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Abstract

The Ruin Island phase of Thule culture was initially defined by Erik Holtved
(1944) as an intrusive, secondary movement of Neo-Eskimo groups from the
Bering Sea region to Northwest Greenland at approximately A.D. 1300. Harpoon
head styles linked the phase with the Punuk culture of St. Lawrence Island.
Subsequent to Holtved’s work, several radiocarbon dates were run on Ruin
Island phase material and produced occupation dates in the 9th to 11th
centuries A.D. These dates and the stylistically early harpoon head attributes
convinced many Arctic researchers that Holtved was mistaken and that the Ruin
Island phase represented the pioneering Thule culture movement into the
Canadian Arctic.

Recent archaeological research in the Bache Peninsula region of eastern
Ellesmere Island, N.W.T. has produced a substantial amount of data relating to
this poorly-defined phase of Thule culture. The Skraeling Island, Sverdrup,
Eskimobyen and Thule Meadows sites contained thirty winter house ruins
which were completely excavated or tested, producing over 4500 artifacts and
almost 20,000 animal bones relating to the Ruin Island phase. Seventeen
radiocarbon assessments suggest a late 12th or early 13th century A.D. period
for the Ruin Island phase, which now appears to be the initial Thule culture
occupation of the Smith Sound region. A comparative analysis of selected traits
with Alaskan Neo-Eskimo cultures and early Thule culture sites in the Canadian
Arctic indicates that the phase is most closely affiliated with Punuk-influenced,
early Western Thule sites in Western Alaska, suggesting that the latter area,
rather than North Alaska, was the probable source area for the Ruin Island
phase. The relatively late dates as compared to early Thule sites in the Barrow
Strait/Lancaster Sound region suggest that the Ruin Island phase represents
only one of several Thule migrations from Alaska into the Canadian Arctic.

The analysis of the faunal remains demonstrates a subsistence emphasis on
sea mammals, particularly ringed seals which were hunted during the spring
and fall seasons. The concentration of food resources in the polynyas was a
significant factor in the attraction of the Bache Peninsula region as a settlement
locale during the early Thule period.
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Résumeéeé

La phase dite de "I'lle aux Ruines" de la culture thuléenne fut initialement
définie par Erik Holtved (1944) comme un déplacement secondaire de groupes
néo-esquimaux partis de la région de la mer de Béring pour aboutir dans le
nord-ouest du Groenland vers l'an 1300. Les styles des tétes de harpon
rattachent cette phase a la culture punuk de St. Lawrence Island. Plusieurs
analyses au carbone 14 postérieures aux travaux de Holtved ont été effectuées
sur des objets de la phase de Ilile aux Ruines et indiquent des dates
d’occupation allant du IXe¢ au XIe siecle. Ces dates et les caractéristiques
stylistiques anciennes des tétes de harpon ont convaincu de nombreux
spécialistes de I'Arctique que Holtved était dans l'erreur et que la phase de l'ile
aux Ruines correspond en fait au déplacement des pionniers de la culture
thuléenne vers '’Arctique canadien.

De récentes recherches archéologiques dans la région de la péninsule Bache,
a l'est de l'ile d’Ellesmere (T.N.-O.), ont fourni des données importantes relatives
a cette phase peu connue de la culture thuléenne. Les sites de I'ile Skraeling, de
Sverdrup, d’Eskimobyen et de Thule Meadows renfermaient les ruines de trente
habitations d’hiver qui ont été entierement fouillées ou sondées, livrant plus de
4 500 objets et prés de 20 000 os d’animaux qui se rattachent a la phase de lile
aux Ruines. Dix-sept examens au carbone 14 tendent a situer vers la fin du
XIIe siécle ou au début du XllIle siécle la phase de I'lle aux Ruines, qui semble
aujourd’hui correspondre a l'établissement de la culture thuléenne dans la
région du détroit de Smith. Une analyse comparant certains traits de la phase
de I'lle aux Ruines des cultures néo-esquimaudes de I'Alaska et des premiers
sites de culture thuléenne dans I'Arctique canadien indique que cette phase se
rattache surtout aux anciens sites thuléens influencés par la culture punuk
dans l'ouest de I’Alaska. Ce qui suggére que cette derniére région, et non le nord
de I'Alaska, fut sans doute la région source dans le cas de la phase de I'lle aux
Ruines. Les dates relativement tardives, au regard des anciens sites thuléens de
la région des détroits de Barrow et de Lancaster, laissent croire que la phase de
I'lle aux Ruines correspondrait uniquement a une migration, parmi plusieurs
autres, de groupes partis de I’Alaska pour aboutir dans I’Arctique canadien.

L'analyse des vestiges de la faune montre l'importance des mammiféres
marins pour la subsistance de 'nomme, notamment des phoques annelés qui
étaient chassés au printemps et en automne. La concentration des ressources
alimentaires dans les polynias fut un important facteur d’attraction vers la
région de la péninsule Bache au début de la période thuléenne.
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The Cultural Setting

Introduction

The Ruin Island phase of Thule culture was initially defined by Erik Holtved
(19441,11) following his archaeological investigations in the Thule District of
Northwest Greenland in the 1930’s. A distinctive Alaskan cast to the material
culture, associated Norse items, and conflicting radiocarbon assessments have
made it difficult to determine the cultural relationships and chronological
position of the Ruin Island phase within the Canadian Thule culture continuum.
This study draws on data from recent archaeological research in the Bache
Peninsula region of eastern Ellesmere Island, Northwest Territories, Canada to
clarify and extend our knowledge of this culture phase and the question of Thule
culture expansion into the Canadian High Arctic. In order to establish a
cultural setting for the Ruin Island phase it is necessary to briefly summarize
our present understanding of cultural developments in the Canadian Arctic and
the Alaska/Bering Sea region during the first and second millenia A.D.

Neo-Eskimo Culture History

The Ruin Island phase represents an early phase of the Thule culture, first
named and described by Therkel Mathiassen (1924, 1927LII) following his
participation as archaeologist and cartographer of the Danish Fifth Thule
Expedition to Arctic America from 1921 to 1924. Mathiassen excavated sites on
Baffin Island and in the northwestern Hudson Bay region which he considered
to be the remains of a highly developed, prehistoric Eskimo whaling culture
which had originated in Alaska and then moved to Arctic Canada about 1,000
years ago.

Mathiassen’s proposed western ancestry for the Thule -culture was
substantiated by subsequent archaeological research in the Alaska/Bering Sea
region and the definition of a developmental continuum consisting of the
Okvik/Old Bering Sea, Punuk, Birnirk and Thule cultures (Collins 1937; Ford
1959; Jenness 1928; Rainey 1941). This group of cultures has been variously
designated as the "Neo-Eskimo" stage of Eskimo prehistory (Birket-Smith 1959;
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Steensby 1917), the Northern Maritime tradition (Collins 1964:90-101), the
Arctic Whale Hunting culture (Larsen and Rainey 1948:49), the Thule tradition
(Dumond 1977), the Asian tradition (Bockstoce 1979:84), or the Inuk tradition
(MacNeish 1959:11, 12) (Fig. 1). The Neo-Eskimo cultures are differentiated
from the earlier Palaeo-Eskimo cultures of the Arctic Small Tool (Irving 1962b,
1968) and the Norton traditions (Dumond 1977) by implement types and styles
and by an economic orientation to open-water sea mammal hunting with
harpoon float gear (Arnold 1983:15; Steensby 1917:165).

The Old Bering Sea culture was first defined by Diamond Jenness (1928) on
the basis of a collection of deeply patinated, decorated ivory harpoon heads and
other objects dug up by natives on the St. Lawrence and Diomede Islands
(Fig. 2). Jenness (1928:178) identified the Bering Sea culture as a highly
developed Eskimo culture of northeastern Asiatic origin and pre-Thule in age.
The closely-related Okvik stage of prehistoric Eskimo culture was defined by
Rainey (1941) from artifacts found in a site on one of the Punuk Islands off the
east coast of St. Lawrence Island. The chronological relationship between the
Okvik and Old Bering Sea cultures has been the subject of debate and remains
largely undecided. Based mainly on art styles, Rainey (1941), Rudenko (1961),
Giddings (1960, 1961) and Collins (1964:90-98) considered Okvik to be a
distinct culture stage pre-dating Old Bering Sea. Early radiocarbon dates and
research by Soviet archaeologists along coastal Chukchi Peninsula reversed this
sequence and gave temporal priority to Old Bering Sea (Arutyunov et al. 1964;
Arutyunov and Sergeev 1968:72-75; Rainey and Ralph 1959:369). The close
similarity between the two complexes and the now overlapping range of recent
radiocarbon dates suggest that Okvik and Old Bering Sea are best considered as
roughly contemporaneous regional variants of a fully-developed maritime
culture which flourished in the Bering Sea region from the last few centuries
B.C. to about A.D. 700 (Ackerman 1984:108, 109; Dumond 1977:119).

A strong maritime adaptation in the Okvik and Old Bering Sea complexes is
demonstrated by the open-socketed, multiple spurred toggle harpoon heads for
hunting seals, walrus and whales, the presence of kayak and umiak parts, and
evidence for float gear. Also characteristic of Okvik/Old Bering Sea were bird
darts, fish spears, sealing darts and bows and arrows; thick crude pottery;
chipped and ground stone tools; and elaborate curvilinear design motifs on
harpoon heads, other implements, and ivory carvings including enigmatic
"winged" objects which have been variously identified as bird or butterfly
carvings used in whaling ceremonies, or as counterbalancing weights attached
to the butt end of harpoon shafts (Bandi 1969:73; Collins 1962:6; Dumond
1977:125; Rudenko 1961:46). Houses were semi-subterranean, round er
rectangular in shape, with walls of horizontal timbers and the occasional whale
bone support, stone paved floors and sunken entrance tunnels which were also
paved (Collins 1937:39, Fig. 3; 1940:550; Rainey 1941:469, Fig. 2). A centrally-
located open hearth provided heat for the dwelling and for cooking (Rainey
1941:471).
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Two new phases, Punuk and Birnirk, emerged between A.D. 300 and 600 as
direct outgrowths from Okvik/Old Bering Sea. The Punuk culture was initially
defined by Henry Collins (1929; 1932:107) in 1928 from a 16’ deep midden on
one of the Punuk Islands. Later excavations by Collins (1937) at Gambell on St.
Lawrence Island confirmed Jenness’s ideas on the Bering Sea culture and,
moreover, demonstrated a continuous cultural sequence on the island from Old
Bering Sea through Punuk to modern Eskimo culture. This developmental
sequence was duplicated in a stratigraphic context in a 20’ midden at Kukulik
on the north coast of St. Lawrence Island (Geist and Rainey 1936). Punuk is
differentiated from Old Bering Sea by developmental changes in artifact styles
and house forms, more numerous and larger settlements, and a greater
emphasis on whaling (Collins 1937, 1964:94; Dumond 1977). Chipped stone
tools were largely replaced by implements of ground slate, the ivory winged
objects evolved into tridents, and iron-tipped tools were used for engraving.
Harpoon head styles became simpler and more standardized in form, as did
Punuk art (Collins 1962:14). New traits such as bone plate armour, wrist
guards, the reinforced bow, bird bola, heavy ivory netsinkers, and blunt-tipped
bird arrows first appeared in the Punuk phase, presumably from Siberian or
more southerly Asian influences (Collins 1937:324, 325; 1962:14). Punuk
houses were similar to the Old Bering Sea form, but larger in size, with plank or
stone floors, walls built of stone, walrus skulls and whale bones, and a narrow
entrance passage with stone and bone walls and roofed with horizontal timbers.
In some cases, an antechamber built at the end of the tunnel was used as a
storage room or kitchen (Collins 1937:71, Fig. 11). Radiocarbon age
determinations for the Punuk phase cover the time span from A.D. 600 to 1500,
which Giddings (1960:124) divided into three periods: Early Punuk from A.D.
600 to 900, Punuk from A.D. 900 to 1100 and Late or "Thule-Punuk" from A.D.
1100 to 1500. Punuk sites appear to be restricted to the St. Lawrence and
Punuk Islands and coastal Chukotka, although Ford (1959:64) identified one
house ruin on the Nunagiak site at Point Belcher, North Alaska as Punuk.

Perhaps slightly earlier than Punuk, Birnirk culture is best known along
coastal northern and western Alaska (Ackerman 1984:110). In 1912,
Stefansson (1919:393) excavated a mound at Birnirk near Point Barrow, North
Alaska and recovered prehistoric artifacts of which the harpoon heads and
arrowheads were described by Wissler (1919). Between 1917 and 1919, the
University Museum of the University of Pennsylvania hired W.B. Van Valin, a
school teacher in Point Barrow, to collect artifacts from the neighbouring sites.
His work was subsequently reported on by J. Alden Mason (1930). During the
field seasons of 1951 to 1953, Wilbert Carter (1966) excavated three mounds at
the Birnirk site and part of a midden at the late prehistoric/early historic Nuvuk
site at Point Barrow. The largest of the Birnirk house mounds (H) indicated a
lengthy period of site occupation, from early Birnirk to the historic period (Carter
1966:16). James A. Ford's (1959) excavations at Birnirk in the 1930’s and
Dennis Stanford’s (1976) more recent work at Walakpa provided the most
detailed picture of Birnirk culture. On the basis of the superimposed
occupation layers in the Walakpa mound, Stanford (1976:107-110) divided
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Birnirk into three phases: Early Birnirk from A.D. 500 to 700, Middle Birnirk
from A.D. 700 to 800 and Late Birnirk from A.D. 800 to 900. These
chronological phases of Birnirk culture were primarily distinguished by gradual
changes in harpoon head and arrowhead styles. Harpoon heads were more
often made of antler rather than ivory, and were characterized by medially-
placed, trifurcated spurs during Early Birnirk, bifurcated spurs in Middle
Birnirk and single, laterally-placed spurs in Late Birnirk, often with remnant
spurs in the form of small knobs or a scalloped edge on the single spur (Stanford
1976:108, Fig. 29). The recovery of Punuk-type whaling harpoon heads from the
Birnirk site was interpreted by Stanford (1976:109) as evidence for the
introduction of Punuk whaling gear during the Late Birnirk period, although
whales were a minor food resource compared to seals and caribou (Anderson
1984:91; Stanford 1976:97, 114). Birnirk houses were square in shape with
walls constructed of horizontal logs and single or double posts in each corner.
Sleeping areas were at the back or along one side of the dwelling and were either
built up or at floor level (Ford 1959:48-52). No interior hearths were found in
the house ruins at the Birnirk site, although heavily encrusted and fire-
blackened pottery vessel fragments suggested extensive use over open fires (Ford
1959:204). Birnirk phase sites occur on the Alaskan coast from Cape Nome,
southeast of Bering Strait, to Point Barrow, northern Alaska and along the
Chukotka coast at Uelen, Ekven and Cape Baranov (Ackerman 1984:110;
Bockstoce 1979). Although both Ford (1959:244) and Stanford (1976:111)
traced the development of Birnirk from Okvik/Old Bering Sea, the presence of
Ipiutak-style chipped stone tools in Birnirk suggests some affinity with that
partly contemporaneous Palaeo-Eskimo culture (Anderson 1980:240; Arnold
1981:22).

The excavation of seventeen stratigraphic levels at the Walakpa site also
clearly demonstrated the in situ development of Thule culture from Birnirk
around A.D. 900 (Stanford 1976:112). Alaskan Thule culture was given the
name Western Thule by Larsen and Rainey (1948:39, 170-175) who excavated
houses and graves of Thule culture affiliation at Point Hope, Alaska. The variety
of Birnirk harpoon head types was diminished in the Early Thule phase to the
single-spurred Natchuk, Sicco and Thule 2 types (Stanford 1976:109). Western
Thule houses often had multiple rooms built of horizontal logs, with sunken
entrance passages and small kitchen extensions (Giddings 1967:85). The larger
settlements and larger individual houses probably resulted from the increased
whale hunting evident during the Early Thule period (Anderson 1984:92). Early
Western Thule sites in Alaska include Walakpa and Nunagiak near Point
Barrow, Jabbertown at Point Hope (Larsen and Rainey 1948), Kurigitavik at
Cape Prince of Wales (Collins 1964:99), Nukleet at Cape Denbigh (Giddings
1964), Cape Krusenstern (Giddings 1967:80-101; Giddings and Anderson 1986;
Giddings and Bandi 1962) and Ahteut, Ekseavik, Old Kotzebue and Onion
Portage on the Kobuk River (Anderson 1968:28; Giddings 1952).

Yamaura (1984:222, 223) has recently proposed that the term ‘Western
Thule’ be restricted to post-Birnirk, pre-contact sites in North Alaska. Sites in
the Kotzebue Sound region of Western Alaska which showed a higher degree of
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Punuk influences in harpoon head styles were grouped by Yamaura into the
"Kurigitavik Culture" named after the site at Wales excavated by Jenness (1928)
in 1926 and, more extensively, by Collins (1975:55) a decade later. Artifact
similarities between Kurigitavik and Punuk sites induced Collins (1975:58) to
characterize Kurigitavik as a blend of Thule and Punuk; nevertheless, he
described the site as being "in the truest sense an original Thule site". Strong
Punuk influences, particularly in harpoon head and decorative art styles, were
also noted in the early period of the Nukleet site in Norton Bay which Giddings
(1964:116, 251) related to the Western Thule Culture. A more Punuk-influenced
manifestation of Western Thule in Western Alaska rather than North Alaska is
not surprising considering the closer proximity of the West Alaskan sites to St.
Lawrence Island.

As Western Thule peoples settled the northern and western coasts of Alaska,
other Thule groups migrated eastward across the Canadian Arctic as far as
Greenland. Prior to A.D. 1000, the central and eastern Canadian Arctic were
occupied by people of the Dorset culture. Within a few centuries, Dorset culture
was almost completely supplanted by Thule immigrants from the west.
Evidence of contact between Dorset and Thule peoples is scarce and the nature
of the Dorset/Thule succession remains poorly understood.

The uniformity of early Thule culture in the east has been taken to indicate a
rapid initial population movement from Alaska to Greenland. The timing and
nature of the Thule culture expansion into the Canadian Arctic has been
interpreted in a cultural/ecological model developed by R. McGhee (1969/70,
1975, 1984b). In this model, the rapid expansion of Thule peoples suggested by
the uniformity of early Thule culture in the east is linked to the onset of the Neo-
Atlantic climatic episode, a warming trend which occurred between A.D. 900
and 1200 in the northern hemisphere (Bryson and Wendland 1967). This
warming trend resulted in a lengthened season of open water along the North
Alaska coast and an extension of the summer range of bowhead whales into the
Beaufort Sea and farther east into the Canadian Archipelago. The development
of open-water whaling techniques made possible the expansion of Thule peoples
into the Canadian Arctic, to areas within the summering range of the bowhead
whale (McCartney 1977:23; McGhee 1969/70; 1975:71; 1984b:373, 374).
McGhee (1969/70) has traced the route followed by the pioneering Thule
migrants by plotting the distribution of an early form of Thule type 3 harpoon
head known as the Sicco Open-Socket style. This distinctive form of harpoon
head characterizes the Punuk and Birnirk phases of Alaska (Ford 1959:83-86;
Stanford 1976:19, 99) and has been found on Banks Island (Arnold
1983:Fig. 3a; Arnold and Stimmell 1983:3), at Minto Inlet and Lady Franklin
Point on Victoria Island, near the mouth of the Inman River east of Cape Parry
and at Maxwell Bay on the south coast of Devon Island (Taylor 1963:458, 459),
at the Ml site on southern Cornwallis Island (Collins 1952:51), in the Bache
Peninsula region of eastern Ellesmere Island (Lethbridge 1939:201;
Schledermann 1978:468; Schledermann and McCullough 1980:838) and across
Smith Sound at Thule (Umanaq) and Nugdlit (Nuulliit) in Northwest Greenland
(Holtved 19441:186, 1954:61, 62). These sites mark a route of expansion from
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Alaska, along the Beaufort Sea coast to Amundsen Gulf, eastward through Parry
Channel to Baffin Bay and north to the Smith Sound region (McGhee 1975:71;
1984b:Fig. 1).

A second phase of Thule expansion is proposed between A.D. 1200 and 1300
into the southern Arctic Islands, the western mainland coasts of Amundsen and
Coronation Gulfs and into the Hudson Bay region (McGhee 1975:71; 1984b:373,
374). Archaeological sites relating to this second expansion phase include
Mathiassen’s Thule type-site of Naujan, Silumiut and other sites in the
northwestern Hudson Bay region, Mitimatalik and Qilalukan on northern Baffin
Island, and Malerualik on King William Island. These sites contain most of the
characteristic Thule artifact types listed by Mathiassen (192711:4, Fig. 1). This
phase of Thule culture was marked by regional diversification in subsistence
economies and material culture which may reflect the formation of semi-isolated
regional "tribes" (McGhee 1969/70:180; 1984b:373). The transition from
localized Thule culture variants to the historic Eskimo tribes has been
convincingly demonstrated in several areas, confirming speculations that the
Thule people were the biological and cultural ancestors of modern Canadian
Eskimos (Harp 1961; McGhee 1972, 1984b:376; Taylor 1963:456, 1964:194;
VanStone 1962). McGhee’s model of Thule culture expansion and development
in the Canadian Arctic has been generally accepted although several authors,
including McGhee (1983:23, 24), are now de-emphasizing the role of
environmental change in cultural change and have forwarded alternative
explanations for the Thule expansion such as population or social pressures in
the western homeland or a desire for a valued raw material (Morrison 1983:272;
Schledermann and McCullough 1980:841; Yorga 1979:290).

Ruin Island Defined

On his return to Denmark from the Fifth Thule Expedition, Mathiassen
joined the Ethnographic Division of the Danish National Museum and began a
series of archaeological investigations in West Greenland. His research there led
to the discovery of a phase of Thule culture which he termed Inugsuk. The
Inugsuk phase dates from the mid-13th to mid-14th century and so overlaps
with, and was influenced by, the Norse colonists who settled in southwest
Greenland (Mathiassen 1931a:325). Mathiassen was assisted for two field
seasons by Erik Holtved, who, as a member of the Sixth Thule Expedition in
1931, had previously excavated Eskimo sites in southeast Greenland (Birket-
Smith 1969/70:7). With Mathiassen’s encouragement, Holtved organized his
own archaeological expedition to Northwest Greenland from 1935 to 1937. This
part of Greenland has been known as the Thule District since 1910, when Knud
Rasmussen established a trading post there which he called the "Thule Station".
The post was located near the native settlement of Umanaq, which also became
known as "Thule". With the construction of the United States Air Force Base at
Thule, the native settlement was moved north to Qanaq, which was then
officially named "Thule" and the settlement at Umanaq was named "Dundas"
(Gilberg 1976:86). The Thule District is now called Avanersuup Kommunia, ‘the
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northernmost commune’ (Gilberg 1984:593). To avoid confusion, the native
settlement names will be used whenever possible.

Holtved excavated at seven major site areas and established a chronological
framework which extended from Dorset culture, through Thule and Inugsuk, to
the historic Polar Eskimo. By calculating the percentage of shared material
culture traits between sites and using stratigraphic evidence from the rich and
stratified Comer’s midden at the settlement of Umanaq, Holtved (1944II:6)
identified two geographically separated phases of Thule culture; one at Umanaq
(called Thule by Holtved) and the other in Inglefield Land to the north (Fig. 3).
On the basis of harpoon head developments as they were known outside of the
Thule District, Holtved concluded that the Inuarfigssuaq, Cape Russell and
Cape Kent sites in Inglefield Land were occupied earlier than the site at
Umanaq. The assemblages from Inglefield Land most closely resembled the
Thule culture as defined by Mathiassen from his work on sites north and west of
Hudson Bay, whereas those from Umanaq shared strong similarities with the
West Greenland Inugsuk culture. Between these two culture periods, Holtved
(194411:40) found evidence of what he thought to be "an intrusion of a more
foreign phase of Thule culture” which he named Ruin Island after the small
island off the coast of Inglefield Land where its remains were identified. There,
Holtved found two tent rings, several meat caches and a fox trap at lower
elevations, and 7 winter house ruins on the top of the island between 9 and 12
metres above sea level (ASL). Excavation of the 7 winter houses revealed the
presence of 6 uniformly-constructed family dwellings and one gagsse, a
clubhouse and workshop for men (Holtved 19441:78).

The Ruin Island assemblages shared many material culture traits with the
Thule culture of Inglefield Land. Nevertheless, the presence of Norse artifacts
and the house style with a well-developed kitchen extension seemed to relate the
phase to the later Inugsuk culture (Holtved 1944I1:59). Two houses at the
Umanagq site, 16 and 19, conformed closely to the Ruin Island site both in terms
of architecture and artifact traits, and Holtved (1944I11:150; 1954:106) included
these in what he termed the Ruin Island group or phase. Holtved established a
trait list of 186 types for the Ruin Island phase, of which 31 types or 16.5% were
unique to the phase in the Thule District. Because he considered the Ruin
Island phase to be intermediate between the early and late Thule periods, and
because of its many "foreign" features, Holtved thought it to be evidence of an
immigration to the region after the Thule culture was already established in
Inglefield Land. Close similarities in some material culture traits, particularly
harpoon head styles, between Ruin Island in Greenland and the Punuk culture
of the Bering Strait region, led him to identify these immigrants as Punuk
peoples who had migrated from Alaska around A.D. 1300. The retention of
many western traits indicated that there had been a fairly rapid migration
through the Canadian Arctic to Greenland. Among the features introduced by
the immigrants was a profusion of items made from baleen, suggesting that the
newcomers were proficient whale hunters (Holtved 1944I1:38).



