SpringerBriefs in Political Science
Syed Hamid bin Syed Jaafar Albar

Edited by Mansoureh Ebrahimi

@ Springer



SpringerBriefs in Political Science



SpringerBriefs present concise summaries of cutting-edge research and practical
applications across a wide spectrum of fields. Featuring compact volumes of 50 to
125 pages, the series covers a range of content from professional to academic. Typical
topics might include:

A timely report of state-of-the art analytical techniques

A bridge between new research results, as published in journal articles, and a
contextual literature review

A snapshot of a hot or emerging topic

An in-depth case study or clinical example

A presentation of core concepts that students must understand in order to make
independent contributions

SpringerBriefs in Political Science showcase emerging theory, empirical research,
and practical application in political science, policy studies, political economy, public
administration, political philosophy, international relations, and related fields, from
a global author community.

SpringerBriefs are characterized by fast, global electronic dissemination, standard
publishing contracts, standardized manuscript preparation and formatting guidelines,
and expedited production schedules.



Syed Hamid bin Syed Jaafar Albar

Ibn Khaldun’s Theory
and the Party-Political
Edifice of the United Malays

National Organisation

Edited by Mansoureh Ebrahimi

@ Springer



Syed Hamid bin Syed Jaafar Albar
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

ISSN 2191-5466 ISSN 2191-5474 (electronic)
SpringerBriefs in Political Science
ISBN 978-981-19-7387-1 ISBN 978-981-19-7388-8 (eBook)

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-19-7388-8

© The Editor(s) (if applicable) and The Author(s), under exclusive license to Springer Nature
Singapore Pte Ltd. 2023

This work is subject to copyright. All rights are solely and exclusively licensed by the Publisher, whether
the whole or part of the material is concerned, specifically the rights of translation, reprinting, reuse
of illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, reproduction on microfilms or in any other physical way, and
transmission or information storage and retrieval, electronic adaptation, computer software, or by similar
or dissimilar methodology now known or hereafter developed.

The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this publication
does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are exempt from the relevant
protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.

The publisher, the authors, and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and information in this book
are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication. Neither the publisher nor the authors or
the editors give a warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to the material contained herein or for any
errors or omissions that may have been made. The publisher remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional
claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.

This Springer imprint is published by the registered company Springer Nature Singapore Pte Ltd.
The registered company address is: 152 Beach Road, #21-01/04 Gateway East, Singapore 189721,
Singapore


https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-19-7388-8

Acknowledgements

All praise is due to Allah (s.w.t.), the Creator and Lord of the universe, for giving me
the guidance, knowledge and strength to complete this research.

There are many whom I should thank for making this dream a reality. I registered
for the Master’s Degree programme at the age of 74+ and completed it at 75+.
This undertaking would not have been possible without the help and encouragement
of others. Among them I would like to specifically mention Prof. Dato’ Sri Dr.
Ashgar Ali Bin Ali Mohamed, the then Dean of Ahmad Ibrahim Kulliyyah of Laws
(AIKOL), International Islamic University Malaysia (ITUM); and my friend, Asst.
Prof. Dr. Muhamad Hassan Bin Ahmad of AIKOL, IITUM. They took the trouble to
guide me on the process and procedure to undertake the study. I was introduced to
Prof. Dr. Mohammad Abdul Quayum Abdus Salam, the then Dean of Kulliyyah of
Islamic Revealed Knowledge and Human Sciences (IRKHS), ITUM by Prof. Dato’
Sri Dr. Ashgar Ali Bin Ali Mohamed, who made the beginning possible. The rest is
all history of how my pursuit of knowledge began.

I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to Prof. Dato’ Sri Dr. Syed Arabi Bin
Syed Abdullah Idid, my Supervisor, Prof. Dr. Wahabuddin Ra’ees (Deputy Dean,
Postgraduate and Research, IRKHS) and Assoc. Prof. Dr. Hazizan Bin Md. Noon,
the co-supervisors for their understanding and patience. My special thanks extend
to Prof. Dr. Wahabuddin Ra’ees for his valuable assistance, constant discussions,
suggestions, encouragement and meticulous guidance in my research as well as while
writing the thesis. Truly, without his tireless effort it would not have been possible for
me to complete it. He was kind and generous with his time. I respectfully extend my
deepest appreciation to Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mansoureh Ebrahimi for serving as editor
of my dissertation, which made this book possible. I would like to express my thanks
and regards to senior editor of Social Sciences and Humanities, Ms. Alex Westcott
Campbell, and her editorial team at Springer Nature for their invaluable support and
assistance. May Allah (s.w.t.) reward each and every one of them abundance, success
and good health. In undertaking this study, my home environment and encouragement
played an important role.

I would like to thank my dear wife, Sharifah Aziah Binti Syed Zainal Abidin;
even though she could not understand why I needed to pursue another degree, she



vi Acknowledgements

was always there with patience and love to assist me. She has been a source of
continuous inspiration for me. My children and children-in-law have been wonderful
and considerate, and I, therefore, thank them all for their support and encouragement.
My special thanks go to my daughter Sharifah Nurzaima Binti Syed Hamid Albar
who tirelessly assisted me with the typing and arrangement of the thesis and research
though she is busy with her own job; my eldest daughter, Sharifah Thuraya Binti
Syed Hamid Albar, and her husband, Haidar, who were accommodating in editing
and making suggestions on some aspects of the thesis; Syed Sadiq Bin Syed Hamid
Albar for his input on how I could strengthen the thesis; and Ahmad Addan for
assisting me in coordinating the safekeeping of my thesis work file. I would also
like to acknowledge my gratitude to Rajaa, who was helpful in the editing of two
chapters and some others who have helped but whose names I have not mentioned.

Last, but not least, I would like to thank IITUM and its staff for taking me in as a
research student and providing me with the necessary facilities.

May Allah (s.w.t.) bless all of them and grant success in this life and hereafter.



Description of the Book

This study examines the decline and erosion of UMNO as a dominant political party of
Malaysia through the perspective of Ibn Khaldun’s theory of ‘asabiyyah and ‘umran.
It uses the qualitative method of data collection from Ibn Khaldun’s original works.
After discussing Ibn Khaldun’s theory of ‘asabiyyah and ‘umran, it looks in detail
at UMNO’s ‘umranic contributions and erosion of Malay ‘asabiyyah. The research
outlines how ‘asabiyyah led UMNO rise to prominence, gain political power and
bring progress and development of Malaysia to an ‘umranic stage before it started
to decline and erode in concordance with the five stages of Ibn Khaldun’s theory
of rise and fall of civilisations. This book highlights that early leaders of UMNO
played a significant role in fostering group feeling and solidarity among the Malays
(‘asabiyyah). ‘Asabiyyah was the engine that propelled UMNO to acquire mulk and
transform the Malays and Malaysia to an ‘umranic society. In conclusion, the later
leaders of UMNO contributed to weakening of the Malay ‘asabiyyah and the fall of
UMNO from power in the 14th General Election in 2018. The process of UMNO’s
decline and erosion of the political power has been primarily caused by the leaders’
failures and shortcomings. The study, among others, recommends that for UMNO to
be relevant again in the current political landscape, it must initiate new and serious
approaches and initiatives to change itself and must focus on good governance and
rule of law in a multi-ethnic Malaysian society.

This book provides a comprehensive review of the social transformation brought
about by ‘umran, includes in-depth discussions on the loosening of solidarity or
‘asabiyyah within the Malay Muslim society, covers a vast array of the operational-
isation of Ibn Khaldun’s theory, illustrating the many factors that led to the decline
of political power and dominance of UMNO. It adds value to the corpus of knowl-
edge and seeks to fill the gap on the applicability of Ibn Khaldun’s political theory
to the UMNO dilemma. This book covers a vast array of the operationalisation of
Ibn Khaldun’s theory of ‘asabiyyah and ‘umran to the decline of political power
and dominance of UMNO and its leadership of Malaysia from GE12 in 2008 until
GE14 in 2018. Finally, it examines whether Ibn Khaldun’s theory of ‘asabiyyah and

vii
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‘umran would be relevant to UMNO today and discusses how it could be applied by
illustrating the numerous factors responsible for the decline of UMNO. The findings
of the study offer suggestions if UMNO wants to regain power and rise again.
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