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Dedication
We dedicate this book to new gardeners, individuals who sow a packet of
seeds, plant a tree, or otherwise nurture a plant for the first time.
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Introduction

The more you discover about gardening, the more satisfying it is.
Gardening is all about a process that delights the eye and fuels the soul

with a connection to the earth. As countless teachers and community work-
ers have learned, gardening is one of the quickest (and cheapest!) ways to
reduce vandalism and crime, and to increase community pride. Gardening is
good for the body. An hour or two of weeding, harvesting, or cultivating pro-
vides just the right kind of light exercise we all need. Responsible gardening
also does good things for the environment: materials get recycled and certain
habitats attract wildlife, for example.

The point is, gardening has moved out of the vegetable patch and the flower
bed. Gardening now encompasses our lives – if you have a garden, even a
very tiny one, you are a gardener. If you have a sunny windowsill, you are a
gardener. National surveys show that gardening has become the most popu-
lar, least exclusive hobby of all. Everybody’s doing it.

People are simply enjoying their time outdoors and striving to make their
little corner of the world more peaceful and beautiful – a better place to live.
And that’s what this book is about.

About This Book
You have in your hands a gardening encyclopedia in miniature – all you need
to know to get off to a good start. No matter what area of gardening interests
you – growing roses or perennials or just cutting the grass – you’ll find good
advice here. In every chapter, our basic goal is to give you the information
you need to go out and plant or prune what you want. But novices aren’t the
only ones who’ll find this book useful. Gardening is such a huge topic that no
one ever comes close to knowing everything about it. (That’s one reason why
gardening has become one of the most popular hobbies of all time.) If, for
example, you are a seasoned rose grower but know almost nothing about
starting a salad garden or pruning trees, you can find excellent advice in
Chapters 18 or 15, respectively.

This book offers lists of plants that you can choose from to create a beautiful
garden. We list the plants by the common name first, followed by the botani-
cal name. The lists are alphabetised according to the botanical name.
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2 Gardening For Dummies 

Conventions Used in This Book
To help you navigate through this book, we’ve set up a few conventions:

� Italic is used for emphasis and to highlight new words or terms that are
defined.

� Boldfaced text is used to indicate the action part of numbered steps.

� Monofont is used for Web addresses.

Foolish Assumptions
In this book, we make some general assumptions about who you are:

� You’ve bought a place with a garden and suddenly realise that you don’t
know your begonias from your buttercups. You want to know the basics
on how to get started on creating an outside space that you’ll love
spending time in.

� You need a helpful reference guide to answer all those questions you
have about when exactly to plant bulbs, how much room certain plants
will take up when they mature, and how to improve your soil. 

� You want easy-to-understand information that explains exactly what you
need to know about raising plants from seed, pruning, weeding, and con-
trolling garden pests.

How This Book Is Organised
Gardening For Dummies is organised into seven parts, each covering a gen-
eral topic. The chapters within each part go into more detail so you can
easily find the information you need.

Part I: Getting Going with Gardening
Before you buy your first six-pack of bedding in spring, you need to decide
just where and when to start digging.

Chapter 1 begins at root level, guiding you through what your plants need to
what you want from a garden.
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Chapter 2 gets into the details of designing or planning a garden, with empha-
sis on making a plan that you can work to as your plot develops.

Chapter 3 is all about planning your plantings, how to choose the right plants
for your garden and those that work best for you.

Part II: Designing with Plants
Chapter 4 goes over the garden’s skeleton – the trees, hedges, and shrubs
that form your garden’s foundation and frame your plot.

Chapter 5 goes down to ground level and discusses lawns and ground
covers, while the vertical dimension (climbers and wall shrubs) gets similar
treatment in Chapter 6.

Part III: Colour Your World 
Here’s where the real fun starts! This part is the heart of the book because,
for most people, the essence of gardening is putting in colourful plants and
watching them grow.

Chapter 7 tells you about those comets of the garden, flowering annuals.

Chapter 8 is about the colourful stalwarts, the perennials. We also talk about
ornamental grasses.

Chapter 9 deals with bulbs for all seasons – not just spring.

Chapter 10 covers the world’s most famous flower, the rose.

Part IV: At Ground Level
This section is the nitty-gritty of gardening – literally. The three chapters in
this part are about working with soil and getting your plants started.

Chapter 11 helps you understand and improve your soil.

You find the basics of starting seeds in Chapter 12, and planting methods for
a whole range of seasonal, permanent, and other plants in Chapter 13.

3Introduction
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Part V: Caring for Your Plants
In a nutshell, this section covers long-term garden maintenance.

Chapter 14 covers everything you need to know about the basics of plant
care: watering, feeding, and composting.

Chapter 15 covers pruning, Chapter 16 common sense pest control, and
Chapter 17 all those tools you need to help you.

Part VI: Special Gardens
It’s back to the fun stuff – plants and planting – in this section!

If you want to grow at least some of your own food, check out Chapter 18. In
Chapter 19, discover what it takes to create a moveable feast with containers. 

In Chapter 20, you figure out how to achieve one of the most important gar-
dens of all: the kind that’s made with wildlife in mind. 

Don’t worry if you have just a small patch of garden; Chapter 21 lets you in
on some limited-space gardening secrets. 

Chapter 22 is all about creating a fragrant garden.

Part VII: The Part of Tens
No For Dummies book is complete without the Part of Tens, so we offer a
compendium of expert tips for ten quick projects (Chapter 23).

Chapter 24 gives you ten hints on how to make your garden even more
attractive to wildlife.

4 Gardening For Dummies 
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Icons Used in This Book
Icons are a handy For Dummies way to draw your attention to special bits of
information.

Bear these important nuggets of information in mind as your green fingers
develop.

Flags information that can save you time and effort in the garden.

Demystifies gardening lingo. Although we’ve made this book as jargon-free as
possible, you need to know some terms.

This icon alerts you to avoid bad gardening experiences, including some that
may cause injury.

Where to Go from Here
This book is organised so you can skip to wherever you want to find complete
information about a topic. Mad about roses? Dive straight into Chapter 10.
Want to prune that shrub that’s taking up half your lawn? Find out how to tame
it with the help offered in Chapter 15. You can use the table of contents to find
broad categories of information or use the index to look up more specific
topics. 

Of course, you can always start with Part I – what a novel idea!

5Introduction
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"For heaven's sake, Ernest - we've only
got a window box!"

Part I
Getting Going 

with Gardening
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In this part . . .
You’ve probably heard about the green thumbs and

the brown thumbs. Some people seem to have an
almost magical ability to raise beautiful, healthy plants,
whereas others seem to turn out only withering brown
husks.

No matter which group you identify with, take note:
Anyone can become a gardener. Like any other interest
that’s worth pursuing, gardening requires knowledge,
experience, attention, and enthusiasm. If you’re willing to
dedicate some time and attention to gardening, you can
move from the brown thumb camp into the green thumb
camp. If you already consider yourself to have a green
thumb, you undoubtedly know that gardening never
ceases to surprise you, and you never finish learning.

Part I gives you a basic understanding of some of the key
issues that gardeners face: what plants require in order to
thrive, how to plan your garden to suit your lifestyle, what
to do to cut down on maintenance, how to choose the
best plants for your garden, and how to take the space
you have and maximise it.

Well, what are you waiting for? Get going!
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