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Preface to the
First Edition

The Workbook to accompany the Comprehensive Russian Grammar consists
of 232 sets of exercises, each keyed to a relevant section or sections of the
Grammar (section numbers are indicated in brackets after the heading of each
exercise). The exercises are, however, of a general nature and can be worked
independently, either with or without the use of the Grammar. They cover
most grammatical problems that pupils and students are likely to encounter in
learning Russian.

Types of exercise include multiple choice, substitution drills, quizzes,
translations and linguistic commentary. There are revision exercises on noun
declension, verb conjugation, aspect, pronouns, short and long adjectives,
adjectival declension and other topics.

The Workbook also contains a key, for the benefit of those who will be
working independently. The key contains correct versions for each exercise,
except for those involving translation into English, where it is hoped that use
of a dictionary will provide adequate answers.

The author wishes to thank the following for their assistance in writing the
Workbook: Dr Bivon of the University of Essex, who made many valuable
suggestions for improvement; my colleagues at the University of Strathclyde:
Mrs Nijole White, who read and commented on each of the exercises, and
Mrs Marina Hepburn, who checked the answers in the key against the Workbook;
Mr Andrew Quilley, a former student at the University of Leeds, who worked
through many of the exercises and suggested improvements; and finally
Professor Rimma Teremova of the Herzen State Pedagogical University, whom
I was able to consult when putting the finishing touches to the Workbook
during a visit to St Petersburg in May 1994. Any errors are, of course, entirely
the responsibility of the author.

Terence Wade
Glasgow



Preface to the
Second Edition

It was with a sense of great anticipation and duty that I undertook the revision
of the third edition of Terence Wade’s A Comprehensive Russian Grammar in
2009, and in my Preface to that edition (published 2011) I indicated that my
primary purpose was to ‘enhance the status and significance of the grammar
throughout the scholarly world’. It was both a pleasure and an honour to do so,
and it remains my conviction that Professor Wade’s work remains the best and
most accessible English-language grammar of Russian in existence.

I am guided by similar instincts in my revisions to A Russian Grammar
Workbook, whose first edition was published in 1996. Because the sets of
exercises are so closely keyed to the relevant section in the Grammar 1 have
decided not to undertake any major surgery on the Workbook, or attempt
structural revisions, but rather to revise and/or update individual exercises
where I considered this necessary. I have added some new material in the
form of multiple choice questions and translation exercises. There is also a
grammar quiz that brings the workbook to a close.

I would like to thank the following who have provided native-language
assistance in the course of 2011: Ekaterina Maiseeva and Natasha Zhuravkina
of the University of Bath, Natasha Shaftel’skaia of the State University of
Tomsk, and Lidiia Polubichenko, Tat’iana Beliaeva and Oksana Nikishova of
Moscow State University.

Having taught Russian language at all levels, from ab initio to post-
graduate interpreting, for over 25 years, it is my firm belief that Professor
Wade’s work remains the most comprehensive — and the most testing — for
students of the language, be they on university language courses or self-taught.

David Gillespie
Bath



The Noun

GENDER

1 First and second declensions [30—-2, 34]

(1) Tick the correct gender in the appropriate column: oH, OHA, OHO:

OH OHA OHO

(a) nepéBus

(b) mom

(c) 3manne

(d) 3HaMs

(e) kdpra

(f) mécro

(g) mope

(h) mys3éii.

(2) Masculines in -a/-s1. Put the verbs into the past tense:

(a) Baus caymaer pajuo. BAHS .o panumo.
(b) Ményiika mIaTUT 3a OUIETHI. JIEnymiKa ....oevveenannn..n. 3a OMIIETHI.
(c) Msing yuTdeT KHATY. JIAMST oo KHUTY .
(d) MyxuriHa mOKynaet curap€tbl.  MYKUAHA .....ovvnvvennnnne. cUrapéThbl.
(e) Tldna mOHMMAET MO-PYCCKHU. | 11 ¢ R MO-pYCCKU.
(f) FOHOIIA CITY3KMT B ApMitH. FOHOWIA ....vvveeeieeece B 4pMUM.

(3) Nouns in -a/-s. Mark the following nouns m., f. or n., to indicate gender:

(a) Bpéwms (b) momrnHa
(c) manst (d) xend
(e) amga (f) kaptrna
(g) nepéns (h) nstas

(i) cembs (j) cayra
(k) doma.

A Russian Grammar Workbook, Second Edition. Terence Wade. Revised and updated by David Gillespie.
© 1996 Terence Wade except for new material © 2013 John Wiley & Sons, Inc. Published 2013 by
John Wiley & Sons, Inc.



2 The Noun

2 Soft-sign nouns [33]

(1) Natural gender

(i) Qualify the nouns with g6GpbIit or FOGpast:
(a) HoOp...maThb (b) o6p ...ndpeHb

(i1) Moi or mosi? Tick the columns as appropriate:

MOl MoOs

(a) rocTb

(b) nésepn

(c) nmoun

(d) 3aTB

(e) matb

(f) cBekpOBbL

(g) TecTb.

(2) Gender indicated by noun endings. Add the correct endings (m. -b1it/-ui,
f.-as) to the adjectives, to show gender:

(a) XKeént...poxb (b) Pycck .. .peun

(c) Bennk . ..panocTtb (d) ManeHeK . . . MBIIIIb
(e) TIpodeccnoHANBH . . . BOIUTEIb (f) WurepécH . . . Beup
(g) OnécH . . .060né3HBL (h) Créap ... pykomnuch

(i) XKenésH...nenn (j) Xopéui .. .nékapb

(k) CBéX . ..3éneHn (1) HOB . . .BBIKITIOYATED.

(3) Miscellaneous. Mark the following nouns m. or f., to show gender:

(a) aBTOMOOHIIB . . . (b) TBO3ML . ..
(c) rpsi3b ... (d) nBepb ...
(e) KpoBATH ... (f) xpoBb...
(g) némank . .. (h) mndmans . . .
(i) crnoBapsb ... (j) TeTpénp ...

(k) sHBApD .. ..

3 Common gender [35]

Which of the following nouns is not of common gender? What is its gender?
(a) rnasé (b) konnéra (c) nbsinuua (d) cupoTa (e) cnyra (f) yoniiua.

4 Indeclinable nouns of foreign origin [36]

Tick the appropriate column to show gender:

masc. fem. neut. common
(a) Oropo
(b) pmend



The Noun 3

(c) kaé
(d) xund
(e) xOcpe
(f) menro
(g) manbTod
(h) mapn
(i) pary
(J) pédepu
(k) cansimu
(1) Takcnh
(m) XuHIM
(n) maccu
(0) mmmman3é
(p) mroccé.

5 Differentiation of gender through suffixes. Professions [43—4]

(1) Substitute feminine for the following masculine nouns, making con-
sequential gender changes to adjectives and verb forms:

(2) AHTIMYAHUH TOEXAT B AMEPHKY . ...evunivniineiineiineiinetieeieeieenieeniaeannes
(b) BeryH GesKAm Ha CTO METPOB. .....uvvueineineiinetineeietieeieeieeieeaneenneennnas
(¢) KOHBKOOEKE HATET KOHBKH. ....ouinirreninineeeeiineneeeeeeeneneeeeeenenenaannn
(d) MEmOPAT MESKYPUII BCEO HOUbB. ..uevuevneeneeineesneenneenneeneennennaenneennaennnns
(e) IlepeBOTUMK NEPEBOII PEUb MPEZUIACHTA. ..vvnerrnerenernnernnarnernneannaennnns
(f) AMepUKAHCKMIT MTIOBEI] TTOJTY YT 30TI0TYEO MEMIATTD. v.uevvnevenernernernannnns
(8) YUEHIK MOTHSIT PYKY . +neutnentneenenetnantneananeaneeeneaaneeneaeneeneneenaeennes
(h) YYATEIb IUCATI HATIOCKE. ...ovitiinininititeiiitet et ieet et ereeeerereeeneneneann

(2) Which of the following nouns does not have a feminine counterpart in
-Ka?

(a) rutapuct (b) KOMMYHUCT (c) MaMHAUCT (d) TEHHUCHCT (€) TPAKTOPHUCT

(3) Put the verbs in the masculine or feminine past, as appropriate:

(a) Mupékrop wkéabl Hwukondin Hwukimuy Yypkun paGoéTaer Haj
pacnucinuem.

(b) Dkckypcodn Banépuit Muxainosuuy KO70coB BOTUT TYpHCTOB MO
répopy.
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(e) bubmmorékapn Anekcannpa MiBanoBHa TuMOXuHa YMTAET KATAIIOT .

6 Animals [45]

Make sentences, in each case giving the opposite sex of the species:

Examples: OTo He BoTuiin@, a BOJIK. DTO He JieB, a JIbBHALA.

N (if)

(a) DTOHE TLBALA, A ...vvvennenen.n.. . (a) DTOHECIOH, A ..., .
(D) DTO HE KOBA, wvvvveeeeeeeeeeeaaann. . (b) DroHe TETYX, @ vuevneenennennennens .
(c) 310 He KOPOBA, 2 «evveveenennennnnn. . (o) 10 He (G20 oF:1: O AN .
(d) 10 He MEIBEMNLA, A .............. . (@) 310 He TUTP, & eeeeveneeneneenannen. .
DECLENSION

7 Animacy [47]

(1) Complete the sentences, putting the nouns in brackets in the accusative:

ABiky (a) [oTén u cbH] (b) [mMyX u >KeHa]
(c) [6apdn u oBUA] (d) [neBu Turp]
(e) [oduuép u conuar] (f) [yunTesb u yueHHK]
(g) [koTu kéwKa] (h) [MBan u Mamua].

(2) Animate accusative in the plural
Examples:
(i) Manbuuku u aéBouku. OHA 3HAeT MAJILYMKOB M IEBOYEK.

OHA3HAET (@) [OPATBS M CECTPDBI] .evuevnerneineiiiieineieiieeieeneereeieaerneennaes
(b) [HEMIIBI M HEMKU] ...ttt
(€) [OTHBIMIETH] oeonininiieiei e
(d) [cTymEHTBI M CTYAEHTKHU] ..oovneniiniiiiiiiiei e
(€) [YUCHUKI U YUCHIIUBI] «.eveneenineineneineieiieieeeeeeeeieeeieenaanes
(i) Mengénu u nvacekl. COTpYAHUK 300MApKa KOPMUT MeABEeN 1 JINC.

CoTpyIHKK 300MdpKa KOPMMT:

(a) [TATPBI] cevvvieiiieieieieiceene, (D) [CHOHBI] v,
(c) [KpoKOAAMBI] ..cuvvnenianiniinianenne, (d) [TBBBI] cuiviiiiiiiiiiieeieen,
(€) [OCHBI] evviviriiiiiiiiieeeeeen, (f) [BOMKHU] .ooovvniiieiiiiiiiiin,
(g) [oméHn] ..o (h) [méo6emm] ...covvneeiiiiin,
(1) [rOmyou] .oeveniiiiiiiii, () [momamm] ..o

(k) [00€3BSHBI] ....cvvevnininiranaininnnns (D) [KO3BI] v
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8 Nouns which have a plural form only [49]

Select appropriate nouns in the relevant case to fill the gaps in the sentences:
OyaHM NEHBI'M KAHUKYJIbl HOXHHMIBI OYKWA
CAHKM CYTKH IIAXMATbI

(2) OHPEBAT OYMATY ...euetiinein ettt ettt e e e e e eans .
(b) TIpeKpACHO E3[UTH MO CHETY HA ...uevniniineneineiei e ee e ee e e e .

(c) Ondmnaméma................. , UTOObI YUTATH TA3ETY.

(d) OnédpabdéraeTmno ................. , 4 OT/IBIXAET MO MPA3HUKAM.

(e) Hatpérbm ................. MBI IOLLJIA 10 NOJIIOCA.

(f) IaxMaTHACTBI CHITPATIM IAPTHED B «...evneeneenernerneenenenennennenneeneeneenenns .
(g) Uny B cOEpKACCY 3a ..c.uevneenenn. Hu xonéiiku He ocTanocs!

(h) BoBpémst ................. MbI OT/IbIX4K Ha YEépHOM Mbpe.

9 First declension: masculine nouns [50-2]

(1) Insert the correct case of TeaTp in the following phrases:

Acc.: b2 077110 : TP .
Gen.: BrépoenBa ....oovvvvviiiiiiien .
Dat.: STTOMXOKY K evvevneineineineinenneannes .
Instr.: TOPOIC e .
Prep.: HendBHO 1 OBI(A) B ...vvvnenenenn..

Repeat the pattern with: (a) 6ank (b) my3éit (c) YHUBEPCHUTET.

(2) Repeat the exercise, using plural forms of Tearp:

Acc.: 1 YACTO MOCEMAO ... Hamiero répoja.
Gen.: B répoae marb .......cccoveuieniinniant. .
Dat.: OHA XOMUT IO «ovvivvnvininninennanannnn. .
Instr.: ['6posi C MATBIO w.vveneeniiiiniaenn, .
Prep.: ST YACTO OBIBAIO B ...eueneeeeneeennnn Haurero répoja.

Repeat the pattern with: (a) 6anku (b) My3ém (C) yHUBEPCUTETBHI.

(3) Give the nominative plurals of:
(a) Bopo6éi (b) Bpau (c) kapangam (d) HoX (e) ToBapuy (f) ypok

(4) Instrumental singular of nouns in x 4 mr uy u. Put the following nouns in the
correct form of the instrumental case:

(a) Y mens HeT KapaHjalla. S XOUY MUCATD ..evvvvneeneineenennenneen .
(b) Ona modut Myxa. OHA TAHUYET C .ovvevneeeieieeieeene .
(c) Ona moouT oTHA. OH4 urpéer B IAXMATBIC .............. .
(d) B BdnHOI1 ecTh J1y11l. OH CTOATTION, «..vvvveveneninenienennnnns .
(e) ITpupéme Het rapakd. MHE HYXKEHIOM C ..evnevnevneenennennes .
(f) B BardH cen vémel,. OHA CTAN1a TOBOPUTH C ...vvvevnenene .

(g) OH 6b1ny Bpaud. OHTOBOPIIIC ..cvvvvniiniiiiiiiiieineane .
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(h) Y menst HeT HOXA. 51 xouy pé3aTh XJIEO ..o.ueuvnennannnnen. .
(i) TMaccaxwnp 6e3 Garaxa. TTaccakipC .ovvveneneiieiieeeeaenn, .
(j) Y neré ectb xopOumii ToBdpuiy.  OH 6ecéoBaji Co CBOUM ............... .

(5) Putthe nouns in brackets in the genitive plural:
(a) B nOBOM réposie MHOTO [TedTp, cOOOP, CKBep, MapK, My3€éil U Maras3fH],
HIMpOKUX [0yABBAP, MPOCHEKT M MOCT].

(b) B 300mndpke naTh [TUrp], BOCEMb [KpOKOAMI], ecThb [CAOH], HECKOIBLKO
[MenBénb, 0JIEHD M BOJIK |, HO HET HU [OPEJT], HU [MABJIAH].

(d) B camouiére 65110 HECKONILKO [KUTAeL, AnmdHel ], Ho HE ObIJIO HU [McnaHel],
HU [0eabrieln).

(6) Mobile vowel. Tick to show which nouns have a mobile vowel in declen-
sion, and give the genitive singular of each noun:

Mobile vowel Gen. sing.

Yes No
(a) 6nmu3HéL e
(b) BéTep e
(c) nenn e
(d) urpdék e
(e) koBEp e
(f) xomén e
(g) nanen R,
(h) nmocén e
(i) pbHOK eee
(j) ypox e
(k) smnoéner,. e

10 Partitive genitive in -y/-to [53]

Insert appropriate nouns in the gaps provided, using partitive genitives in -y/-10
or -a/-si:

HaApOn caxap cym chIp Ta0akK xyied 4Yam
(a) Ha mmOmiaia OBIITO MHOTO ......uuininieiniieeeeet et e .
(b) OHA MONOKANA B YAM [IBA KYCKA - eeneeneteinetiieieneietaeneaeneeeiaeneanannens .
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(¢) OPUUMAHTKA NPUHECTIA TAPEITKY evvvnerneenerneineenenenennenneeneeneeneennenns .
(d) Hamime BaM @IIE ..o e ?
() OHKYNMI ....c.enennen. 1 3aKypHII.

(f) BospMmuTe emig. ................ drto KamemoOép!

(g) Onanapézana................ 1 Hama3asa erd MAcIIoM.

11 Prepositional/locative singular in -y/-10 [54]

Select appropriate nouns and place them in the gaps provided:

oéper oot [on KppiM 5ec MocT mol MOJK cap
yroa wmkadg

(a) Nétnurpdnuua ................ peKu.

(b) CanéBHuk pabOTaET B ................

(c) ABTOOYC OCTAHOBHJICSI HA ................ yepe3 péKy.
(d) Tapénku HaxOAATCS B ................

(e) lazéranexanaHa................

(f) CeBacTOnonb HaXOMUTCSIB ................

(2) 10 NAMSITHUK COTIATAM, KOTOPBIE AT B ................
(h) Dtu conpdrsl CITY>KUJIA B OFTHOM ................

(i) Poctés,3ToropdnHa................

(j) OHA kand MOAPYTY HA ..c.uevnennenn. VINLBI.

k) B.oooooienna PacTyT KOJIOKOIbYUKHY.

12 Special masculine plural forms [55]

(1) Plural -a/-s1 or -1/-11. Give the nominative plurals of the following:

() OCPET «.veeeieieeieee e (B) BEYUCD veveviniiieiee e
(C) THA3 iviiiiiieee e (d) TOMOC v
(S I Xe) o101 S () MOM oo
(8) JIEC wueviniiiiiiii i (h) MACTIOPT w.vvvnivneiiiiiiiiiiccn,
(1) TMPOGECCOP .vuvvriniininiinaienanen, (J) PYKAB teivniniiniiiiiiiiieeee
(K) cam oo (D) CTOM v
(M) YUATEND weneveeneieneineeeeneenennen. .

(2) Select appropriate nouns with plural -&/-s1 to fill the gaps:
anpec Bek Jyr HOMep OcTpoB mde3n NPOBON yUATENb

(a) XIXuXX ...ooooevnnenis — andxa Beaukux nepeméx B Pocciu.

(b)) e MPOCTUPAIOTCS BJIOJIb PeKi Ha HECKOJILKO KUITOMETPOB.

(c) Munmonépbl €305T OTBIXATE HAa BardmMckue .............oooooiiiiiiiion.e. .
(d) Mexay Mocksoi u CankT-ITeTepOoyprom XOsiT CKOPBIE .....eevvenennnn..... .
(e) TITiupbl céym HA TETETPAQHDBIC ....vnvveniinie et eie e e aeaeeeaeeennss
(f) Ondzanucana............... 1 TeJIePOHHBIE ............... CBOUX HOBBIX npysen

(8) v, NPOBEPSIIN TETPA/IN YUSHUKOB.
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(3) getsr1 ‘flowers’, uBeta ‘colours’. Tick as appropriate:

LBETBI LIBETA
(a) KpAcHbIi 1 3eEHBIN
(b) TrOMBNAHBI U PO3BI
(c) XEnThIil U rOMyooH
(d) acTpbl v repanb
(e) crnui 1 6€nbIi.

(4) JImcrwl or aacThA? (A) ..ooenenn.... 3es1eHEI0T Ha IePEBbSIX.
(b) Hacroné nexamu ................ Oymaru.

(5) Plurals in -bsi/-beB or -bsi/-éu. Tick as appropriate, then write in the
nominative and genitive plurals:

-bs1/-beB -bsi/-én Nom./gen. pl.
(@) 6paT s e

(®) Apyr s e i
(c) mact (‘leaf’) L

(d) Mysk s e
(€) CTYJl s e
(f) cBIH. i s i,

(6) Nouns in -anuH/-ssHuH, pl.: -ane/-sHe. Fill the gaps as appropriate.
aHIJIMYAHE TOPOXKAHE [aTYAHE erunTsiHe W3PaWIbTSIHe
Example: B AHrmm xKuBYT aHIJINYAHE.

(a) B AHUM XKUBYT ...ceveneenennnnnn. . (b) Bropose KUBYT .........cuenenn... .
(c) B H3paune XuByT ................. . (d) B Eranre >KMUBYT .......cceueneen.n. .

(7) Give the nominative plural forms of the following nouns:

(a) OOMTAPHH ...uvveneeeineeieeeeaenne, (b) TOCTIOMAH ...,
(C) KOTEHOK.....evivirininininieanaaannnnn, (d) MEIBEXKOHOK ......uvvvverrvnnnnnnnnn.
(€) PEOEHOK.....vvenieineinieeenaanennnn, (f) COCEM..unininiiiiiiiiiiiiiin,
(8) XOBSIMH ..evviviiiiniineineiieeieennenn (h) MEHOK ...,

13 First declension: neuter nouns in -0 [58]

(1) Indicate with a tick whether the following nouns have a mobile vowel and
give the genitive plural:

Mobile vowel

Yes No Genitive plural

(a) kpécno ... T U
(b) oxuHO e e,
(c) maceM6 ... e i
(d) msITHO B

(e) creknd ... e i
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(f) uyscTBO ... e e
(g) saiuo. e e,

(2) Fill the gaps with appropriate plurals in the correct case:
nepéBbsi  KPBLIbsl MEPhs

(a) Tlo pexé HeBé NabIBYT CY/I4 HA TOABOMHBIX «.eueueeneenineineneenaneneenannennss .
() IO Le1Skel 871315 ) 723 1 Al 1 (0 J .
(c) Y 4enOBEKA BOMOCHI, & Y TITHIDBI «..uevneneineneeneuneneenaneenernaneeneneeneanenaenns .

(3) Plurals in -u/-a. Give the nominative plurals of the following nouns:

(@) BEKO ..ovininiieieeieieieiieiieeaen (b) KOTEHO ...,
(C) OOJIAKO ....vvivivviniiiieieienanennen, (d) OKOIIKO ....cvvininieiiiiiiienenane,
(€) OUKO ..ovvniniiiieiiiiieeieeeenn, () IIeUd ..o
(8) YXO teriiiiiiiiie e (h) SOMOKO ...,

14 First declension: nouns in -e, -be, -&, -bé [59]

(1) Fill the gaps with nouns in the correct case:
0enbé MOpe TmIATBe NOOepékbe mOIe PYKbE

(a) CeBacTONOMb — TOPO HA UEPHOM ...eevniniiniiiiiiiiiii e .
(D) OH XOPOIIO CTPEIISIET M3 .eueeneneineteneieneee e et e et e e e ee e enes .
(€) KazaKT EXAMMIIO ... .uininiiiee e e e .
(d) Ona naména OfHO M3 CBOMX HOBBIX ......cuiuinininenseserereneneneneneaeaeanenenennns .
(e) OH X0 MO KBAPTHUPE B OFTHOM ...eeenerneineineiieiieeneieieneeneeneenennenns .
(f) TaraHpOr — MOpT Ha CEBEPO-BOCTOUHOM ......c.uevneenenn. A30BCKOro MOps.

(2) Tick to show the genitive plural ending of the following nouns:
-eit -mit  -beB  zero  Genitive plural

(a) knanowuie PPN
(b) m6pe B U PP
(c) mnaTne B OO
(d) méne B PO
(e) momoréHue ... B
(f) pyxnbé. e

15 Second declension: nouns in -a/-a [61]

(1) Insert the correct case form of the noun kapra:

Singular Plural
Acc. ScmoTproHa .............. .
Gen. Hacrenépse .............. . 1631 ¥ S
Dat. OHMoOgXOmUTK ........... .
Instr. Oud pa6oTaer Hap ........ e

Prep. Oroii peknnHETHa ........ o
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(2) -p1/-m in the genitive singular and nominative plural. Tick as appropriate:
-u -bl

(a) rpannua

(b) paua

(c) kHura

(d) xppia

(e) myxa

(f) Tapénka

(g) ymuua.

(3) -om/-en/-ém in the instrumental singular. Tick as appropriate:
-0 -ei -Ei

(a) rocroxka

(b) rpannua

(c) neIHS

(d) pywad

(e) 3emis

(f) koxka

(g) xpsia

(h) caxa

(i) cBeua

(j) cembst

(k) ynuua.

(4) Zero genitive plural. Give the plurals of the following nouns:
Examples: kapTiiHa: KapTiaH/Henéns: Henénb

(a) Oepéza: ............... (b) oykBa: ............ (c) K&pTa: .ovvvvneeinennn,
(d) kBapThpa: ............ (e) xudra: ............. (f) x6MHaTa: ...........eel
(g) nmamna: ................ (h) peka: .............. (1) PYK&: oiriieineiinannnn,
()1 13013 7 O (k) mycTBIHS: ....... .

(5) Zero genitive plural with mobile vowel -e/-0. Put the bracketed nouns in
the genitive plural:

(a) Oukynmn aécsarth [0yaKal.



