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Preface

n edited work is always a team effort, and we appreciate the
help and co-operation of many contributors.

We have been very fortunate in obtaining chapters from
some of the leading experts in palliative care. We have selected
authors who represent a range of expertise and are drawn from
different professional and academic backgrounds, including
academics, clinicians, educators and managers. We believe that
the diversity of backgrounds and perspectives enhance the depth
of coverage.

However, it does mean that the writing styles vary, and whilst
editorial work has been undertaken we are keen that the chapters
reflect the views and perspectives of our authors rather than
conform to our stances.

As with other volumes in the ‘At a Glance’ series, it is based
around a two-page spread for each main topic, with figures and
texts illustrating the main points at a glance. Although primarily
designed as an introduction to palliative and end-of-life care,

it should be a useful undergraduate revision aid, together with
a companion website featuring interactive multiple choice
questions and case studies. Such a brief text cannot provide a
complete guide to palliative care practice; however, the additional
references accompanying each chapter will aid a deeper
understanding of the key subject areas. Errors and omissions
may have occurred, and these are entirely our responsibility.

We are grateful to the reviewers (educators and students)
who provided helpful comments which we attempted to
incorporate and to Kate Chadwick (The University of Sheftield),
who provided excellent administrative support throughout the
process. Finally, thanks to staff at Wiley Blackwell, including
Karen Moore, Madeleine Hurd and James Watson, and also Amit
Malik at Aptara, for their prompt and helpful assistance.

Christine Ingleton
Philip J. Larkin
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