge generation. The focus of this book is the latter. It builds on the lit-
erature studying the many forms these collaborations may take, with
varying responsibilities for involved parties; the different motivations—
individually and organizationally driven—for entering into such partner-
ships; and the external and internal factors that influence collaboration
parameters (Bozeman et al. 2013; Bradley 2007; Sonnenwald 2007).
Through application of case study analysis, the book contributes qualita-
tive empirical evidence to further substantiate and broaden documented
theoretical claims on international, and particularly North-South, research
partnerships.

This introduction to the text begins with a brief overview of the litera-
ture on IRC and partnerships. It then links this review with certain rele-
vant characteristics and tendencies of the LAC region and its higher
education and research sectors. Finally, it presents synopses of the case
studies that form the basis for each of the subsequent chapters.

INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH COLLABORATION AND NORTH-
SouTH UNIVERSITY PARTNERSHIPS

The practice of research collaboration between universities and scholars in
different countries is almost as old as academia itself. While formal defini-
tions, agreement parameters, and publication on the topic of IRC, itself,
are all newer phenomena, the cross-border combining of forces for
expanded, improved scientific perspective and results has a long academic
tradition. Even more organized associations for propelling this endeavor
have been in existence for more than a century. The International Council
for Science (ICSU), one of the oldest non-governmental organizations for
promoting scientific partnerships between countries for the benefit of
humanity, was founded in 1931—and represented a merger of earlier bod-
ies dedicated to similar missions, the International Association of Academies
(1899-1914) and the International Research Council (1919-1931).
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Today, the ICSU boasts 122 members representing 142 countries around
the world and lists its key priorities as IRC, development of international
science policy, and the creation of a global scientific community on the
basis of equity (ICSU 2016). Agreements of collaborations between
the European Union and LAC have been on the rise; the Declaration of
Santiago is one of the most comprehensive partnerships between the
regions (Council of the European Union 2013). Projects oriented to map
biodiversity and ecosystems in LAC supported by the European Research
Area are new possibilities for researchers and universities to join in complex
teams across continents (Olivier et al. 2016).

The focus on North-South university partnerships for research collabo-
ration also has a fairly long tradition, though publication on the subject as
such was accelerated as a result of post-World War II decolonization efforts
and the more recent advent of the knowledge economy near the end of
the twentieth century (Baud 2002; Binka 2005; Gaillard 1994). In this
discourse, the issues revolve more around inequality, in all its facets,
knowledge transfer, and pursuit of mutually beneficial agendas and out-
puts. Yet, in spite of the increased attention directed toward the topic, a
number of important gaps persist in the literature.

First, there is a disproportionate tendency to rely on bibliometric quan-
tification of international co-authorship as the predominant methodology
for assessing international research cooperation (Bozeman et al. 2013;
Katz and Martin 1997). While this means is undeniably simpler and easiest
to measure, it ignores numerous aspects of the collaborative relationships
and their results, as well as the associations that do not produce joint pub-
lications. Second, even studies that go beyond co-authorship metrics tend
to focus on efficiency and productivity gains without exploring the more
complex issues of ownership, capacity development, and sustainability
(Bozeman et al. 2013). Third, to the extent that individual research part-
ners’ situations are examined, emphases are inclined toward respective
financial resources (Ynalvez and Shrum 2011), organizational manage-
ment characteristics (Cummings and Kiesler 2005; Fox and Mohapatra
2007, Siegel et al. 2003), and specific forms of partnership (Bukvova
2010; Morrison et al.. 2003; Sonnenwald 2007).

Among the more comprehensive activities undertaken in recent years
to review the overall state of IRC and the individual elements that com-
prise it are the 2008 study, International Research Collaboration:
Opportunities for the UK Higher Education Sector, conducted by the UK



